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Main purposes of agenda item 6:
• Present the status of work and minor changes since 19th session
• Present structure, layout and content of indicator metadata sheets
• (Draft) outline of final version of the Guidelines for the Application of 

Environmental Indicators – Edition 2023
• Agree on next steps
• Hear from EEA about related activities
• Promote the use of the UNECE Guidelines for the Application of 

Environmental Indicators

ECE Guidelines for the Application of 
Environmental Indicators

Introduction to session
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JTFESI requested the Secretariat to review the ECE 
set of environmental indicators and the associated 
guidelines to

 Inform better the recent global policies (such as 2030 
Agenda, Paris Agreement and Sendai Framework for 
Disaster-risk Reduction)

 Improve data availability for regular pan-European 
Environmental Assessments and reporting

 Link them with statistical frameworks, such as the 
FDES and SEEA

 Increase user-friendliness of the metadata.

Rationale
Why a review of the indicators and online guidelines?
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Some benefits of using the structure of the FDES for the list of 
recommended UNECE Environmental Indicators:

1. Use of a globally agreed structure
2. FDES defines environmental indicators, data and statistics
3. FDES is broad, comprehensive and integrative. It defines 

the overall scope of environment statistics, thus can be 
used to identify information gaps and to set priorities

4. It can handle “cross-cutting issues”, such as climate 
change, COVID-19 or circular economy

5. New indicators can easily be added
6. Supports implementation of environmental statistics
7. Methodological guidelines (e.g. Manual on the Basic Set of 

Environment Statistics) available. 

Presentation of indicators according to FDES 
structure

Benefits of aligning it with the UN FDES  
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https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes/manual_bses.cshtml
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes/manual_bses.cshtml
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1. Introduction
2. List of acronyms
3. Structure of the guidelines

• Short explanation of the FDES
• Clarification of terminology used in the document
• Links with previous Guidelines

4. How to use the Guidelines in the national context
• Identification of national priorities and additional statistics and indicators
• Data disaggregation

5. List of indicators
• Components and sub-components (according to FDES) with explanations
• List of indicators
• Metadata of priority indicators

6. Annexes (gradually developed and published online):
• Metadata sheets of all indicators
• List of statistics (and other data) needed to produce the indicators (with reference to FDES)

(Draft) Outline of document for publication
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Structure of the indicator metadata sheets
Example “D-3.8 Forest fires (area burnt by forest fires)” 1/2
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Structure of the indicator metadata sheets
Example “D-3.8 Forest fires (area burnt by forest fires)” 2/2



A. WMO released new climate normal in August 2023: New indicator B-1.5: Mean temperature 
anomaly (compared to climate normal 1991–2020)

B. Monitoring Framework for the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework adopted in 
December 2022

• 10 new and/or updated indicators on biodiversity: D-7.2, D-7.3, D-4.4, D-5.3, D-1.7, D-1.8, D-6.1, C-12.4, D-
3.12, D-5.2

• New indicator on funding on conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystems (J-1.7)
A. Expert proposal from regional training on air quality and emissions to air (4-5 May 2023):

• A-2.11: SO2: Annual mean concentration in cities (corrected from SOx to SO2)
• A-2.12: NO2: Annual mean concentration in cities (corrected from NOx to NO2)

C. Proposal by ECE forest experts: D-3.11: Forest carbon stock

A. Consideration of list of revised EEA indicators:
• A-1.22: Total emissions of NMVOCs (Non-Methane Volatile Organic Compounds)
• K-1.9: Number of people exposed to unhealthy noise levels

D. Topic “collection and treatment of wastewater”: 7 new indicators (C-15.1 – C-15.7)
E. Suggestion of JTFESI to add disaster-risk indicators: 5 new indicators (K-1.4 - K1.8)
F. Proposal made by Armenia at 19th session: J-1.8: Payments for use of natural resources

Indicators updated and added since 19th Session of 
JTFESI
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 Finalisation of work on Guidelines for the Application of Environmental 
Indicators – Edition 2023

 Continuation of work on producing indicator metadata sheets and 
publishing them online

 Regularly revise ECE Guidelines for the Application of Environmental 
Indicators to take into account recent policy developments (e.g., by 
suggesting updates or new indicators on emerging themes): ECE 
Guidelines for the Application of Environmental Indicators – 2028 Edition

Next steps
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Michael Nagy
Statistician 
UNECE

Thank you!



Proposed Decisions
The Joint Task Force

• Welcomes the progress made towards finalizing the Guidelines for the
Application of Environmental Indicators.

• Approves the minor improvements made, including in the list of indicators and
indicator metadata sheets.

• Requests the secretariat to continue work on the final version of the Guidelines
for the Application of Environmental Indicators – Edition 2023, taking into
account discussions at the present session of the Joint Task Force, and
requests the secretariat to prepare the final version of the guidelines as an
official publication in English, French and Russian in electronic and paper
editions.
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