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UNECE work on natural gas 

Group of Experts on Gas: a 
forum for dialogue on 
sustainable and clean 
production & consumption 

of gas in the ECE region 
Global Methane
Forum in March 2024

the role of gas 
infrastructure

How gas can 
accelerate 
deployment of RE

… and the role of 
natural gas in it

HTF: classification, value chain 
development, synergies

Focus on SDG 7 (Access to energy for all) – deep 
dives into SDG 13 (Climate), SDG 9 (Resilient 
infrastructure), SDG 11 (Cities), SDG 5 (Gender)



3 corner stones of carbon 
neutrality in Turkmenistan

• Methane abatement – Global Methane Forum 
to be held in March 2024

• Synergies between RE and natural gas (and 
other gases – e.g., hydrogen)

• New technologies including CCUS, gas to 
liquids, power to X



Methane abatement

• UNECE’s Best Practice Guidance for Effective Methane 
Management in the Oil and Gas Sector
- A guidance for developing and implementing effective 
practices for monitoring, reporting and verifying methane 
emissions from the oil & gas sector

• UNECE welcomes June 2023 decision by President 
Berdimuhamedov to approve the “Roadmap for the 
Development of International Cooperation for 2023-2024”

• We encourage Turkmenistan's accession to the Global 
Methane Pledge and stand ready to work with relevant 
ministries and departments to ensure the implementation

• The Global Methane Forum to be held the week of 18-22 
March 2024 – Turkmenistan is invited

https://unece.org/sustainable-energymethane-management/best-practice-guidance-effective-methane-management-oil-and
https://unece.org/sustainable-energymethane-management/best-practice-guidance-effective-methane-management-oil-and


Synergies between gas and RE

• Carbon neutrality through synergies between gas 
and renewable energy
- A UNECE publication, with 4 four case studies (Italy, 

Germany, Spain, and the US) of how natural gas could 
accelerate deployment of variable RE

• Synergies could improve EE and reliability and 
decrease GHG emissions

• Cooperation in this field could benefit Caspian 
countries, through SPECA and other mechanisms

https://unece.org/synergies-between-gas-and-renewable-energy
https://unece.org/synergies-between-gas-and-renewable-energy


New technologies

Carbon capture, storage and use (CCUS)
• Today over 80 % of primary energy comes from fossil fuels. 
• Achieving carbon neutrality will require a rapid deployment of 

CCS
• Gas infrastructure, including UGS, the use of depleted gas fields 

may accelerate the development of technologies

Power to X
• Using RE (PV & wind) create something else
• New energy carrier – usually hydrogen, but could be liquids

Gas to Liquids
• Converts methane to liquid transportation fuels via FT – a 

difficult proposition from UN perspective
• No ready answers - need to find a way to do it more sustainably



Sustainable Energy Division

E-mail: branko.milicevic@un.org
Website: https://unece.org/sustainable-energy
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/unece-sustainable-energy

Thank you for your 
attention

mailto:Branko.milicevic@un.org
https://unece.org/sustainable-energy
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fshowcase%2Funece-sustainable-energy&data=05%7C01%7Cdario.liguti%40un.org%7C7870ac7c732d41efa0d408dafd2d88e5%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638100669248093698%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IzfDFO%2FMG5QhcaLsDJOj3ePsBMONAmILSkgBJDdGLls%3D&reserved=0
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