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• Updates on policies and processes on air quality and health – input from the UNECE 
Secretariat, the European Commission and WHO headquarters

• Sharing country experiences 

• Progress in research of health aspects of air pollution 

• Update on the tools, including AirQ+ and CLIMAQ-H and capacity building activities

• Communication on air pollution and health

• Relevant global and regional developments

– Budapest Declaration of the 7th Ministerial Conference on Environmental and Health (July 2023)

– 2nd Global Conference on Air Pollution and Health (Oct. 2024)

– …..

27th Task Force on Health (TFH) meeting – 22-23 May 2024
Bonn, Germany, in person and on-line



2024-2025 Workplan of TFH



Update of Health Risks of Air Pollution in Europe (HRAPIE-2) 
– the rationale

• New evidence providing CRFs published in 2012 ̶ 2021

• Updated WHO global air quality guidelines using systematic reviews 
(SRs) on effects of PM2.5, PM10, O3 and NO2 on mortality

• Work of several groups using and recommending CRFs 

• Opportunity: WHO HQ’s Estimating the Morbidity from Air 
Pollution and its Economic Costs (EMAPEC) project, enabling 
HRAPIE-2 to focus on mortality

https://www.who.int/health-topics/environmental-health/estimating-the-morbidity-from-air-pollution-and-its-economic-costs#tab=tab_1

https://www.who.int/health-topics/environmental-health/estimating-the-morbidity-from-air-pollution-and-its-economic-costs#tab=tab_1


Scoping of HRAPIE-2

• Air pollutants included: PM2.5, PM10, NO2, ozone

• Health outcomes:
- Mortality: CRFs included in HRAPIE + AQG + few others

- Morbidity: from EMAPEC

• Main focus on long-term effects 

• Additional sections on short-term effects 

• Emphasis on systematic review results, with discussion on results of pooled analyses 
or individual major studies (e.g. ELAPSE, MCC)

• Associated information for health impact assessment (e.g., health data, CRF shape)

• Geographical scope: main focus on WHO European Region
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EH TOOLS

AirQ+ software tool for health risk assessment of air pollution (who.int) Climate Change Mitigation, Air Quality and Health (CLIMAQ-H) (who.int)

15 Feb 2024

https://www.who.int/europe/tools-and-toolkits/airq---software-tool-for-health-risk-assessment-of-air-pollution
https://www.who.int/europe/tools-and-toolkits/climate-change-mitigation--air-quality-and-health-(climaq-h)
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Capacity building activities

Strengthening capacities in assessing health risks of air pollution in Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan: WHO training workshop

• Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, 04-08 
December 2023

• 30 environmental and public health 
experts from Kazakhstan and 
Kyrgyzstan

• To increase awareness and 
knowledge of the health effects of 
air pollution and improve ability to 
assess the related health risks

• Group discussion and hands-on 
exercises

https://www.who.int/europe/news-room/events/item/2023/12/04/default-calendar/strengthening-capacities-in-assessing-health-risks-of-air-pollution-in-kyrgyzstan-and-kazakhstan--who-training-workshop
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Continuation of activities 

• Formulation of health messages in air pollution 

• Risk communication activities for different stakeholders 

Supporting emerging interventions 

• Applying Behavioral and Cultural Insight 
(BCI) approach for individual protective 
behaviors, including for vulnerable groups  

Recent WHO publications to support the planned activities



Report of personal-level actions to reduce air pollution exposure in 
the WHO European Region (2024)

Summary of information and formulating practical advice for general 
and vulnerable population by 5 main categories

Uniform set of criteria: Effectiveness in enhancing health and reducing 
exposure to air pollution, personal costs, social factors, barriers, etc.

• Reducing time spent in polluted outdoor environments

• Adjusting the location and timing of physical activity

• Using air cleaners (portable and central/ventilation/air condition)

• Wearing face coverings (respirators and face masks)

• Mobility options (transport, active transportation, routes, driving style 
and vehicle settings)



TFH in the wider regional and global context



The Budapest Declaration and its Road Map to 2030 

accelerate progress and action towards addressing 

health challenges related to environmental pollution, 

climate change, and loss of biodiversity, while 

recovering from the COVID-19 crisis



WHO/TFH presentations at the annual EANET seminars – 2022, 2023

Seminar on the Effects of Acid Deposition and Air Pollution on Human Health and Ecosystems (eanet.asia)

https://www.eanet.asia/seminar-on-the-effects-of-acid-deposition-and-air-pollution-on-human-health-and-ecosystems-registration/?utm_source=EANET+All+Contacts&utm_campaign=883406e8ab-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_OCT_2023&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_777eea1749-883406e8ab-477557336


Forthcoming regional event – TFH participation in the panel on AQ

V4+ Conference on Environment and Health in Central and Eastern Europe | RECETOX (muni.cz)

https://www.recetox.muni.cz/en/about-us/events-calendar/v4-conference-on-environment-and-health-in-central-and-eastern-europe


Forthcoming global WHO conference on air pollution and health

Second Global Conference on Air Pollution and Health (who.int)

• 29-31 October, 2024

• Ghana

https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2024/10/29/default-calendar/second-global-conference-on-air-pollution-and-health


Thank you


