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Harnessing the potential of Voluntary Local Reviews 
to accelerate SDG Localization 

in Eastern Europe and Central Asia 



VLRs in numbers

Asia: 37 VLRs (22%)
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Africa: 11 VLRs (7%)
Asia: 41 VLRs (22%)
Europe: 71 VLRs (41%)
Latin America & the Caribbean: 71 VLRs (22%)
North America: 11 VLRs (7%)
Oceania: 2 VLRs from (1%)

UN-Habitat
VLR Platform

https://unhabitat.org/topics/voluntary-local-reviews
https://unhabitat.org/topics/voluntary-local-reviews


No universal definition or format

Common understanding: VLR aims to 
assess SDG progress within a given territory 

with a locally developed narrative.

Potential: VLRs are a powerful process 
for accelerating the localization of the SDGs

in all of its dimensions

VLRs in practice
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Voluntary Local Reviews: evidence for greener, resilient and sustainable 
urban recovery in Eastern European and Central Asian countries in transition

Georgia
Kyrgyzstan

Serbia 
Tajikistan

Project Overview



What’s next ? VLR Development

Georgia Tbilisi

Serbia Nis Tajikistan Dushanbe

Kyrgyz Republic Bishkek

Launch (end 2023 - mid 2024)

Multilevel 
Coordination

Approach

Kickstart VLR development

Consolidation local teams

Collection and analysis of data

Stakeholders' consultation

Drafting of the VLRs



What’s next? Learning and Capacity Building

Online CoursesTraining of Trainers

https://learning.uclg.org/localizing-global-agendas/

https://learning.uclg.org/localizing-global-agendas/


Forum of Mayors

5-9 June
UN-Habitat Assembly
Nairobi
SDG Localization and MLG track 
World Assembly of LRGs

10-20 July
High-Level Political 
Forum
New York
VLR/VSR days
Local and Regional Gvts Forum
World Assembly LRGs
SDG11 Session
Transformation from the bottom-up

19-20 September
SDG Summit
New York

What’s next ? Key Events

Urban October 
World Habitat Day 

World Cities Day

2024
World Urban Forum
Egypt

October

29-30 March
RFSD for the UNECE 
region
VNR-VLR studio
Meeting with 
implementing partners



Thank you!
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