
 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCING URBAN FORESTRY:  

A Nature Based Solution for Local and Global Goals 
 
Thursday, 3 August 2023 
16h00 – 17h30 CET 
Webinar via Microsoft Teams  

 

 
Background and Rationale 
 
Urban trees and forests are a proven, cost-effective solution to develop healthier, safer and more 
resilient urban spaces. Doing so requires action at the local level to develop and implement a plan to 
maximize the benefits of urban trees and forests while ensuring the right trees are in the right place, for 
the right reason. 
 
The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), through its Informal Expert Network on 
Urban Nature, and the International Forestry Students Association (IFSA) are collaborating to engage 
cities and towns to assess how they can plan and enhance their urban tree and forest cover. 
 
As part of this collaboration, IFSA members are invited to work with cities and municipalities to 
strengthen the sustainable management of urban trees and forests as a solution for sustainable 
development, climate action, and many other local and global challenges. Specifically, IFSA members 
are invited to work with cities to implement the UNECE Trees for Resilient Green Cities: Strategic 
Screening and Action Toolkit. The toolkit provides specific tools (i.e. a scorecard, a template 
implementation scheme and resources) that enable cities to review policies, strategies, and plans that 
impact the management of trees and forests, identifying opportunities for enhancement. UNECE will 
also organize outreach, capacity building and peer exchange events for IFSA members and city 
representatives. 
 

Session Objectives & Expected Outcomes 
In this context, the Side Event will explore: 

 
1. How cities can strengthen their management of urban trees and forests to mobilize finance  
2. How mayor and local governments can collaborate and exchange best practices and 

experiences in urban forestry   
3. How local implementation links into national and global goals 

 

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/ECE%20Trees%20for%20Resilient%20Green%20Cities%20Toolkit%20V1.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/ECE%20Trees%20for%20Resilient%20Green%20Cities%20Toolkit%20V1.pdf


 

Agenda 

Thursday, 3 August 
2023 

16h00 – 17h30 CEST 

 

16h00   Opening Segment  
 

 
Opening Remarks 
Ms Liliana Annovazzi-Jakab, UNECE 
Mr. Agustin Rosello, President, IFSA 

 
Keynote Address: The role of youth in driving sustainable management of 
urban trees and forest 

                               Mr. Cecil Konijnendijk, Director, Nature Based Solutions Institute 
 

16h25   Sustainable management of urban trees and forests: UNECE Toolkit  
 

 
Trees for Resilience Green Cities: Strategic Screening and Action Toolkit: 
UNECE  
Mr. Daniel Griswold, UNECE 
 
Case Study – Torbay, United Kingdom 
Mr. Daniel Vickridge, Green Infrastructure Manager 

17h05   Question and Answer  

  Participants are invited to ask questions about the initiative and discuss  
  possible participation 

 

17h30   Closing   
 

    

Registration 

Please register for this event here. 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfY_-NQw1FW4So_DR0Eib3aGrPKv0igHDrftRZ9xNY_hMlYeg/viewform

