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Definition of Disasters

“A serious disruption of the functioning of a community or a society at any scale 
due to hazardous events interacting with conditions of exposure, vulnerability 

and capacity, leading to one or more of the following: human, material, economic 
and environmental losses and impacts.”

UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
https://www.undrr.org/terminology/disaster
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https://www.undrr.org/terminology/disaster


Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
2015-2030

Four priorities for action

• Understanding disaster risk; 
• Strengthening disaster risk governance to 

manage disaster risk; 
• Investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience; 
• Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective 

response, and to “Build Back Better” in recovery, 
rehabilitation and reconstruction.

– at National and Local Levels 
– at Global and Regional Levels



Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
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From Scientific Definitions to Statistical Definitions

5
https://www.undrr.org/publication/hazard-information-profiles-supplement-undrr-isc-hazard-definition-classification

https://www.undrr.org/publication/hazard-information-profiles-supplement-undrr-isc-hazard-definition-classification
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Reporting Under Sendai
In the last six years, guidance has been published to aid the collection of harmonised hazard and disaster data under Sendai. 

Indicators that countries can use to measure progress against Sendai targets have also been agreed. 



Disaster Related Statistics Pilot Project

To provide feedback from a statistical point of view on the applicability of 
the reviewed hazard classification and its Hazard Information Profiles 

(HIPs)
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Disaster Related Statistics Pilot Project



DRS Pilot Project Draft Recommendations
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The capacity of 
stakeholders involved 
in the production and 

use of disaster-related 
statistics should be 

strengthened, 
including through 

increasing knowledge 
and awareness of 

standardised hazard 
taxonomies such as 

the Hazard Information 
Profiles

National institutional 
arrangements for 

disaster information 
and statistical 

management should 
be strengthened to 

enable better 
coordination and 
integration across 

government

Partnership 
approaches should be 
expanded to support 
countries to improve 
their approaches to 

disaster related 
statistics. 

Increased support to 
national governments 
to develop systems 

that incorporate 
evidence into decision-

making processes 



In Summary

Disaster Related Statistics and the Sendai Framework;  17 October 202312

Losses and Damages and 
linking to finance

The Hazard Information 
Profiles potentially provide the 
basis for the development of 

globally agreed statistical 
definitions – enabling better 

comparison and understanding 
of total burden.

Contextualisation is key

Sendai Framework provides 
the opportunity to unite 

professions and sectors in 
develop coherent disaster 

related statistics.



Thank you!
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