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Population Census timeline

19,186 thousand enumerated

2021 2022September 2023

Since the last Census, the population has increased to 19,899 thousand (as of 1 July 2023) 

Census period 1 September - 30 October 2021 

July

Census summary published for:
 regions
 sex
 ethnicities
 languages

 citizenship
 religion
 COVID-19 prevalence
 COVID-19 vaccination

Publication of final results:

 Population of the RK - 2 volumes 
(population and location, 
characteristics and structure)
 ethnic composition
 education
 income and subsistence sources

 migration
 employment
 marriage and family 
 households
 housing characteristics

September

The current statistics are based on the 
Population Census findings
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The population is expected to increase up to 20 million in December 2023 

Children (0-17 years) 

Youth (14-34 years) 

Able-bodied population 
(16-60 (f) and 16-62 (m))

Elderly 
(61+ (f) and 63+ (m)

Average age (years)

2009

4,741,775 (29.6%)

5,982,466 (37.4%)

10,515,539 (65.7%)

1,356,417 (8.5%) 

31.1

2021

6,465,322 (33.7%)

5,643,187 (29.4%)

11,159,367 (58.2%)

2,096,919 (10.9%) 

31.7

beginning of 2023

Total population 16,009,597 19,186,015 19,766,807

6,738,016 (34.1%)

5,726,627 (29.0%)

11,359,953 (57.5%)

2,244,576 (11.4%) 

32.1

Changes in the age structure since the last Census
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Population 
beginning of 

2023

13,965,957 (70.7%)

3,000,611 (15.2%)

643,363 (3.3%)

380,226 (1.9%)

297,138 (1.5%)

225,345 (1.1%)

219,153 (1.1%)

150,440 (0.8%)

119,822 (0.6%)

764,752 (3.9%)

Population according to 
Census 2009
16,009,597

Ethnic composition

Population 
according to

Census 2021
19 186 015

Increase 3.18 million

Kazakhs +34% (2021 vs. 2009)

Russians -21%
Uzbeks +34%
Ukrainians +16%
Uighurs +29%
Germans +27%
Tatars +7%
Azerbaijanis +71%
Koreans +18%
Other ethnicities

13,497,891 (70.4%)

2,981,946 (15.5%)

614,047 (3.2%)

387,327 (2.0%)

290,337 (1.5%)

226,092 (1.2%)

218,653 (1.1%)

145,615 (0.8%)

118,450 (0.6%)

705,657 (3.8%)

10,096,763 (63.1%)

3,793,764 (23.7%)

456,997 (2.9%)

333,031 (2.1%)

224,713 (1.4%)

178,409 (1.1%)

204,229 (1.3%)

85,292 (0.5%)

100,385 (0.6%)

536,014 (3.4%)

Number of ethnicities

124 Increase 581 thousand

19,766,807
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Population in terms of type of locality and regions

1 112 478
2 030 285

1 234 042
1 341 292

2 054 021
540 786

756 755
735 008
814 931
833 643

1 348 468
1 199 259

675 655
673 601

2 146 576
906 220

782 995

Шымкент
Алматы
Астана

ВКО
Туркестанская 

СКО
Павлодарская 
Мангистауская 

Кызылординская 
Костанайская 

Карагандинская 
Жамбылская 

ЗКО
Атырауская 

Алматинская 
Актюбинская
Акмолинская

Population by region, Change against 2009

61.2%
11.7 mln.

38.8%
7.44 mln.

Astana

Almaty

Shymkent

 61.2% or 11.7 million people live in urban
areas, and in rural areas live 38.8% (44% in
2009) or 7.44 million people. The increase of
the urban population was about 1 million

 The most populated region is Almaty Region –
2.15 million, the least populated is North-
Kazakhstan Region with 540.7 thousand

 With the exception of cities of republican
significance, the most urbanized region is
Karaganda Region, where 80% of the
population (over 1 million people) live in urban
areas

 The most “rural” region is the Turkestan
Region, where 75.7% or
1.55 million people live in rural areas

 The highest level of outflow from rural areas
over the past 10 years has been observed in
East Kazakhstan Region (-100.4 thousand),
Kostanay Region (-100 thousand) and North
Kazakhstan Region (-76.8 thousand)

Urban

Rural

52%
40%

101%
-4%

18%
-9%

2%
51%

20%
-6%

1%
17%

13%
32%

25%
20%

6%
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Speaking language and religion

 Out of the population older than 5 years, 13.7
million speak the official language. 3.4 million
do not speak the official language. -

 Among the regions, the highest level of
speaking the official language – 97.5% or
697.6 thousand people is in Kyzylorda Region,
while the lowest level – 45.6% or 231.1
thousand people is in North Kazakhstan Region

 As for religion, 69% or 13 million stated that
they belong to Islam, 17% or 3.3 million –
Christianity, 3% – other, 11% – refused to state
their religion

 The highest share of people of Islamic
tradition is observed in Kyzylorda Region -
96.2% of the region’s population or 784
thousand, the lowest share is in Kostanay
Region - 36.9% or 308 thousand

Population breakdown by speaking the official 
language (5 years and older), persons

13,768,406
speak

3,426,306
do not speak

Population by religion, %

Islam

69% 
13 

million

Christianity

17%
3.3 million

non-religious

2%
432 thousand

Buddhism

<1%
15.4 

thousand

Judaism

<1%
7.2 

thousan
d

Refused to 
answer

11%
2.1 million

70%
11.2 

million

26% 
4.2 

million

3% 
452 

thousand

<1% 
14.7 

thousand

<1% 
5.3 

thousand

<1% 
81 

thousand

2021

2009
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Education

15,280,395

Population by education attainment
(10 years and older)

 Most population 10 years and older have
secondary education – 4.9 million people,
3.8 million people have higher education

 The city of Almaty has the most people
with higher education –
404.8 thousand

 With that, the leading city as regards the
share of population with higher education
is Astana – 25.5%

 Turkestan Region is the leader in
technical and vocational education both
in terms of the number of people and in
terms of the share of the population of the
region - 8.9%, with the average share in
the Republic of Kazakhstan equal to 6.8%

120’896

3’829’981

4’167’287

4’942’375

2’011’586

187’395

20’875

Послевузовское образование

Высшее образование 
(в т.ч. неоконченное)

Среднее специальное образование 
(в т.ч. ТиПО и начальное профессиональное)

Среднее образование

Начальное образование

Умеют читать и писать

Неграмотное население
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Employment

Employed population

9,188,013 (6 599 496*)

Employed 
workers

Self-employed

83% (75.7%*) 16.4% (22.5%*)

7,629,263
(4,996,611*)

1,504,425
(1,484,570*)

 The share of employed population has
grown from 41.2% to 47.9% since 2009

 The share of self-employed people has
declined over the intercensal period by 6.1
p.p. (from 22.5% to 16.4%)

 The highest employment is in cities, where
62,5% are employed, or over 5.7 million out
of all employed population, while in 2009 the
share of employed people in cities was 55.3%
or 3.6 mln.

 Most people are employed in:

 agriculture – 1.41 million or 15% (17.9%
in 2009) of the employed population

 in wholesale and retail trade – 1.35
million or 14.7% (12.9% in 2009)

15.3%
1,409 

thousand

14.7%
1,354 thousand

58.8%
5,402 thousand

11.1%
1,023 thousand

Other types

<1% (1.8%*)

54,325
(118,315*)

17.9% 
1,180 

thousand

12.9% 
850 

thousand

11.5% 
762 

thousand

57.7% 
3,808 

thousand
*  2009 Census data

2021

2009

Services and construction 
and otherAgriculture Trade Industry
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External migration (2009-2021)

 Over the intercensal period 2009-2021,
the number of arrivals reduced by more
than two times compared to the previous
intercensal period – from 650.7 thousand
down to 322.7 thousand

 In total, during the intercensal period the
largest group of people who arrived from
abroad were Kazakhs – 228.7 thousand
or 71% of the entire arriving population

 People arriving from abroad are mostly in
Almaty Region (47.3 thousand) and
Mangistau Region (28.7 thousand)

Arrivals

322,722
(650,662*)

Arrivals from CIS 
countries

Arrivals from non-CIS 
countries

304,401
(542,781*)

18,321
(107,881*)

200,676

19,421 

44,595

10,645

3,444 

481

Kazakhs – 138,721
Russians – 32,880
Uzbeks – 5,749

Kazakhs – 30,101
Russians – 6,929
Kyrgyzs – 1,453

Kazakhs – 13,648
Russians – 3,390
Tatars – 230

Kazakhs – 10,523
Russians – 17
Uighurs – 6

Kazakhs – 3,432
Russians – 2
Other – single persons

Turks – 229
Kazakhs – 196
Russians – 11 *  2009 Census data
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Internal migration (2009-2021)

 For the most part, migration from the
provinces of the RK is to the city of Almaty
– 379.4 thousand

 Almaty region is one of the leaders both in
terms of the number of arrivals – 306.5
thousand, and in terms of the number of
departures – 327.1 thousand

 The smallest number of people
migrating within the country moved to
Kyzylorda and North Kazakhstan regions –
77.9 thousand and 77.1 thousand,
respectively

 The capital is one of the leaders for
arrivals – 298.2 thousand, with that, there
are not many departures to other regions of
the country – 96.5 thousand

Internal migration

2,739,775
(2,381,233*)

Arrivals Departures

379 441
306 450
298 182

206 686
195 904

157 993
155 680
141 521
132 067
118 802
117 221
113 470
96 886
86 140
78 344
77 852
77 136

город Алматы
Алматинская
город Астана

Карагандинская
город Шымкент

Актюбинская
ВКО

Туркестанская 
Акмолинская

ЗКО
Костанайская
Жамбылская

Павлодарская
Мангистауская

Атырауская
Кызылординская

СКО

327 081
265 684

232 119
223 618
215 361

167 017
157 933

145 843
137 304
134 425
129 195
122 613

110 652
107 288
96 506
86 500
80 636

Алматинская
Туркестанская

Карагандинская
ВКО

г.Алматы
Жамбылская
Актюбинская
Акмолинская

Костанайская
г.Шымкент

ЗКО
Кызылординская

СКО
Павлодарская

г.Астана
Атырауская

Мангистауская *  2009 Census data



15

Physical dysfunctions

People with physical dysfunctions 
(5 years and older):

Hearing-impaired even 
when using a hearing aid

(Including fully impaired
7,569)

(Including fully impaired
9,084)

Visually impaired even when 
using spectacles, contact 

lenses

Problems with memory and/or 
attention focusing

1,097,977 787,216

Have problems walking or 
moving upstairs

 Of the population aged 5 years and over,
the share of people who do not experience
problems with:

Eyesight – 88.9%;

Hearing – 95.5%;

Walking – 93.6%;

Memory – 95.4%.

 Most people with physical dysfunctions
live in the city of Almaty (543.6 thousand),
East Kazakhstan Region (442.6 thousand)
and Karaganda Region (436.3 thousand)

 Most people with physical dysfunctions are
aged 60 to 64 years – 489.2 thousand

1,910,967 767,623

(Including fully impaired
25,425)

(Including fully impaired
14,165)
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Kazakhstan’s residents profile according to Population Census 2021

19,186,015 
(+20% against 2009)

48.6% 51.4%

Men Women

Out of 100 residents of the RK 
there are on average:

70 Kazakhs

2 Ukrainians

1 German

6 other ethnicities

15 Russians
3 Uzbeks

2 Uighurs

1 Tatar

61.2% 38.8%

Urban Rural

Population structure, %

Average 
age

31.7

33.7%
Children

(0-17)

29.4%
Youth
(14-34)

Speaking 
official 

language

Religion Education Speaking 
official 

language

Religion Education

Speaking 
official 

language

Religion EducationSpeaking 
official 

language

Religion Education

Do not speak

Speak Islam
Christianity

Other

59.9 76.4
36.7

40.1 10.7
13

84.9 73.2
50.7

15.1
14.2

23.9

12.6 23.2

81.1 69.2
37.3

18.9
17.7

31.3

13.1 28.5

General secondary
Vocational

Higher

10.9%
Elderly 

(61+ (f) and 63+ (m)

58.2%
Able-bodied population 
(16-60 (f) and 16-62 (m)

62.2 49.3 45.4

37.8
34 32

16.7 20.7
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Work in agriculture - 16.7% (20.1%*) 
and industry- 14.6% (14.7%*)

Kazakhstan’s gender profile according to Population Census 2021

Married - 53.5% (57.1%*)

With physical dysfunctions 
-

1.7 million 

Have income over
200,000 tenge - 10.2%

Divorced - 4.7% (3.5%*)

Married - 49.1% (52.2%*)

Divorced - 7.2% (7%*)

With physical 
dysfunctions -

2.9 million 

15% (15.4%*) migrated within 
the country

Work in education or health care -
21.7% (26.7%*), trade - 16.1% (18.9%*), 

Have income over
200,000 tenge - 8%

13.5% (14.4%*) migrated 
within the country

Average age - 33.2 (32.5*) Average age - 30.1 (29.6*)

*  2009 Census data
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Thank you for your a t tent ion!
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