Informal document sc2 No. 5 (2023)

Distr.: Restricted
13 November 2023

English only

Working Party on Rail Transport

Seventy-seventh session
Geneva, 15-17 November 2023
Item 2 of the provisional agenda

Workshop: “The Future of International Rail Passenger Transport”

Austrian experience on international rail passenger transport

Submitted by Austria

Please recycle@



= Federal Ministry
Republic of Austria
Climate Action, Environment,
Energy, Mobility,
Innovation and Technology

International rail passenger
transport: Situation in Austria

Vienna, 2023



Table of Contents

1 International day trains ....cccieeeieiieiieiriirtetrrereereeereneeentersernsereneressrenssenssensssnsesnsesnne 3
1.1 Austrian Federal RailWays (OBB) ........coovvveiereriiieeeeeteeecteeeeeteeesesseeetesetesseseseesesessssensenas 3
1.2 WESTDANN .ttt e e s e e s s bta e e e s baeeeesnabaeeessaraeeeeanes 4
2 International Night trains....c.cccciieeiiieiiiiiirc et reiereereeerenereenseanseasernsernseranesensnnnns 5
Y (=TT o 11 Y=o T g oo T 1 4| o] o (USRI 7
YT T G- o PP UPRSPPPRPN 8
CouChette Car COMFOIT ..ot e e e e sabe e 8
Barrier-free compartment COMTOrt.......ooccuiiii i 8
Seat car & MUItIfuNCLioNAl Area .....cooieiiie i 9

Page 2 of 10 International rail passenger transport: Situation in Austria



1 International day trains

1.1 Austrian Federal Railways (OBB)

The OBB-Personenverkehr AG (OBB) operates a comprehensive network of international

day trains in cooperation with other railway undertakings, mainly other federal railways

(see red lines in Figure 1).

Figure 1: International day and night train lines operated by OBB and its partners
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Austria is well connected to many other European countries by day trains. For instance,

from Vienna day trains run to other major European cities as follows:
e hourly direct connection: Budapest, Bratislava

e two-hourly direct connection: Munich, Frankfurt, Zurich, Praha

e several direct trains per day: Berlin, Hamburg, Cologne, Venice, Warszawa, Krakow

e single direct train per day: Ljubljana, Trieste, Zagreb, Kosice
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1.2 WESTbahn

WESTbahn Management GmbH is a privately owned Austrian company. Since 2011 it has
offered train services between Vienna and Salzburg. In recent years, WESTbahn extended
its network to Munich, currently offering five trains between Vienna and Munich daily in

both directions (see Figure 2). The company intends to extend its network to Budapest in

the near future.

Figure 2: Train lines operated by WESTbahn
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WESTbahn operates a fleet of double-decker trains (each consisting of six coaches) that
offer spacious leather seats, each with a 220V power socket, free Wi-Fi throughout the
train, air conditioning, luggage racks, gender-separated toilets, four WESTcafés per train
(with coffee, cold drinks and snack vending machines) and three comfort classes. The
trains are low-floor with extra-wide entry doors allowing for step-free boarding. The

maximum speed is 200 km/h.
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2 International night trains

Austria is well connected to many other European countries also by night trains (see
Figure 3). The Austrian Federal Railways (OBB), in particular, operate a comprehensive
network of night trains labelled as “Nightjet”. Furthermore, partner railway undertakings

of OBB, mainly other federal railways, operate night train lines labelled as “EuroNight”.

Figure 3: Night train network of OBB and its partner railway untertakings

S(odsholm
HAMBURG 5 &
Bremen
AMSTERDAM BERLIN
HANNOVER \ pake e o Verszava
Amhem \\
\\
N
. Halle \
> Gottingen \\Q\WROQAW
BRUXELLES = D
Q 3 Da Y
? Usti nad Labem ¢ Déin
i
in; [} 0
S PRAH A /»’ Krakow
Mancheim ¢ Nimberg "/
s |
PARI S Strasbourg
& Budapest o Debrecen
Dradea
Szolnok
.;A'ad
[ et °L|ub!jana »2agreb 3
Timisoara
MILANO ! :
VENEZIA o+
S
G EN OVA 7 Knin o
ANCONA S ospit
Nightjet
= \Vien—Paris
we \Vien — Feldkirch — Bregenz
Wien —Linz —Ziirich EuroNight

=== Graz—Leoben—Zirich me Warszawa —Krakow —Wien — Graz

=== Zrich—Basel ~Hannover - Hamburg weBudapest —Bratislava—Wroctaw—Berlin
= Ziirich—Basel - Berlin IROMA === Budapest —Wien —Miinchen — Stuttgart
we 7iirich—Basel — Amsterdam we Budapest —Wien —Ziirich

s (3raz —Wien —Wroctaw —Berlin we Zagreb—Villach—Ziirich

e \Nien —Linz — Amsterdam === Zagreb—Ljubljana—Miinchen —Stuttgart
== \Wien —Linz—Bruxelles we Rijeka—Opatija—Miinchen—Stuttgart
w \Wien —Linz —Hamburg we Bratislava—Wien—Split

m= [nnsbruck —Miinchen—Amsterdam e Praha—Feldkirch—Zurich

=== nnsbruck —Munchen—Hamburg wes Ziirich — Leipzig — Dresden —Praha

mm \Vien —Linz — Udine —Venezia P S

m— Stuttgart—Minchen - Udine-Venezia Weitere Nachtziige

wess \Wien —Firenze —Roma/ Bologna—Ancona ««=x Wien—Budapest — Lwiw — Kyjiw

m== \\fien —Milano —Genova —La Spezia «»«» Wien—Budapest— Brasov—Bucuresti
wess Miinchen —Firenze—Roma/ Bologna —Ancona =«=s Wien—Budapest —Timisoara—Bucuresti
we Miinchen—Milano —Genova —La Spezia «»=» Wien—Budapest—Cluj-Napoca

International rail passenger transport: Situation in Austria 50f 10



Besides Nightjet lines starting/ending in Austria, OBB also operates Nightjet lines entirely
outside of Austria, such as the line between Zirich and Hamburg/Berlin.

The federal state of Austria — more precisely the Federal Ministry Republic of Austria
Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and Technology — financially
supports the operation of night trains that run on a regular basis. However, only the

Austrian section of night trains is subsidized.

Both the Nightjet network and the EuroNight network have been extended gradually in
recent years. In 2024, a new Nightjet line between Berlin and Paris/Brussels, a new
Nightjet line between Berlin and Vienna/Graz and a new EuroNight line between Munich
and Warszawa will go into operation (see Figure 4).

Figure 4: International day and night train lines starting in 2024
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All Nightjet and EuroNight trains are currently operated with conventional coaches.
However, OBB ordered 33 sets of new night trains (“Nightjet of the new generation”),
which will go into operation in the upcoming years. The first sets of trains will run

between Vienna / Innsbruck and Hamburg as of December 2023 (see Figure 5).
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Figure 5: Nightjet of the new generation (OBB)

Each Nightjet of the new generation consists of seven coaches (two sleeping cars, three

couchettes and two seat cars) and a locomotive. The maximum speed is 230 km/h.

There are different comfort classes, which are characterized as follows:

Sleeping car comfort

e 2 built-in beds one above the other (can be booked as a compartment for 1 or 2
people)

e Compartment with en suite sanitary facilities (WC & shower)

e Comfortable seating

International rail passenger transport: Situation in Austria 7 of 10



Mini Cabin

e New type of sleeping pods for maximum privacy
e Lockers for shoes & hand luggage

* Movable folding table for breakfast

e Reading lamp, storage space, coat hooks, mirror

Couchette car comfort
e Modern 4-berth compartments for families & groups
e  Built-in beds

e More space & privacy

Barrier-free compartment comfort
e Disabled accessible compartment for up to 2 wheelchair users & 2 accompanying

passengers
e Modern accessible WC next door

e Wagon with low-floor entrance
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Seat car & multifunctional area

* Double bucket seats with folding armrest & full-length headrest
e Storage facilities, reading lamps & inductive charging at the seats
e Multifunctional area with low-floor entrance

e Bicycle parking spaces

e Space for luggage, pushchairs, skis & snowboards

e Luggage security with NFC function on the luggage racks

The new Nightjet trains offer a variety of technical innovations:

e A new feature is free on-board Wi-Fi. Those who want to stay entertained can surf
free of charge on the OBB OnBoard-Portal Railnet night, and use it to stream as well as
read a range of digital newspapers and magazines.

e A modern passenger information system keeps passengers up to date with the latest
travel information.

e Alongside conventional plug sockets, there are also USB charging options and an
inductive charging station for a wide range of electronic devices.

e The compartments are fitted with an electronic access system using NFC cards and all

wagons have video surveillance to further improve safety.
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