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FRUIT AND VEGETABLES SCHEME

What is the OECD Fruit and Vegetables
scheme?

The main objective of the OECD Fruit and
Vegetables Scheme is to facilitate international
trade through the harmonization of
implementation and interpretation of
marketing standards. A further objective is
to facilitate mutual recognition of inspections
by participating countries. The Scheme is
well known for its explanatory brochures on
standards, but is also involved in defining
inspection procedures that are recognized in
many countries, and in sponsoring training
courses. The Scheme also organizes peer
reviews with the goal of helping the reviewed
country improve its quality inspection
system.

Brief history of the OECD Fruit
and Vegetables Scheme

— established in 1962 (inter-
governmental organization)

— 28 participating countries

— 30+ Explanatory Brochures
— OECD Conformity Certificates
— 7 OECD Guidelines
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— 10 Peer Reviews

— Meeting of Heads of National
Inspection Services
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https://www.oecd.org/agriculture/fruit-vegetables/



FRUIT AND VEGETABLES SCHEME

OECD Explanatory Brochures

Reference guidelines in the OECD quality
Inspection system

60 years experience

Approval by consensus

Pragmatic approach (trade facilitation)
Uniform content and high quality

OECD Guidelines on Development
Explanatory Brochures

Currently available for 33 products
Hard copies
Free E-Versions
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Structure of the Explanatory Brochure

* Text
 Follows the Standard layout
« Standard + OECD interpretation
* Classification table

e [llustrations
 Follow the Standard layout
o Illustrate all quality parameters (as far as possible)
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TeXt - Ove FVi ew Reference to ‘?e applied standard

On the following pages, the official text of the tomatoes standard
[UNECE FFV- 36, version 2017] is indicated in blue bold, the OECD interpretative text
of the Standard is indicated in black italic.

Official standard text (blue bold)

In all classes, subject to the special provisions for each class and the tolerances allowed, the
tomatoes must be:

_ OECD general explanatory notes (black italic)
« intact; (general and —as n‘ee}d- product specific)

The tomatoes must not have any damage or injury affecting the integrity of the produce.

llustration No. Name of illustration

5 intact /\

Reference to the illustrations




FRUIT AND VEGETABLES SCHEME

[llustrations - Principles

 Quality parameters and defects are
determined at export stage after
preparation and packaging

e ‘2D interpretation” — all defects are
shown on the visible part of the
product — other side is perfect

e 1 type of defect per photo

* Minimum requirements - ‘not
allowed’ photos (‘limit for practically
free — allowed in all classes)

e C(Classifications — Limit allowed photos
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" Suberization of the stigma
Gicatrices pistilioires

Photos

N\

Subsrzatkn of tha slgma
Qi pstliairas

Limit allowed -Extra Class
Limite admise - Cat, #Extran

Reference to the
Standard text

Normes internat

Classification — Ridbodtomatoes
{l@sification — Tomates T ciifes |

Classification lines

Limit allowed — Class | Limit allowed — Class 11
Limite admise — Cat, | Limite admise—Cat. |l

3 Reference number

1. 3uberizaton of he siana./ Oca ice pistllaine.
2. 3ubenzaton of hesigma < 1 an®- Jassl. [ Gawice pisolare = 1ocm® -Gl

2. 3ubanzanon of tha stama < 2 an- JassIL / Clcanmice pistllaine < 2 an*- Catll.

© QECD 2019

/

Explanatory table
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New Brochures 2022-2023

Green Bananas Passion Fruit

> :::e;pﬁlg:gl‘?ggflaa;gz International Standards

BANANAS for Fruit and Vegetables
Normes internationales PASSION FRUAT
Normes internationales

pour les fruits et légumes
pour les fruits et Iégumes

BANANES

FRUITS DE LA PASSION
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TRADE AND AGRICULTURE TRADE AND AGRICULTURE
@» OECD ECHANGES ET AGRIGULTURE e» OECD ECHANGES ET AGRICULTURE

Berry Fruits

International Standards
for Fruit and Vegetables

Normes internationales
pour les fruits et légumes

@) OECD S A




New Brochures 2022- 2023

Berry Fruits

International Standards
for Fruit and Vegetables

Normes internationales
pour les fruits et légumes

Papaya

International Standards
for Fruit and Vegetables

Normes internationales
pour les fruits et légumes

@) OECD .




Under development 2022

Cauliflower

E-update Broccoli

International Standards
for Fruit and Vegetables

Normes internationales
pour les fruits et légumes

X
Vé

@) OECD ECHANGES £T AGRICULTURE

International Standards
for Fruit and Vegetables

BROCCOLI E-BROCHURE
Normes internationales
pour les fruits et Iégumes

E-BROCHURE SUR LES CHOUX BROCOLIS

OECD TRADE AND AGRICULTURE
ECHANGES ET AGRICULTURE
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English-German Brochures gy s H
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INTERNATIONALE NORMEN FUR OBST UND GEMUSE
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o Plaumen Tafeltrauben ‘ p K .
@)) OECD Apfel N

ORGANISATION FUR WIRTSCHAFTLICHE ZUSAMMENARBEIT UND ENTWICKLUNG



Economic Impact of Standards and Harmonized Inspections

&) OECD
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Key Messages

« The analysis suggests that publication of OECD FVS brochures and
implementation/revision of UNECE standards are associated with substantial
increases in international trade across multiple product categories.

* Having a common system (same marketing standards, harmonized interpretation and
common inspections methodologies) amplifies the positive impact on trade.

Key Beneficiaries

» Farmers/Traders benefit from harmonized inspection methods and
clear quality standards classification that promote fair trade
» Consumers benefit from quality assurance and fair prices.
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Capacity building activities

* International Training Course (annual),
Slovakia — 6-8 June 2023

* Harmonisation meeting, Zoetermeer, The - |
Netherlands, June 2022

* International Meeting on Quality Control of
Fruit and Vegetables, Bonn, Germany -
14-16 March 2023

* Asia — Africa (Kenya) — Latin America (Brazil
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SLOVENSKE)] REPUBLIKY

&) OECD p

."'il.'\, Kenya Plant Health
o Inspectorate Service

2018 & 2022 - Costa Rica 2019) — next Africa \i:? YUNECE Féi:;lltyggntgrol % ;"
2023. i g
 Cooperation with other international DL AL
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OECD Peer Reviews

Systematic examination and assessment of the
performance of the F&V quality inspection
system by experts from other countries under
the auspices of the OECD Secretariat

Conducted on a non-adversarial basis, relies on
mutual trust amongst the reviewers

To improve policy making, adopt best practices
and comply with internationally established
standards

10 OECD Peer Reviews (Hungary, Slovakia,
Morocco, Turkiye, the Netherlands and Spain,

Finland, France, Israel & Kenya) Next Germany
2023!!!

OECD Scheme for the Application of
International Standards for Fruit and Vegetables

Peer Review of the Fruit and
Vegetables Quality Inspection
System in Kenya

2019

@» OECD Codes and Schemes

Trade and Agriculture
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OECD Activities
on internet sales

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

« OECD Heads « Set-up of a « Surveys « OECD « Release of
of National SWG « Concerns Business Joint Study
Inspection « Belgium Model « SWG
Services France « Collaboration roadmap on
meeting Germany with Freshfel hold

« Raises Kenya due to the
awareness Netherlands pandemic

and Spain
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New activities for 2022-2023

— E-Learning

Ad-hoc-working Group (AHWG) on exploring how to disseminate information in an interactive
and constructive way (short name “on eLearning”) . The Members of the AHWG are Brazil,
Belgium, Slovakia, France, Germany, Kenya, South Africa, Spain and COLEAD.

— Economic impact of marketing standards on fruit and vegetables trade
Joint work with UNECE

— Guidelines Pandemics/Disruptive events

The following countries volunteered to work on the guidelines: France (Chair),
Germany, Italy, Kenya, Netherlands, Slovak Republic, South Africa,
Spain and COLEAD.

— Global Challenges for Fruit and Vegetables Inspection Services

Forthcoming Report gathering OECD FVS Scheme’s pieces of work on Covid-19, new rules and
regulations, and Climate Change

—  Sub-working Group on internet sales

Reactivation. France, Germany, Kenya, Spain and Sweden already confirmed participation



B For more information

P VA ¥ - Visit our website at
o | e | e | e | e | WWW.0€cCd.org/agriculture/fruit-

The OECD Fruit and Vegetables Scheme promotes inernational trade through the harmonisation of implemantation and iMarpredation of manketing
standards. Download our brochure (paf)

The OECD and trade in fruit and vegetables
Harmonization of the Fruit and Vegetables Quality g

Assessment

* Contact us at tad.contact@oecd.org

— :9 QECD Meeting of Heads of National Iggper_:ti-::ln Ser
- -— re pleased fo invile you to the H iy N
:‘;\I = - n"‘_ - bernabonal training course “Harmanization of E
&ww Bl the Frut and Vegetables Cuaity Assesement i g

wahich will ake place from & lo 8 June 2023 in

' l. -
"h"‘*l —  Mofmiroute. Slovak Republic
L =

e » Dewimilos tha Enilation and regisiration ke
Registrations are opan wilil 26 May 2023,

' Follow us on Twitter @OECDtrade

New available in ILibrary: German iranslations for Bhe Indsmabional Standands: for
Fruil amd Vegetables brochures on Apples and Leeks. To come soon: Chicony
Margoes. Pears. Plums, and Table Grapes

Thank you for your attention

#» Access all brochures
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