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Urban and peri-urban forests

• Climate change impacts

• Increasing urbanization

• Air pollution from traffic and industry

• Mental and physical health crises 

• Loss and fragmentation of urban natural areas

• Not enough trees and green spaces

• Food insecurity, food loss & waste

PROBLEMS CITIES FACE



URBAN FOOD 
and URBAN 
FORESTS 

Benefits of urban
trees & forests
could be doubled
if edible species
were planted

ONE SOLUTION, TWICE THE 
BENEFIT 

• Use already existing forest ecosystems in 
and around our cities to provide nutritious, 
healthy and locally grown food.

• Urban food forests combine agriculture, 
forestry and agroforestry to duplicate 
benefits of urban greening.

• Food production close to cities to make 
food available for all and where it si 
produced 

Digital tools help to ensure the food grown by food forests is integrated 
into the local food system and eaten.

To scale this requires DATA & 
TRACING of the food produced 



NaturEaTown (NET) has been designed to enable
effective local action across the UNECE region

Platform built for collaboration
• convenes actors across local food value chains in a single virtual place; 
• helps all including cities, farmers, producers, distributors, sellers and 

NGOs to collaborate.

Data backed by block-chain
• transparent, consistent data to trace food and measure the impact of 

programs and initiatives;
• brings cost-effective transparency and traceability to local interventions.

Regionally connected
• supports local action across the UNECE region; 
• with users benefitting from global applications of the platform. 



A block-chain powered food 
management tool for collaboration in 

cities and countries
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ONE 
PLATFORM 
SOLUTION

• Convenes & traces 
food at risk of being 
wasted

• Connects to existing 
food marketing 
platforms

• Compiles data 
across local food 
systems

✓Improving food management and policies while minimizing 
food loss & waste

✓Measuring and communicating impact of policies, strategies, 
programs while helping to plan adequate food programs

✓Supporting transparent reporting

✓Managing supply chain partners for increased impact

✓Organizing local farming and increasing access to healthy food

PILOTING OF THE PLATFORM 
TO MAP, MEASURE, MOBILIZE LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS 

LOOKING FOR PILOT PARTNERS 



Liliana Annovazzi-Jakab

Chief, UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber 
Section

UNECE 

Thank you
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