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Overview and
general
provisions




What is the Water Convention?

Multilateral legal instrument based on international customary law

A unique platform to discuss progress of transboundary water
cooperation worldwide under the umbrella of the United Nations

Opened to all interested countries, with more than 130 countries and
30 River Basin Organizations exchanging experiences and knowledge
to prompt progress in cooperation through thematic meetings and
activities

April 2023: 49 Parties worldwide and more than 20 countries under
accession process




UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE
COMMISSION ECONOMIQUE‘DES NATIONS UNIES POUR L'EUROPE
EBPONEWCKAA 3KOHOMMYECKAA KOMUCCHA

OPTAHM3ALIMA OBbEAMHEHHBIX HALJWA

Convention

on the Protection and Use of

Transboundary Watercourses
ational Lakes

Convention

sur la protection et l'utilisation
des cours d'eau transfrontiéres
et des lacs internationaux

KonBeHUnAa

no oxXpaHe  NCNONb30BaHWKO
TPaAHCrpaHNYHbIX BOQOTOKOB N
MeXayHapoaHbiX o3ep

C NONpaBKamK

The Water Convention

Water Convention
Key Principles

Principle of prevention of
transboundary impact

Principle of equitable and
reasonable utilization

= Principle of cooperation

Main objective

g

Foster
cooperation over
transboundary
waters in order to
ensure that they
are sustainably
and equitably
managed



The Water Convention obligations

Obligations for all Parties (Part I)

Licensing of waste-water discharges and
monitoring of authorized discharges

Convention
on the Protection and Use of

Transboundary Watercourses Setting emission limits based on BAT

B raication Application of best environmental practices

des cours d'eau transfrontiéres
et des lacs internationaux
telle qu'ar -

Minimization of the risk of accidental pollution

KoHBeHUyun

Eaat e anasssss Application of EIA and other assessments

MeXAYHapOAHbIX 03ep

Exchange of information
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The Water Convention obligations

Obligations for Riparian Parties (Part Il)

Conclusion of bilateral and multilateral agreements
and creation of joint bodies

Convention

on the Potection and Use of Joint monitoring and assessment

Transboundary Watercourses
and International Lakes
s amended,

Common research and development

Convention

sur la protection et l'utilisation

R oo res Exchange of information between Riparian Parties
—————- Consultation

no oXpaHe N NCNONb30BaHUO
TPaHCrpaHNYHbIX BOAOTOKOEB N

e Warning and alarm systems
Mutual assistance

Public information /|
gi WATER
| CONVENTION

*f:-:

&

1



The Water Convention: misconceptions

“The Water Convention prohibits building dams and impedes
economic development”

“The Water Convention requires that a downstream country
consents to building a dam or other infrastructure by an upstream
countries”

“The Water Convention is only about water quality, not about water
quantity”

“The Water Convention is only for the rich countries”



Institutional
mechanism
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Implementation
Committee

Legal Board

International
Water Assessment
Centre

Institutional framework

Meeting of the Parties
to the Water Convention

Working Group on Working Group on
IWRM Monitoring and
Assessment

Task Force on Water & Climate
Task Force on Water-Food-Energy-
Ecosystems Nexus
Expert Groups

Secretariat (UNECE)

Bureau /

Focal
point




Activities under the
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N3meHeHune KnnmaTta U KoHBeHLUMA NO TPaHCIPaHUYHbIM BOAaM

* YHUKaNbHble rnobasibHble NPaBOBble PAMKU U MeXKNPaBUTeNbCTBEHHAA NaaTdopma ANns
TPaHCrPaHWUYHOro COTPYAHMYECTBA NO aganTaumMm K USMEHEHUIO KINMaTa
v HapawmnBaHe NnoTeHuunaaa
‘/O6MeH 3HAHNAMU U OMNbITOM

* Llenesasa rpynna no soge u Kammaty ¢ 2006 .
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https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2022-04/Global_network_overview_pilot%20projects_progress_Apr2022_final_ENGL_update_0_1.pdf

Projects and
other examples
of activities




CoBmecTHan afanTaumna K USMEHEHUIO KIMmaTa ¢
cnocobcTsyeT boee WMPOKOMY COTPYAHUYECTBY: |

npmmep [1HecTpoBcKoro baccenHa
e IHecTpoOBCKUU bacceitH HaxoamTca B Mongose 1 YKpaunHe
(noppneprxkKka ot ESK OOH, OBCE, NMPOOH n KOHEN)

* I3Ha4aNbHO COBMECTHaA AeATe/IbHOCTb MO HaBOAHEHUAM

 CmpameauyecKue HanpaeaneHus aocanmayuu K
usmeHeHuro Knumama onobpenol 8 2015 r. MaaH
eHeOdpeHuUsa nopaboTtaH B 2017 T.

 MeponpuaTtua no agantauumn: BOCCTAaHOBAEHNE NONMbI;
NecoHacaxkAeHune; MoaennpoBaHne, KapTMpoBaHue U
NPOrHO3MPOBaHUE PUCKA HABOAHEHMWM; YCTAHOBKA
CTaHLWM MOHUTOPUHIA U KOHKYPC TBOPYECTBA AeTel U1
MOJIOAEXKMN.

NABHAS - COBMECTHOE YTIPABIEHUE - IHECTPOBCKASI KOMUCCHS

* 3Ta AeATENIbHOCTb YBENNYMIA aAANTALNOHHDIN MOTEHLMNQAJT  AHECTPORCKAS KOMMCCHS
baccenHa, a TakKe cnocobcTBOBaa BCTYN/IEHUIO B CUNY
AHecTpoBCKOro goroeopa 8 2017 r. u co3gaHuto
NHecTpoBCcKOM Komuccum s 2018 .

EEEEEEEEEE

CocTaB MONABCKON M YKPaUHCKOM YacTen Kommccumn



N3meHeHue KanmaTta A0NKHO OBbiTb UHTErPUPOBAHO
B N1aHbl yrpaB/ieHUA pevyHbiMu baccenHamum:
npumep Yy-Tanacckoro baccenHa

* Yy-Tanacckum b6accetH Haxoamtca B KasaxctaHe un
KbiprbiactaHe (nogaeprkka oT ESK OOH u NMPOOH)

* MogenvpoBaH/e 1 OLEeHKa YA3BUMOCTU K USMEHEHMUIO
K/IMMaTa Ha ypoBHe baccenHa

* Pa3paboTKa, oUueHKa CTOMMOCTU U BbIMOJIHEHME
aAanTaulMOHHbIX MEPONPUATUMN, KAacatoWMXCA pa3HbIX chep OT
KayecTBa BOAbl 4O MOHUTOPUHra u 06 pa3oBaHUA

* MeponpuaTnA MHTErpUPOBaAHbI B TPAHCTPAHNYHbIV
AMarHoctnyecknin aHanus (TAA) n ctpaternyeckyto nporpammy
nenctemm (CMa)

* Yy-Tanacckana Boaoxo3amMcTBeHHaa KOMUCCUA MMESIA OYEHb
Ba*KHYIO POJib M co3aana pabouyto rpynny no agantauum K
N3MEHEHMUIO KIMMmaTa
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Tools and
publications




Water resources worlwide are mainly transboundary! Why is cooperation needed?

* 40% of the world's population lives in 286 transboundary river basins, which cover almost
half of the Earth's land surface. Transboundary rivers account for 60% of the world's
freshwater resources.

* Indicator 6.5.2 measures the proportion of transboundary basin area with an operational
arrangement for water cooperation.

SDG Indicator 6.5.2 values and responses received during the 2"d exercise
2nd reporting exercise on SDG

ind. 6.5.2 (2020/2021): .
- Only 24 countries report all
transboundary surface waters Value of $DG mdicators,s.z\
I 90-100%
and groundwaters covered by - 70-90%
. Bl 50-70%
operational arrangements - 30-50%
10-30%
0-10%
Final indicator value not available
| No response received
B fosiinm SDG INDICATOR 6.5.2 Indicator not applicable

(e onous s remin



5'5 INTEGRATED WATER

“es Target 6.5: By 2030, implement integrated water resources h@W%
o0 28 management at all levels, including through transboundary
4 cooperation as appropriate.
Indicator 6.5.2 Proportion of transboundary basin area

with an operational arrangement for water cooperation

Response Response Rivers and Aquifers SDG indicator

Sl received in 2017 |received in 2020 |lakes (2020), %| (2020), % 6.5.2 (2020), %

Kazakhstan | yes yes 100 0 63,22
no yes 29,91 0 27,20
no no
yes yes 66,02 NA NA
Uzbekistan yes yes 100 0 69,59
 Significant gaps in data on transboundary aquifers and lack of operational arrangements on
groundwaters

e 2023: encourage Tajikistan to report; coordination of reports at basin level strengthens cooperation

* Accession to global water conventions
‘m\-'ATER
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Examples of practical tools developed under the Water Convention:

UNECE

Practical Guide for the Development of
Agreements or Other Arrangements
for Transboundary Water Cooperation

How to design and draft
transboundary water
agreements?

UNECE

HANDBOOK ON WATER ALLOCATION
IN A TRANSBOUNDARY CONTEXT

)
P, Wl F

How to address complex
issues of water allocation
and establish water
allocation arrangements?

UNECE

Methodology for assessing the
water-food-energy-ecosystems nexus in
transboundary basins and experiences
from its application: synthesis

How to assess the WFEE
nexus in transboundary
basins?

UNECE

Policy Guidance Note on the Benefits
of Transboundary Water Cooperation

UNITED NATIONS

How to identify and
assess the benefits of
transboundary water
cooperation?

THE GLOBAL OPENING
of the1992 Water Convention

@

-----

These and many more tools are available in English, French, Russian and Spanish at: www.unece.org/env/wate



http://www.unece.org/env/water

Practical Guide for the Development of Agreements and other
Arrangements for Transboundary Water Cooperation

UNECE

Practical Guide for the Development of
Agreements or Other Arrangements
for Transboundary Water Cooperation

* Objective: support countries in the design and drafting
of new agreements or updating existing ones to ensure
the agreements are effective, adaptable & sustainable

* Focus: content and drafting options rather than on
process

* Target audience: State representatives, legal and
technical experts, decision-makers involved in
negotiation, staff of river basin organizations, regional
organizations, and other stakeholders

* Available at:
https://unece.org/info/publications/pub/361821



Practical Guide: best practice in

1B
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building blocks

* Examples and additional
resources

Identify thematic Consider Decide upon the Rely on support

modules to structure which building type of provision resources for

the arrangement or blocks to include : ht.° develop I further details,
the agreement from each module within a particular justification and

building block explanations



Handbook on Water Allocation in a
e Transboundary Context

* Explains the phases, benefits and challenges of water
allocation, supports governments in establishing water
allocation arrangements

* Practical application (46 case studies)

* Builds the capacity to address complex issues

Key message: To respond to changing conditions, including but not limited to climate variability and change,
transboundary water allocation agreements and other arrangements should be adaptable. Transboundary
allocation should always be considered in conjunction with complementary broader approaches.

Key message: Growing practice in some transboundary basins reflects the prioritizing of human and
ecological needs before allocating available water resources to other needs.

Available at https://bit.ly/3rM3s4l



https://bit.ly/3rM3s4I

Model provisions on transboundary groundwaters

* Non-binding guidance

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

Model Provisions  * Adopted by Meeting of the Parties in 2012

on transbounld Groundwatq!s

S o i aies i o
e = n L F II. ..h ey
2 TSI deee A ol

e Build on the International Law Commission (ILC) Draft
Articles

.......

* Active participation of UNESCO and International
Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH) in their development

* To be used by Parties and non-Parties when entering into or
reviewing bilateral or multilateral agreements on
transboundary groundwaters

» additional protocol to an existing agreement or
* new and separate specific agreement on groundwaters

* Accompanied by commentaries with existing State practice

Available at https://unece.org/environment-policy/publications/model-provisions-transboundary-groundwaters



Events in 2023-2024

2023
e 25-26 May: Meeting of the Global network of basins working on climate change adaptation
19-21 June: Meeting of the Working Group on IWRM

16 October: Global workshop on surface waters and groundwaters

17-18 October: Meeting of the Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment

5-6 December: Global workshop on funding and financing transboundary water cooperation
2024

e 26-27 February: Global workshop on transboundary climate change adaptation and mitigation
e 28 February: Meeting of the Task Force on Water and Climate

* 3-5June: Joint session of the Working Group on Integrated Water Resources Management and the
Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment

e 18-19 June: Workshop on the global water conventions and international water law

e 23-25 October: Meeting of the Parties to the Water Convention (to take place in Slovenia)

https://unece.org/info/events/unece-meetings-and-events/environmental-policy/water-convention



https://unece.org/info/events/unece-meetings-and-events/environmental-policy/water-convention

E3K OOH

YACTO 3A0ABAEMbIE BOMNMPOCHI O KOHBEHLIX
MO TPAHCTPAHNYHbIM BOOAM 1992 TOA

v [opoKHas KapTa /18 COAeicTBIA NpoLeccam NpucoeguHeHns

Water Convention Secretariat contact:
Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland

water.convention@un.org

tamara.kutonova@un.org (National Policy Dialogues)

alexander.belokurov@un.org (National Policy
Dialogues)

hanna.plotnykova@un.org (Climate change and
accidental water pollution)

iulia.trombitcaia@un.org (Implementation Committee
and reporting)

For more information: www.unece.org/env/water/
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