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Reliable data on migration

o Data on migration are needed for estimating populations 
and understanding demographic change. Migration has 
become an increasingly important component of both 
demographic and social change (Migration statistics: 
report of the Secretary-General, UN 2020)

o The increase in the level and the characteristics of 
international migration have also amplified the need for 
quality data

o The objective 1 of the Global Compact on Migration as well 
as the objective 17.18 of the SDGs calls for a better 
collection and use of disaggregated migration data
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Statistics on emigration and citizens living abroad

o Lack of accurate and timely data to be informed about the phenomenon in its 
entirety and complexity on both stock and flows. 

o A global consultation on national practices related to international migration 
statistics has revealed data gaps and needs, as countries indicated that there 
were some areas of policy interest for which no statistics were being produced. 
This was the case for citizens living abroad for which 37 countries (out of 79) 
indicated that no data were being collected. 
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 In recent years, the registered 
Italian emigration abroad has grown 
in intensity and become more 
complex in its composition. 

 This trend of an upturn in Italian 
citizens moving abroad has led to a 
growing interest in Italians abroad 
to understand the nature of these 
movements and their impact on the 
demographic, economic and social 
situation of our country.

 The last census of Italians abroad 
was conducted in 2003. 

Italian emigration is increasing



The strategy of the Italian Permanent Population 
Census and Housing is based on the use of 
administrative data and registers currently in use 
at Istat. 

The PPCH was envisioned shortly after the 2011 
census when Istat began transitioning from a 
traditional "door-to-door" enumeration to a 
permanent census. 

Italian Permanent Population Census and Housing (PPCH) 



The Base Register of Individuals, Families, and Households
(RBI) is the backbone of the PPCH.

RBI has allowed to integrate the individual data of population
register with information from other archives, such as those
provided by Social Security System, Ministry of Education,
Universities and Research, Real Estate Cadastre, Pensioners'
Registry, etc.

Base Register of Individuals



ISTAT has access to administrative archives that provide information on the 
population of interest: 

1. the Consular Archive and 

2. The Municipal Register of Italians Resident Abroad

3. Other data sources (e.g.,tax return archive; archive of Retired People)

Integration to identify the list of Italians living abroad for political elections. 

Data validation goes beyond the electoral election. Other administrative 
records can help to increase the accuracy of the statistics produced.

Census on Italian Citizens Abroad (CA)



Source: Consular Archive 

Different migration histories

Country of birth Italian citizens Country of birth Italian citizens
Italy 1.812                 UK 126                    
Argentina 1.043                 Australia 103                    
Brasil 722                     Chile 73                       
Germany 449                     Canada 68                       
Switzerland 400                     Spain 58                       
France 217                     Peru 45                       
Belgium 181                     Marocco 39                       
Venezuela 155                     South Africa 35                       
Uruguay 139                     Colombia 29                       
Usa 126                     Other Countries 432                    

Italians citizens abroad by country of birth, 1.1.2022


Table1

		Country of birth		Italian citizens		Country of birth		Italian citizens

		Italy		1,812		UK		126

		Argentina		1,043		Australia		103

		Brasil		722		Chile		73

		Germany		449		Canada		68

		Switzerland		400		Spain		58

		France		217		Peru		45

		Belgium		181		Marocco		39

		Venezuela		155		South Africa		35

		Uruguay		139		Colombia		29

		Usa		126		Other Countries		432



		PAESI BASSI		26

		ECUADOR		24

		AUSTRIA		17

		MESSICO		16

		PARAGUAY		15

		BANGLADESH		15

		LUSSEMBURGO		15

		ISRAELE		14

		REPUBBLICA DOMINICANA		11

		INDIA		10

		TUNISIA		10

		PAKISTAN		10

		sds		10

		EGITTO		20

		GRECIA		8

		ALBANIA		8

		SVEZIA		7

		SAN MARINO		7

		GHANA		7

		CUBA		7

		ROMANIA		7

		GUATEMALA		7

		TURCHIA		6

		MACEDONIA DEL NORD		6

		PANAMA		6

		IRLANDA		6

		POLONIA		5

		FEDERAZIONE RUSSA		5

		NIGERIA		5

		KOSOVO		5

		COSTA RICA		4

		BOLIVIA		4

		SERBIA		4

		MONACO		4

		DANIMARCA		4

		REPUBBLICA POPOLARE CINESE		4

		SLOVENIA		4

		SENEGAL		4

		PORTOGALLO		4

		EL SALVADOR		4

		LIBANO		4

		ALGERIA		3

		REPUBBLICA CECA		3

		ETIOPIA		3

		NORVEGIA		3

		THAILANDIA		3

		UNGHERIA		3

		BOSNIAERZEGOVINA		3

		NUOVA ZELANDA		3

		GIAPPONE		3

		LIBIA		2

		FINLANDIA		2

		EMIRATI ARABI UNITI		2

		COSTA DAVORIO		2

		UCRAINA		2

		SRI LANKA		2

		FILIPPINE		2

		ZIMBABWE		2

		ERITREA		2

		MALTA		2

		REPUBBLICA DEMOCRATICA DEL CONGO		2

		HONDURAS		2

		BULGARIA		2

		NICARAGUA		2

		SINGAPORE		1

		KENYA		1

		GIORDANIA		1

		IRAN		1

		CAMERUN		1

		MAURITIUS		1

		SLOVACCHIA		1

		prova 2 		1

		SIRIA		1

		MOLDOVA		1

		INDONESIA		1

		SOMALIA		1

		VIETNAM		1

		ZAMBIA		1

		ARABIA SAUDITA		1

		CONGO		1

		TOGO		1

		MADAGASCAR		1

		CIPRO		1

		BIELORUSSIA		1

		MALAYSIA		1

		MOZAMBICO		0

		LIECHTENSTEIN		0

		REPUBBLICA DI COREA		0

		BURKINA FASO		0

		CAPO VERDE		0

		IRAQ		0

		MONTENEGRO		0

		TANZANIA		0

		QATAR		0

		SUDAN		0

		KAZAKHSTAN		0

		ANGOLA		0

		ESTONIA		0

		NAMIBIA		0

		UGANDA		0

		BENIN		0

		KUWAIT		0

		LITUANIA		0

		HAITI		0

		GEORGIA		0

		LETTONIA		0

		GUINEA		0

		SEYCHELLES		0

		GABON		0

		ISLANDA		0

		BAHAMAS		0

		GIBUTI		0

		UZBEKISTAN		0

		TRINIDAD E TOBAGO		0

		ANDORRA		0

		SIERRA LEONE		0

		MALAWI		0

		RUANDA		0

		GIAMAICA		0

		AFGHANISTAN		0

		BURUNDI		0

		MALI		0

		GAMBIA		0

		BAHREIN		0

		YEMEN		0

		ARMENIA		0

		AZERBAIGIAN		0

		NEPAL		0

		CAMBOGIA		0

		LIBERIA		0

		OMAN		0

		ESWATINI		0

		JUGOSLAVIA		0

		BOTSWANA		0

		MAURITANIA		0

		GUINEA BISSAU		0

		KIRGHIZISTAN		0

		BARBADOS		0

		LAOS		0

		NIGER		0

		REPUBBLICA DI MACEDONIA		0

		REPUBBLICA CENTRAFRICANA		0

		TONGA		0

		MONGOLIA		0

		CIAD		0

		MYANMAR		0

		ANTIGUA E BARBUDA		0

		REPUBBLICA DI SERBIA		0

		PAPUA NUOVA GUINEA		0

		FIGI		0

		GUYANA		0

		SAMOA		0

		BRUNEI		0

		GRENADA		0

		SURINAME		0

		TAGIKISTAN		0

		DOMINICA		0

		SAINT LUCIA		0

		REPUBBLICA POPOLARE DEMOCRATICA DI COREA		0

		STATO CITTA DEL VATICANO		0

		GUINEA EQUATORIALE		0

		TURKMENISTAN		0

		VANUATU		0

		BELIZE		0

		SUD SUDAN		0

		LESOTHO		0

		COSTARICA		0

		BHUTAN		0

		SAO TOME E PRINCIPE		0

		SAINT KITTS E NEVIS		0

		SAINT VINCENT E GRENADINE		0

		COMORE		0

		PALAU		0

		ARGENTIN		0

		ARGENTINAÂ		0

		EX REPUBBLICA JUGOSLAVA DI MACEDONIA		0

		KIRIBATI		0

		MALDIVE		0

		SWAZILAND		0

		UNIONE SOVIETICA		0

		ARGEN		0

		ARGENTINA1		0

		ARGENTINAÂŽ		0

		BIELGIO		0

		BRASIL		0

		BRASILEQ		0

		CECOSLOVACCHIA		0

		CECOSLOVACCHIA ORA REPUBBLICA CECA		0

		FRANCIA NUOVA CALEDONIA		0

		GERMANIAGER		0

		GERMANIAQ		0

		GUATE		0

		ISOLE COOK		0

		ISOLE MARSHALL		0

		ISTRIA		0

		NAURU		0

		PALESTINA		0

		RIO DE ORO		0

		SINGAPORESIN		0

		STATI FEDERATI DI MICRONESIA		0

		SVIZZERAÂ		0

		SVIZZERAÂš		0

		TRIER		0

		YUG		0

		ZAIRE		0

				443





Country of Birth



		ERROR:#REF!		Country of birth		Italian citizens

		0.025517		PAESI BASSI		26

		0.024491		ECUADOR		24

		0.017322		AUSTRIA		17

		0.015923		MESSICO		16

		0.014813		PARAGUAY		15

		0.014772		BANGLADESH		15

		0.014528		LUSSEMBURGO		15

		0.014348		ISRAELE		14

		0.010684		REPUBBLICA DOMINICANA		11

		0.010367		INDIA		10

		0.010263		TUNISIA		10

		0.010017		PAKISTAN		10

		0.02		EGITTO		20

		0.008434		GRECIA		8

		0.008316		ALBANIA		8

		0.007494		SVEZIA		7

		0.007222		SAN MARINO		7

		0.007047		GHANA		7

		0.007005		CUBA		7

		0.006895		ROMANIA		7

		0.006759		GUATEMALA		7

		0.006216		TURCHIA		6

		0.005784		MACEDONIA DEL NORD		6

		0.005622		PANAMA		6

		0.005559		IRLANDA		6

		0.005321		POLONIA		5

		0.005223		FEDERAZIONE RUSSA		5

		0.004843		NIGERIA		5

		0.004538		KOSOVO		5

		0.004433		COSTA RICA		4

		0.004389		BOLIVIA		4

		0.004372		SERBIA		4

		0.00436		MONACO		4

		0.003999		DANIMARCA		4

		0.003918		REPUBBLICA POPOLARE CINESE		4

		0.003771		SLOVENIA		4

		0.003768		SENEGAL		4

		0.003747		PORTOGALLO		4

		0.003605		EL SALVADOR		4

		0.003512		LIBANO		4

		0.00335		ALGERIA		3

		0.003202		REPUBBLICA CECA		3

		0.003042		ETIOPIA		3

		0.003015		NORVEGIA		3

		0.002815		THAILANDIA		3

		0.00279		UNGHERIA		3

		0.002716		BOSNIAERZEGOVINA		3

		0.00256		NUOVA ZELANDA		3

		0.002521		GIAPPONE		3

		0.002454		LIBIA		2

		0.002355		FINLANDIA		2

		0.002295		EMIRATI ARABI UNITI		2

		0.002199		COSTA DAVORIO		2

		0.002157		UCRAINA		2

		0.002123		SRI LANKA		2

		0.002027		FILIPPINE		2

		0.001982		ZIMBABWE		2

		0.001826		ERITREA		2

		0.001721		MALTA		2

		0.001651		REPUBBLICA DEMOCRATICA DEL CONGO		2

		0.00165		HONDURAS		2

		0.001588		BULGARIA		2

		0.001523		NICARAGUA		2

		0.001404		SINGAPORE		1

		0.001396		KENYA		1

		0.001245		GIORDANIA		1

		0.001204		IRAN		1

		0.001174		CAMERUN		1

		0.001154		MAURITIUS		1

		0.001037		SLOVACCHIA		1

		0.000992		SIRIA		1

		0.000965		MOLDOVA		1

		0.000837		INDONESIA		1

		0.000811		SOMALIA		1

		0.000715		VIETNAM		1

		0.000673		ZAMBIA		1

		0.000634		ARABIA SAUDITA		1

		0.000589		CONGO		1

		0.000584		TOGO		1

		0.00058		MADAGASCAR		1

		0.000561		CIPRO		1

		0.000542		BIELORUSSIA		1

		0.000526		MALAYSIA		1

		0.000465		MOZAMBICO		0

		0.000441		LIECHTENSTEIN		0

		0.000441		REPUBBLICA DI COREA		0

		0.000414		BURKINA FASO		0

		0.000392		CAPO VERDE		0

		0.000355		IRAQ		0

		0.000344		MONTENEGRO		0

		0.000329		TANZANIA		0

		0.00031		QATAR		0

		0.000303		SUDAN		0

		0.000286		KAZAKHSTAN		0

		0.000278		ANGOLA		0

		0.000276		ESTONIA		0

		0.000276		NAMIBIA		0

		0.00027		UGANDA		0

		0.000269		BENIN		0

		0.000263		KUWAIT		0

		0.00025		LITUANIA		0

		0.000231		HAITI		0

		0.000228		GEORGIA		0

		0.000216		LETTONIA		0

		0.00021		GUINEA		0

		0.000209		SEYCHELLES		0

		0.000198		GABON		0

		0.000197		ISLANDA		0

		0.000186		BAHAMAS		0

		0.000175		GIBUTI		0

		0.000168		UZBEKISTAN		0

		0.000167		TRINIDAD E TOBAGO		0

		0.000163		ANDORRA		0

		0.000155		SIERRA LEONE		0

		0.000152		MALAWI		0

		0.000151		RUANDA		0

		0.000146		GIAMAICA		0

		0.00013		AFGHANISTAN		0

		0.000126		BURUNDI		0

		0.000126		MALI		0

		0.000125		GAMBIA		0

		0.000124		BAHREIN		0

		0.000123		YEMEN		0

		0.000108		ARMENIA		0

		0.000103		AZERBAIGIAN		0

		0.000103		NEPAL		0

		0.000095		CAMBOGIA		0

		0.000094		LIBERIA		0

		0.000079		OMAN		0

		0.000074		ESWATINI		0

		0.000068		JUGOSLAVIA		0

		0.000065		BOTSWANA		0

		0.000058		MAURITANIA		0

		0.000057		GUINEA BISSAU		0

		0.000056		KIRGHIZISTAN		0

		0.000053		BARBADOS		0

		0.000043		LAOS		0

		0.00004		NIGER		0

		0.00004		REPUBBLICA DI MACEDONIA		0

		0.000036		REPUBBLICA CENTRAFRICANA		0

		0.000035		TONGA		0

		0.000033		MONGOLIA		0

		0.000031		CIAD		0

		0.000031		MYANMAR		0

		0.000029		ANTIGUA E BARBUDA		0

		0.000029		REPUBBLICA DI SERBIA		0

		0.000026		PAPUA NUOVA GUINEA		0

		0.000024		FIGI		0

		0.000024		GUYANA		0

		0.000022		SAMOA		0

		0.000021		BRUNEI		0

		0.000019		GRENADA		0

		0.000019		SURINAME		0

		0.000018		TAGIKISTAN		0

		0.000015		DOMINICA		0

		0.000014		SAINT LUCIA		0

		0.000013		REPUBBLICA POPOLARE DEMOCRATICA DI COREA		0

		0.000013		STATO CITTA DEL VATICANO		0

		0.000012		GUINEA EQUATORIALE		0

		0.000011		TURKMENISTAN		0

		0.00001		VANUATU		0

		0.000009		BELIZE		0

		0.000008		SUD SUDAN		0

		0.000007		LESOTHO		0

		0.000006		COSTARICA		0

		0.000005		BHUTAN		0

		0.000005		SAO TOME E PRINCIPE		0

		0.000004		SAINT KITTS E NEVIS		0

		0.000004		SAINT VINCENT E GRENADINE		0

		0.000003		COMORE		0

		0.000003		PALAU		0

		0.000002		ARGENTIN		0

		0.000002		ARGENTINAÂ		0

		0.000002		EX REPUBBLICA JUGOSLAVA DI MACEDONIA		0

		0.000002		KIRIBATI		0

		0.000002		MALDIVE		0

		0.000002		SWAZILAND		0

		0.000002		UNIONE SOVIETICA		0

		0.000001		ARGEN		0

		0.000001		ARGENTINA1		0

		0.000001		ARGENTINAÂŽ		0

		0.000001		BIELGIO		0

		0.000001		BRASIL		0

		0.000001		BRASILEQ		0

		0.000001		CECOSLOVACCHIA		0

		0.000001		CECOSLOVACCHIA ORA REPUBBLICA CECA		0

		0.000001		FRANCIA NUOVA CALEDONIA		0

		0.000001		GERMANIAGER		0

		0.000001		GERMANIAQ		0

		0.000001		GUATE		0

		0.000001		ISOLE COOK		0

		0.000001		ISOLE MARSHALL		0

		0.000001		ISTRIA		0

		0.000001		NAURU		0

		0.000001		PALESTINA		0

		0.000001		RIO DE ORO		0

		0.000001		SINGAPORESIN		0

		0.000001		STATI FEDERATI DI MICRONESIA		0

		0.000001		SVIZZERAÂ		0

		0.000001		SVIZZERAÂš		0

		0.000001		TRIER		0

		0.000001		YUG		0

		0.000001		ZAIRE		0
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Within the frame of the RBI, results of the signs of life in 
Italy statistical process are

PPCH=1 usual residents in Italy; 

PPCH=0  non usual residents in Italy

This results will be checked against the results of the 
Italians abroad statistical process

CA = 1 usual residents abroad; 

CA=0 non usual residents abroad

For Italian citizens should be PPCH=1 AND CA=0 and 
viceversa. However…

Integration between the two processes at individual level



Reason behind this inconsitency: 

1. People move faster than Italian administrative procedures. Signs of life can 
anticipate a return migration (PPCH is correct)

2. People abroad have also signs of life in Italy (CA is correct)

EVER PRESENT (PPCH=1 AND CA=1)



Reason behind this inconsitency:

1. Italians abroad in some cases are reluctant to 
communicate they left the country (PPCH is
correct)

2. Signs of life fail to capture the individual's 
presence in the available administrative data 
sources (CA is correct)

ALWAYS ABSENT (PPCH=0 AND CA=0)



An additional source of information are the sample surveys designed for the 
Permanent Population Census. 

The outcomes of these surveys could be used as an external statistical source for 
estimating on-the-ground rates of individuals with or without signs of presence and 
their profile with the aim of applying a probabilistic approach. 

Another way to use survey data to solve these cases might be to try to identify 
deterministic rules and then test with statistical models the accuracy of the choices 
made

How to address these issues



Qualitative information that can be collected only by mean of a specific survey are also needed for 
policy migration governance. 

ISTAT intends also to implement a survey with the aim of collecting information on the Italian 
population living abroad and  analyzing some aspects of emigrants with reference to the factors that 
contributed to the migratory choice, living conditions, and plans. 

In addition, the survey will focus on the second generations of Italians born in another country with 
reference to belonging, identity and plans (e.g., stay abroad or return to Italy). 

Survey on Italians abroad 



The availability of administrative data is increasing, as well as the need for demographic 
information. A new approach to the census could bridge these gaps. 

Italy is attempting to design a statistical process that identifies a population of Italian citizens 
residing abroad that is consistent with census data.

The idea is to create a parallel process that integrates with the census 'downstream.' The ideal 
scenario would be the realization of a single integrated process that identifies both populations.

Important to collect experiences, feedback, comments on the process described.

Further improvements of the quality can be achieved through possible collaboration with other 
countries (mirror statistics at the micro/macro level).

Conclusion



Thank you
Enrico Tucci | tucci@istat.it
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