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“To strengthen technical and scientific 
capacity to capitalize on and 

consolidate existing knowledge and to 
develop and apply methodologies and 

models to assess disaster risks, 
vulnerabilities and exposure to all 

hazards” 

(paragraph 24j)

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030
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UNDRR/ISC Technical Working Group on the Hazard Terminology 
Review and Classification

To provide a review of Sendai Framework 
hazard terminology and classification for 

partners addressing the all-hazards paradigm 

Published July 2020

https://www.undrr.org/publication/hazard-definition-and-classification-review

https://www.undrr.org/publication/hazard-definition-and-classification-review
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The Hazard Review and Classification Project Process

 Multi-faceted approach
‒ Surveys

‒ Reviewing data sources

 List of hazards shortlisted to 302–
from several hundreds!
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302 Hazards
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Hazard Information Profiles

“It provides a common set of hazard
definitions to Governments and stakeholders to
inform their strategies and actions on risk reduction

and management. Specifically, the report and
this supplement could support the development
and updating of national and local disaster risk

reduction strategies and loss databases, as well
as integrating disaster risk reduction into national

statistics, legal, accounting and regulatory frameworks
and public and private policy, financing and

investment decisions.”
(Introduction, Page 19)

Published October 2021
https://www.undrr.org/publication/hazard-information-profiles-supplement-undrr-isc-
hazard-definition-classification6

https://www.undrr.org/publication/hazard-information-profiles-supplement-undrr-isc-hazard-definition-classification
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Partnership Approach
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Six Recommendations
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Regular review and update Facilitate the development of a 
multi-hazard information system

Engaging with users and sectors for 
greater alignment and consistency 

of hazard definitions

Use this hazard list to actively 
engage policymakers and scientists 

in evidence-based national risk 
assessment processes, disaster risk 

reduction and risk-informed 
sustainable development, and other 
actions aimed at managing risks of 

emergencies and disasters 

Conduct further work to 
operationalise parameters for 

exposure, vulnerability and capacity, 
building on the UNGA definitions

Address cascading and complex 
hazards and risks
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How Can Hazard Information Profiles Be Used 
Operationally?
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Applications in Health of the Hazard Classification 

• UK used the HIP to inform the development of the UK Health 
Security Agency and national risk registers. 

• Nigeria developed links IHR and Global Health Security project

• WHO included a reference to the hazard report in the WHO 
Guidance on Research Methods for Health and Disaster Risk 
Management
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Disaster Related Statistics

“A growing sense of urgency to integrate disaster 
measurements with statistics, and the need for better data 

and statistical measurement to improve the understanding 
of disaster risk reduction, including strengthening 

resilience and preparedness.”

(UN Statistical Commission)

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/meetings/2019-
Caricom%20Region/documents/Session%206.3.1%20UNSD%20-%20Disaster-related%20Statistics.pdf

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/meetings/2019-Caricom%20Region/documents/Session%206.3.1%20UNSD%20-%20Disaster-related%20Statistics.pdf


© UNDRR – United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction

UNECE Task Force on Measuring Hazardous Events and Disasters:
Statistical review of the “Hazard definition and classification review”



© UNDRR – United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction

Primary 
Objective of 

the Pilot 

To provide feedback from a statistical point of view 
on the applicability of the reviewed hazard 

classification and its HIPs. 

This will be an important input in the 
planned review and update of the 

classification, including addressing 
possible gaps and shortcomings. 

It also provides a fundamental basis for 
development of practical 

implementation guidelines. 
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Thank you!
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