


Article 41 
Driving permits 



Defining a Contracting 
Party

• A Member State which has 
completed the process of :

• Accession 

• To any of the 4 
Conventions (1949/1968)



138 member countries have acceded to either of the four conventions 

Acession(a), Succession(d), Ratificationc

138

Convention on Road Traffic Geneva, 19 September 1949 102
Convention on Road Traffic,Vienna, 8 November 1968 88

TOTAL (SAME COUNTRY TAKEN AS COUNT 1) 138

Accession(a), Succession(d), Ratification
Protocol on Road Signs and Signals Geneva, 19 September 

1949
40

Convention on Road Signs and Signals,Vienna, 8 November 
1968 73

TOTAL (SAME COUNTRY TAKEN AS COUNT 1) 86







Protocol on Road Signs and Signals
Geneva, 19 September 1949

Sr. No Participant Signature
Accession(a), 
Succession(d
), Ratification

1 Austria 19-Sep-49 2 Nov 1955
2 Belgium 19-Sep-49 23-Apr-54
3 Bulgaria 13 Feb 1963 a
4 Burkina Faso 31 Aug 2009 a
5 Cambodia 14 Mar 1956 a
6 Cuba 1 Oct 1952 a
7 Czech Republic 3 2 Jun 1993 d
8 Denmark 19-Sep-49 1 Jul 1959
9 Dominican Republic 15 Aug 1957 a

10 Ecuador 26 Sep 1962 a
11 Egypt 19-Sep-49 28-May-57
12 Finland 24 Sep 1958 a
13 France 19-Sep-49 18-Aug-54
14 Greece 1 Jul 1952 a
15 Haiti 12 Feb 1958 a
16 Holy See 1 Oct 1956 a
17 Hungary 30 Jul 1962 a
18 India 29-Dec-49
19 Israel 19-Sep-49
20 Italy 19-Sep-49 15-Dec-52
21 Kyrgyzstan 22 Mar 1994 a
22 Lebanon 19-Sep-49

Sr. 
No

Participant Signature
Accession(a), 

Succession(d), 
Ratification

23 Liechtenstein 2 Mar 2020 a
24 Luxembourg 19-Sep-49 17-Oct-52
25 Monaco 25 Sep 1951 a
26 Montenegro 4 23 Oct 2006 d
27 Netherlands (Kingdom of the) 5 19-Sep-49 19-Sep-52
28 Nigeria 5 Mar 1968 a
29 Norway 19-Sep-49
30 Poland 29 Oct 1958 a
31 Portugal 15 Feb 1957 a
32 Romania 26 Jan 1961 a
33 Russian Federation 17 Aug 1959 a
34 Rwanda 5 Aug 1964 d
35 San Marino 19 Mar 1962 a
36 Senegal 13 Jul 1962 a
37 Serbia 6 12 Mar 2001 d
38 Slovakia 3 28 May 1993 d
39 Spain 13 Feb 1958 a
40 Sweden 19-Sep-49 25-Feb-52
41 Switzerland 19-Sep-49
42 Thailand 15 Aug 1962 a
43 Tunisia 8 Nov 1957 a
44 Uganda 15 Apr 1965 a

45
United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland 16 May 1966 a



Convention on Road Signs and Signal
Vienna, 8 November 1968

Sr. No Participant Signature
Accession(a), 

Succession(d), 
Ratification

1 Abania 6 Feb 2004 a
2 Armenia 28 Jun 2018 a
3 Austria 8 Nov 1968 11-Aug-81
4 Azerbaijan 22 Feb 2011 a
5 Bahrain 4 May 1973 a
6 Belarus 8 Nov 1968 18-Jun-74
7 Belgium 8 Nov 1968 16-Nov-88
8 Benin 7 Jul 2022 a
9 Bosnia and Herzegovina 4 12 Jan 1994 d
10 Brazil 8 Nov 1968
11 Bulgaria 8 Nov 1968 28-Dec-78
12 Central African Republic 3 Feb 1988 a
13 Chile 8 Nov 1968 27-Dec-74
14 Costa Rica 8 Nov 1968
15 Côte d'Ivoire 24 Jul 1985 a
16 Croatia 4 2 Nov 1993 d
17 Cuba 30 Sep 1977 a
18 Cyprus 16 Aug 2016 a
19 Czech Republic 5 2 Jun 1993 d

20 Democratic Republic of the Congo 25 Jul 1977 a
21 Denmark 6 8 Nov 1968 3 Nov 1986
22 Ecuador 8 Nov 1968
23 Estonia 24 Aug 1992 a
24 Finland 16-Dec-69 1 Apr 1985
25 France 8 Nov 1968 9 Dec 1971
26 Georgia 15 May 2001 a
27 Germany 7, 8 8 Nov 1968 3 Aug 1978
28 Ghana 22-Aug-69
29 Greece 18 Dec 1986 a
30 Guyana 25 Sep 2008 a
31 Holy See 8 Nov 1968
32 Hungary 8 Nov 1968 16-Mar-76
33 India 10 Mar 1980 a
34 Indonesia 8 Nov 1968
35 Iran (Islamic Republic of) 8 Nov 1968 21-May-76
36 Iraq 18 Dec 1988 a
37 Italy 8 Nov 1968 7 Feb 1997
38 Kazakhstan 4 Apr 1994 a
39 Kuwait 13 May 1980 a
40 Kyrgyzstan 30 Aug 2006 a
41 Latvia 19 Oct 1992 a

Sr. No Participant Signature
Accession(a), 

Succession(d), 
Ratification

42 Liberia 16 Sep 2005 a
43 Liechtenstein 2 Mar 2020 a
44 Lithuania 20 Nov 1991 a
45 Luxembourg 8 Nov 1968 25-Nov-75
46 Maldives 9 Jan 2023 a
47 Mexico 8 Nov 1968
48 Mongolia 19 Dec 1997 a
49 Montenegro 9 23 Oct 2006 d
50 Morocco 29 Dec 1982 a
51 Myanmar 26 Jun 2019 a

52 Netherlands (Kingdom of the) 10 8 Nov 2007 a
53 Nigeria 3 Feb 2011 a
54 North Macedonia 4 20 Dec 1999 d
55 Norway 23-Dec-69 1 Apr 1985
56 Pakistan 14 Jan 1980 a
57 Philippines 8 Nov 1968 27-Dec-73
58 Poland 8 Nov 1968 23-Aug-84
59 Portugal 8 Nov 1968 27-Oct-09
60 Republic of Korea 11 29-Dec-69
61 Republic of Moldova 8 Oct 2015 a
62 Romania 8 Nov 1968 9 Dec 1980
63 Russian Federation 8 Nov 1968 7 Jun 1974
64 San Marino 8 Nov 1968 20-Jul-70
65 Saudi Arabia 31 Mar 2022 a
66 Senegal 19 Apr 1972 a
67 Serbia 4 12 Mar 2001 d
68 Seychelles 11 Apr 1977 a
69 Slovakia 5 28 May 1993 d
70 Slovenia 14 Apr 2011 d
71 Spain 8 Nov 1968
72 Sweden 8 Nov 1968 25-Jul-85
73 Switzerland 8 Nov 1968 11-Dec-91
74 Tajikistan 9 Mar 1994 a
75 Thailand 8 Nov 1968
76 Tunisia 5 Jan 2004 a
77 Türkiye 17 May 2023 a
78 Turkmenistan 14 Jun 1993 a
79 Uganda 23 Aug 2022 a
80 Ukraine 8 Nov 1968 12-Jul-74
81 United Arab Emirates 10 Jan 2007 a

82 United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 8 Nov 1968

83 Uzbekistan 17 Jan 1995 a

84 Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) 8 Nov 1968
85 Viet Nam 20 Aug 2014 a
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Sr. No. Participant 3, 4, 5, 6 Signature Accession(a), Succession(d), Ratification
1 Albania 1 Oct 1969 a
2 Algeria 16 May 1963 a
3 Argentina 25 Nov 1960 a
4 Australia 7 Dec 1954 a
5 Austria 19-Sep-49 2 Nov 1955
6 Bangladesh 6 Dec 1978 a
7 Barbados 5 Mar 1971 d
8 Belgium 19-Sep-49 23-Apr-54
9 Benin 5 Dec 1961 d

10 Botswana 3 Jan 1967 a
11 Brunei Darussalam 12 Mar 2020 a
12 Bulgaria 13 Feb 1963 a
13 Burkina Faso 31 Aug 2009 a
14 Cambodia 14 Mar 1956 a
15 Canada 23 Dec 1965 a
16 Central African Republic 4 Sep 1962 d
17 Chile 10 Aug 1960 a
18 Congo 15 May 1962 a
19 Côte d'Ivoire 8 Dec 1961 d
20 Croatia 7 Feb 2020 a
21 Cuba 1 Oct 1952 a
22 Cyprus 6 Jul 1962 d
23 Czech Republic 7 2 Jun 1993 d
24 Democratic Republic of the Congo 6 Mar 1961 d
25 Denmark 19-Sep-49 3 Feb 1956
26 Dominican Republic 19-Sep-49 15-Aug-57
27 Ecuador 26 Sep 1962 a
28 Egypt 19-Sep-49 28-May-57
29 Estonia 1 Apr 2021 a
30 Fiji 31 Oct 1972 d
31 Finland 24 Sep 1958 a
32 France 19-Sep-49 15-Sep-50
33 Georgia 23 Jul 1993 a
34 Ghana 6 Jan 1959 a
35 Greece 1 Jul 1952 a
36 Guatemala 10 Jan 1962 a
37 Haiti 12 Feb 1958 a
38 Holy See 5 Oct 1953 a
39 Hungary 30 Jul 1962 a
40 Iceland 22 Jul 1983 a
41 India 19-Sep-49 9 Mar 1962
42 Ireland 31 May 1962 a
43 Israel 19-Sep-49 6 Jan 1955
44 Italy 19-Sep-49 15-Dec-52
45 Jamaica 9 Aug 1963 d
46 Japan 7 Aug 1964 a
47 Jordan 14 Jan 1960 a
48 Kyrgyzstan 22 Mar 1994 a
49 Lao People's Democratic Republic 6 Mar 1959 a
50 Lebanon 19-Sep-49 2 Aug 1963
51 Lesotho 27 Sep 1973 a
52 Liechtenstein 2 Mar 2020 a

Convention on Road Traffic
Geneva, 19 September 1949

Sr. No. Participant 3, 4, 5, 6 Signature Accession(a), Succession(d), Ratification
53 Lithuania 4 Feb 2019 a
54 Luxembourg 19-Sep-49 17-Oct-52
55 Madagascar 27 Jun 1962 d
56 Malawi 17 Feb 1965 d
57 Malaysia 10 Sep 1958 a
58 Mali 19 Nov 1962 d
59 Malta 3 Jan 1966 d
60 Monaco 3 Aug 1951 a
61 Montenegro 8 23 Oct 2006 d
62 Morocco 7 Nov 1956 d
63 Namibia 13 Oct 1993 d
64 Netherlands (Kingdom of the) 9 19-Sep-49 19-Sep-52
65 New Zealand 10 12 Feb 1958 a
66 Niger 25 Aug 1961 d
67 Nigeria 3 Feb 2011 a
68 Norway 19-Sep-49 11-Apr-57
69 Papua New Guinea 12 Feb 1981 a
70 Paraguay 18 Oct 1965 a
71 Peru 9 Jul 1957 a
72 Philippines 19-Sep-49 15-Sep-52
73 Poland 29 Oct 1958 a
74 Portugal 28 Dec 1955 a
75 Republic of Korea 11 14 Jun 1971 d
76 Romania 26 Jan 1961 a
77 Russian Federation 17 Aug 1959 a
78 Rwanda 5 Aug 1964 d
79 San Marino 19 Mar 1962 a
80 Senegal 13 Jul 1962 d
81 Serbia 12 12 Mar 2001 d
82 Sierra Leone 13 Mar 1962 d
83 Singapore 29 Nov 1972 d
84 Slovakia 7 1 Feb 1993 d
85 Slovenia 13 Jul 2017 d
86 South Africa 19-Sep-49 9 Jul 1952 a
87 Spain 13 Feb 1958 a
88 Sri Lanka 26 Jul 1957 a
89 Sweden 19-Sep-49 25-Feb-52
90 Switzerland 19-Sep-49
91 Syrian Arab Republic 11 Dec 1953 a
92 Thailand 15 Aug 1962 a
93 Togo 27 Feb 1962 d
94 Trinidad and Tobago 8 Jul 1964 a
95 Tunisia 8 Nov 1957 a
96 Türkiye 17 Jan 1956 a
97 Uganda 15 Apr 1965 a
98 United Arab Emirates 10 Jan 2007 a

99
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland
19-Sep-49 8 Jul 1957

100 United States of America 19-Sep-49 30-Aug-50
101 Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) 11 May 1962 a
102 Viet Nam 2 Nov 1953 a
103 Zimbabwe 1 Dec 1998 d
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Sr. No . Participant 6 Signature Accession(a), Succession(d), 
Ratification

1 Albania 29 Jun 2000 a
2 Armenia 8 Feb 2005 a
3 Austria 8 Nov 1968 11-Aug
4 Azerbaijan 3 Jul 2002 a
5 Bahamas 14 May 1991 a
6 Bahrain 4 May 1973 a
7 Belarus 8 Nov 1968 27198
8 Belgium 8 Nov 1968 16-Nov-88
9 Benin 7 Jul 2022 a

10 Bosnia and Herzegovina 7 1 Sep 1993 d
11 Brazil 8 Nov 1968 29-Oct
12 Bulgaria 8 Nov 1968 28-Dec
13 Cabo Verde 12 Jun 2018 a
14 Central African Republic 3 Feb 1988 a
15 Costa Rica 8 Nov 1968
16 Chile 8 Nov 1968
17 Côte d'Ivoire 24 Jul 1985 a
18 Croatia 7 23 Nov 1992 d
19 Cuba 30 Sep 1977 a
20 Czech Republic 8 2 Jun 1993 d
21 Democratic Republic of the Congo 25 Jul 1977 a
22 Denmark 9 8 Nov 1968 3 Nov 1986
23 Ecuador 8 Nov 1968
24 Estonia 24 Aug 1992 a
25 Ethiopia 25 Aug 2021 a
26 Finland 16-Dec-69 1 Apr 1985
27 France 8 Nov 1968 9 Dec 1971
28 Georgia 23 Jul 1993 a
29 Germany 10, 11 8 Nov 1968 3 Aug 1978
30 Guyana 31 Jan 1973 a
31 Honduras 3 Feb 2020 a
32 Ghana 22-Aug-69
33 Greece 18 Dec 1986 a
34 Indonesia 8 Nov 1968
35 Iran (Islamic Republic of) 8 Nov 1968 21-May
36 Holy See 8 Nov 1968
37 Hungary 8 Nov 1968 27835
38 Kuwait 14 Mar 1980 a
39 Kazakhstan 4 Apr 1994 a
40 Kenya 9 Sep 2009 a
41 Israel 8 Nov 1968 11-May
42 Italy 8 Nov 1968 2 Oct 1996
43 Latvia 19 Oct 1992 a
44 Liberia 16 Sep 2005 a

Convention on Road Traffic
Vienna, 8 November 1968

Sr. No . Participant 6 Signature Accession(a), Succession(d), Ratification

45 Iraq 1 Feb 2017 a
46 Kyrgyzstan 30 Aug 2006 a
47 Mongolia 19 Dec 1997 a
48 Maldives 9 Jan 2023 a
49 Mexico 8 Nov 1968
50 Liechtenstein 2 Mar 2020 a
51 Lithuania 20 Nov 1991 a
52 Luxembourg 8 Nov 1968 27723
53 Monaco 6 Jun 1978 a
54 Montenegro 12 23 Oct 2006 d
55 Morocco 29 Dec 1982 a
56 Myanmar 26 Jun 2019 a
57 Netherlands (Kingdom of the) 13 8 Nov 2007 a
58 Niger 11 Jul 1975 a
59 Nigeria 18 Oct 2018 a
60 North Macedonia 7, 14 18 Aug 1993 d
61 Norway 23-Dec-69 1 Apr 1985
62 Oman 9 Jun 2020 a
63 Pakistan 19 Mar 1986 a
64 Peru 6 Oct 2006 a
65 Philippines 8 Nov 1968 27-Dec
66 Poland 8 Nov 1968 30917
67 Portugal 8 Nov 1968 40451
68 Qatar 6 Mar 2013 a
69 Republic of Korea 15 29-Dec-69
70 Republic of Moldova 26 May 1993 a
71 Romania 8 Nov 1968 9 Dec 1980
72 Russian Federation 8 Nov 1968 7 Jun 1974
73 San Marino 8 Nov 1968 20-Jul
74 Saudi Arabia 12 May 2016 a
75 Senegal 16 Aug 1972 a
76 Serbia 7 12 Mar 2001 d
77 Seychelles 11 Apr 1977 a
78 Slovakia 8 1 Feb 1993 d
79 Slovenia 7 6 Jul 1992 d
80 South Africa 1 Nov 1977 a
81 Spain 8 Nov 1968
82 State of Palestine 11 Nov 2019 a
83 Sweden 8 Nov 1968 31253
84 Switzerland 8 Nov 1968 33583
85 Tajikistan 9 Mar 1994 a
86 Thailand 8 Nov 1968 1 May 2020
87 Tunisia 5 Jan 2004 a
88 Türkiye 22 Jan 2013 a
89 Turkmenistan 14 Jun 1993 a
90 Uganda 23 Aug 2022 a
91 Ukraine 8 Nov 1968 12-Jul
92 United Arab Emirates 10 Jan 2007 a

93
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland 16, 17
8 Nov 1968 43187

94 Uruguay 8 Apr 1981 a
95 Uzbekistan 17 Jan 1995 a
96 Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) 8 Nov 1968
97 Viet Nam 18 20 Aug 2014 a
98 Zimbabwe 31 Jul 1981 a
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• IDPs should, therefore, be issued only by the contracting 
parties of both the Conventions of Road Signs and Signals & 
Road Traffic of 1968 only (or perhaps, 1949 as well).

• IDPs should be restricted only to those contracting parties 
who have legalized the clause of issuance of IDPs and 
recognition of IDPs issued by other nations. 

• Finally, the issuance of IDPs should not be a matter of 
commerce by the automobile associations but rather a permit 
that has use and acceptance



It was suggested that the Global Forum for Road Traffic Safety 
should underline the need for and importance of the IDP. 
One of the most important concerns highlighted was the 
understanding of Codes of Practice of Signs, Signals and Road 
markings, as now designed by the Expert Group of Signs & 
Signals, which a driver of an IDP must recognize while touring 
different countries.

Towards this end, member countries, ensuring that they are 
contracting parties to the Convention of Road Signs and 
Signals of 1968 (currently only 73 countries are contracting 
parties), should be given preference for such issuance. 
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