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EFA and forest
biodiversity
activities

EUROPEAN FOREST ALLIANCE

Informal mechanism between the secretariats from:

• FAO EFC

• UNECE COFFI

• European network INTEGRATE

• European Environmental Agency (EC)

• FOREST EUROPE

to inform each other on latest development to
enhance synergies and to work on common topics
and propose joint activities
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Pan-European Criteria and Indicators - Biodiversity

-> But current policy discussions lead to new data and information needs on the 
state and development of forest biodiversity incl. management approaches and 
their effects on biodiversity
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Pan-European Criteria and Indicators - Biodiversity

• ...are "children of the time” in view of their development and data availability

• Pan-European forest biodiversity indicators helped to:

• Find common definitions

• improve monitoring instruments

• allow for time series reporting

• Also...

• Contains proxy indicators (e.g. protected areas)

• Limited means for comprehensive assessment on the progress of 
maintaining and enhancing biodiversity
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Needs for a closer look..

• Weakest indicators -> low data availability 
and quality 

• Biodiversity monitoring has much improved, 
countries have now more and better data

• Many new/additional CBD indicators

• also in other forest C&I processes 
biodiversity is a major focus

• Biodiv. indicators are high on the political 
agenda, need to be in coherence with the 
main political instruments & goals
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Need for
biodiversity
indicators
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• working on post-2020 global biodiversity framework to 
halt biodiversity loss by 2030CBD

• developing criteria for a sustainable finance scheme

EC Taxonomy regulation

• developing new indicators and thresholds on forest biodiversity

• promoting use of satellite dataEC Forest Strategy 2030

• proposing use of common indicators to assess the status of forests
EC Regulation on nature 

restoration in Europe (proposal)

• working on revisiting biodiversity indicators and key SFM indicators

FOREST EUROPE



Building on the
existing
framework…
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Outlook –
Pragmatic
solutions
needed

• Deletion/revision of weak indicators

• Biodiversity monitoring is challenging and costly        
-> selection of new/additional indicators fit for 
purpose

• Use increased data availability/new applied methods 
of countries and IDP

• Orientation on international and EU information 
needs

• Allow for target-based assessments

• No need to be comprehensive, but to be 
representative!
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Thomas Haußmann

Current chair of the European Forest Alliance

Thank you
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