Activities of the Kazakhstan-
Uzbekistan Working Group on

Environmental Protection and
Water Quality in the Syr
Darya River Basin




On 2 June 1997, the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan signed an agreement on cooperation on environmental protection
and sustainable environmental management.

In March 2017, the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan signed the Strategy for Economic Cooperation for 2017-2019, which
included the following activities: "To create a joint Commission for cooperation on environmental protection" and "To ensure joint water sampling, analysis, and exchange of water quality
data and regulations".




In the framework of its 2"d meeting held in Nur-Sultan city (7-8 November 2019), the joint Working Group approved:

The list of indicators to be measured (28 items);

Sites for joint water sampling (2 sites);

Conducting sample analysis and sharing results;

In the framework of its 3" meeting (24 December 2020), the Working Group considered the following issues:

The Parties agreed to exchange encrypted samples (reference samples) every 5 years, to review and determine the timing of
sampling, taking infto account the time of water travel in the Syr Darya River.

Sampling taking into account the time of water travel in the Syr Darya River;
Work Plan for 2020-2022;

in Uzbekistan) at Chinaz town;
bridge over the Syr Darya River.

Parties approved a schedule for
[ exchange of




"Development ©
the Syr Darya River in Emergenc Wlejile

Kazakhstan proposed to consider the creatio
working group to deal with water quality in the Syr Darya River basir
building on the Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of Joint Water
Resources Management and Conservation of Interstate Sources dated 18
February 1992.

The meeting considered the draft Programme of Measures for the
conservation and restoration of the ecosystem of the fransboundary Syr
Darya River for 2023-2025, which included activities to identify and

eliminate sources of pollution of the river.



In general, since the establishment of the Working Group, the Parties have
made progress in the implementation of measures aimed at improving the
ecosystem of the Syr Darya River basin.

However, to ensure the effectiveness of their efforts, some issues should be
addressed, such as mismatches in national regulations and standards and
differences in physical facilities of environmental monitoring services — water quality
monitoring is carried out by various agencies using different sampling sites and
nonitoring frequencies.

0 analyse monitoring data and make appropriate
in the Darya River basin.

DASIN




oint analysis of water samples performed by specialised laboratories of the State Committee
for Ecology and Environment Protection of the Republic of Uzbekistan

In accordance with the Work PI
Uzbekistan Joint Working Grc
Protection and Water Quality in the S
2022, the Parties held working meetings on joint a

water samples performed by specmllsed laboratories of the
Parties. There were also working meetings held on issues
related to building the capacity of the state control of the
Parties based on the case of pollution sources in the Syr Darya
River basin.

On 19 July 2022, a joint sampling of collector-drainage waters
was carried out at three sites (upstream and downstream the
discharge point and the Syr Darya River). The technical
conditions of laboratories and inspection activities of the State
Committee for Ecology and Environment Protection of the
Republic of Uzbekistan were reviewed.

On 20 July 2022, collected water samples were analysed for 28
indicators according to the programme. There was exchange
of experience on observation programmes, sampling methods,
day-1 analysis, and the system of delivery of collected samples.



enterprise in Chirchik ,
situational centre for monitor

studied. Regulatory legal docume
state control were reviewed.



Joint analysis of water samples performed by specialised laboratories of Kazakhstan

I

‘took part in joint sampling of water of the
| ' Kazakhstan.

« According _ October 2022, a joint analysis of samples was
performed with the particip: of representatives of Kazhydromet RSE. The state of
inspection activities of the Departments of Ecology in Shymkent city and Turkestan region was
reviewed.
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