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Improving transport infrastructure for the purpose of

enhanced transport connectivity and sustainability in
the SPECA region
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ESCAP’s role in supporting seamless land transport~

connectivity in Asia and the Pacific

Asian Highway Network Trans-Asian Railway Dry Ports
Network

S = <y v § \
A ,;@ I : et K«” g
e Mg e e Ve
\ - e °.
() S sl o T ¥
/ T =R 7 Ao
'S A N > T ] { -
W A Sl [ | i ¢
YA S AH2 | AH4 | ( 7 L o )
Ji Y SR e ) Y
£ N LB AN E | i 3 A s
y ~ oyl /
|AH47 / ol 1 (
hir) J \ (
v < / \ 16}
\ ) i 9S 3 )
\ § s ¢ ~
b [an3) | AH1Z H N
; A it \
SRS = 1 I
e w \
& R - ) \
A ;’4/ ~73 ¥ 3 5 {
) f Phnum Pénfrrambent) 9
/ X 4
{ : Aot %
Masle

/ / | 2 [
¥ {
3/ ! y
0
Colombot =
9 | o
N : o s B

_ Olintergovernmental Agreement
intergovernmental Agreement on Asian on Trans-Asian Railway Qintergovernmental

Highway network network Agreement on Dry Ports

LEntered into force in July 2005 CIEntered into force in June 2009 QEntered into force in
L130 Parties [J21 Parties April 2016
17 Parties
] B D [ . 0 I e



Status of the implementation of the ESCAP infrastructure
Agreements in SPECA countries

Intergovernmental
Agreement on Asian

Asia-Pacific Transport Network

North and Central Asia
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Major developments in 2023 in promoting infrastr

and operational connectivity

. Asian Highway Network

Updated AH routes in Sri Lanka and added
three new AH in the Philippines

Discussed supporting environmentally
sustainable and resilient transport
infrastructure along the Asian Highway
Network

Reiterated the importance of enhancing the
infrastructure and operational connectivity

of the Asian Highway Network, using, where

appropriate, a corridor approach

. Trans-Asian Railway Network

Updated TAR routes in the Russian
Federation and in Thailand

Adopted the new Annex to TAR on General
principles on electronic information
exchange/data interchange among railways
and between railways and control agencies
along the Trans-Asian Railway Network

Adopted Strategy 2030 on Accelerating Rail
Digital Transformation in the Asia-Pacific
Region

. Dry Ports

Updated dry ports in Islamic
Republic of Iran, Mongolia and
Thailand

Discussed digitalization of
transport corridors and
multimodal transport
operations

Cooperation with ASEAN on
development of the future
ASEAN Dry Ports Database




Asian nghways

v ESCAP is working on strengthening sustainable transport

connectivity by collecting and disseminating best practices in

development of low carbon and resilient road infrastructure along the .

Asian Highway network

v National capacity building workshops on these issues were held in ==
Kyrgyzstan on 5 July 2023; Kazakhstan on 6 September 2023; and

the last one will be held in Azerbaijan on 30 November 2023

v' ESCAP “inventory of best practices” for Asia and the Pacific, supported |
by the 10t meeting of the Working Group on Asian Highway, will present k —

" % .

technical aspects of the low carbon and resilient road transport sector, '
notably development of roadside services and road safety, road fundlng _

issues, sustainable modes of transport and samples of national

development strategies.




Highlight No.2 : Supporting electronic information excha géum
and digitalization along the TAR network

New annex to the TAR Agreement - “General principles on
electronic information exchange/data interchange among
railways and between railways and control agencies
along the Trans-Asian Railway Network"

v

v

Adopted by Parties to the Agreement at the 8t meeting of the
Working Group on TAR Network

Provides grounds for the further harmonization of electronic
information exchange/data interchange to increase the
competitiveness of railway transport along the TAR Network

Encourages the members of the Network to use standards and
practices on electronic information exchange/data interchange
developed by international railway organizations

Serves as a basis for developing various agreements on
harmonizing electronic information exchange/data interchange
among railways and between railways and control agencies
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Strategy 2030 on Accelerating Rail Digital
Transformation in the Asia-Pacific

Adopted by the Working Group on the TAR Network at its
8t meeting

Resulting from a High-level Conference on Accelerating
Rail Digital Transformation in Asia-Pacific held in New
Delhi, 5-6 April 2023

The strategy is designed to:
v' Give a big push to rail digitalization,
v Boost the competitiveness of rail transport

v Enhance the sustainability of transport, thus
contributing to the realization of the SDGs

The strategy contains a guiding vision, five objectives,
eight priority areas, five enablers, as well as an
implementation and monitoring mechanism.



development in NCA
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Technical assessment of transport and logistics o b

centers in Uzbekistan for compliance with the
Guidelines for the Development and Operation of Dry
Ports (Annex Il to the Intergovernmental Agreement on
Dry Ports).

Formulation of proposals for the inclusion of transport
and logistics centers in the list of dry ports on the
territory of Uzbekistan in Annex | to the
Intergovernmental Agreement on Dry ports to be
submitted to the Working Group on Dry Ports for
approval at its next meeting in 2025

Preliminary results presented during the Uzbekistan’s
Transport Week in November 2023 in Tashkent

or Asia and the Pacific
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Supporting multimodal corridor development in SPECA

Support to the
operationalization of the
Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-
Islamic Republic of Iran
(KTI) rail corridor
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countries

@ESCAP

Overview of technical and
economic indicators of the
proposed multimodal
transport corridor
"Uzbekistan - Turkmenistan
— Iran (Islamic Republic of
Iran) - India"

POLICY BRIEF

Southeast Asia-North and Central Asia
transport corridors to support
strengthening transport connectivity
between the two subregions
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