ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/2023/3
ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/2023/3
	
	United Nations
	ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/2023/3

	[image: _unlogo]
	Economic and Social Council
	Distr.: General
10 November 2022
English
Original: French


Economic Commission for Europe
Inland Transport Committee
Working Party on the Transport of Dangerous Goods
Joint Meeting of Experts on the Regulations annexed to the
European Agreement concerning the International Carriage
of Dangerous Goods by Inland Waterways (ADN) 
(ADN Safety Committee)
Forty-first session
Geneva, 23–27 January 2023
Item 4 (d) of the provisional agenda
Implementation of the European Agreement concerning the 
International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by 
Inland Waterways (ADN): Training of experts
		Report of the twenty-third meeting of the informal working group on the training of experts
		Transmitted by the Central Commission for the Navigation of the Rhine (CCNR)[footnoteRef:1]*,[footnoteRef:2]**  [1: 	*		Distributed in German by the Central Commission for the Navigation of the Rhine under the symbol CCNR-ZKR/ADN/WP.15/AC.2/2023/3.]  [2: 	**		A/76/6 (Sect.20), para. 20.76.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk99952596]1.	The informal working group on the training of experts held its twenty-third meeting, chaired by Mr. Bölker (Germany), as a hybrid session, in Strasbourg from 20 to 22 September 2022. Representatives of the following States took part in the meeting: Germany, the Netherlands and Switzerland. The following non-governmental organizations and training bodies were represented: the European Barge Union (EBU), HGK Ship Management (training body), the International Committee for the Prevention of Work Accidents in Inland Navigation (CIPA) and GUSPAF GmbH.
	1.	Adoption of the agenda
CCNR-ZKR/ADN/WG/CQ/2022/13 a (agenda)
CCNR-ZKR/ADN/WG/CQ/2022/11 (report)
2.	The informal working group adopted the agenda with the addition of an item 3.3 on questions currently suspended for use in the Netherlands and an item 4.4 on the evaluation of statistics on the examinations. It also adopted the report of the previous meeting without amendment.
3.	The Chair reported the main outcomes of the last meeting of the ADN Safety Committee.
	2.	Work schedule
CCNR-ZKR/ADN/WG/CQ/2022/6 rev.2 (Work schedule)
4.	The informal working group reviewed and approved its work schedule for 2023 and 2024.
5.	The Chair noted that the substantive questions on chemicals had already been reviewed. Separate discussions were planned for the spring of 2023 to continue the review of the substantive questions. He invited the CCNR secretariat to report on the work carried out within the CESNI working group on professional qualifications (CESNI/QP) to review the questions on first aid.
	3.	Continuous updating of the ADN catalogue of questions 2021
(Item 1 of the work schedule)
CCNR-ZKR/ADN/WG/CQ/2022/3 rev. 2 (General)
CCNR-ZKR/ADN/WG/CQ/2022/4 rev. 2 (Chemicals)
CCNR-ZKR/ADN/WG/CQ/2022/5 rev. 2 (Gas)
[bookmark: _Hlk99638309]	3.1	ADN 2023
(Item 1.3 of the work schedule)
6.	The informal working group reviewed and updated the catalogues of questions.
7.	The informal working group agreed in principle that questions should be worded concisely and that redundant information should, as far as possible, be removed. The aim of the changes was to make the wording of the questions as concise and clear as possible.
8.	The secretariat noted that comments on the English versions of the catalogues of question could be forwarded to the ECE secretariat in an annex to the French versions.
9.	The CCNR secretariat would transmit to the ECE secretariat the changes to the English version of the catalogues of questions proposed by the Netherlands delegation in document CCNR-ZKR/ADN/WG/CQ/2022/15 corr. 1 and adopted by the informal working group.
10.	The informal working group reiterated that “dichotomous” questions, which could be answered only by “yes” or “no”, should be avoided, as they made it difficult to give incorrect answers.
11.	The informal working group discussed the use of short or long sentences for questions. It was currently not possible to know to what extent longer sentences led to more errors in the answers. The Chair suggested that that aspect could be taken into account in the future when evaluating tests. For the changes currently being proposed, the wording adopted should be clear and readily understandable. In some cases, however, that might result in slightly longer questions.
12.	The informal working group noted that some practices regarding side-by-side formations (convoys) were region-specific. Those region-specific practices should also be reflected in the catalogue of questions.
13.	The informal working group agreed that issues that currently appeared under the “stability” examination objective, but were not directly related to vessel stability, would be moved to more relevant examination objectives, such as loading and unloading.
14.	With regard to the special equipment referred to in 8.1.5.1, the informal working group noted that the number of ambient air-dependent breathing apparatuses to be carried on board should be checked and, if necessary, a proposal for updating ADN should be prepared. The informal working group recalled the wording of ADNR 2001, marginal 210 260: “for each member of the crew, a pair of protective glasses, a full face mask with suitable respirator, a pair of protective gloves and boots and a protective suit;”. A modification had been made when moving to ADNR 2003. Since that time, subsection 8.1.5.1 had required that a single ambient air-dependent breathing apparatus be available on board, not one ambient air-dependent breathing apparatus per crew member.
15.	The informal working group noted that there was a contradiction between the entry for UN 1203 Motor spirit or Gasoline or Petrol in Table C and the VCI (German Chemicals Industry Association) guidelines on the implementation of safety requirements for the transport of dangerous goods[footnoteRef:3] with regard to the sampling opening. That inconsistency could either be considered by the informal working group on materials or addressed in more detail as part of the work on the opening of openings. [3: 		https://www.vci.de/services/leitfaeden/vci-leitfaden-umsetzung-gesetzlicher-sicherheitsbestimmungen-fuer-befoerderung-gefaehrlicher-gueter-adr-rid-adn-security.jsp.] 

16.	The informal working group invited the Safety Committee to clarify why a tank for residual products, as defined in 9.3.2.26.2, was not required to be connected to a gas evacuation system, while the much smaller receptacles for residual products referred to in 9.3.2.26.3 had to be fitted with a connection enabling gases released during filling to be evacuated safely.
17.	During the review of the catalogue of question on gases, the informal working group exchanged views on the absolute pressure of 1 kmol of ideal gas with a volume of 24 m³ at 100 kPa and 25 °C and noted that the questions for examination objective 3.1 (Avogadro’s number and calculation of masses) needed to be reviewed. As a reminder, the temperature had been changed a few years previously from 15 °C to 25 °C. The informal working group noted that the value of 15 °C should be used for calculations to obtain the correct answers.
18.	The informal working group considered the nine questions related to UN 1011 “n-butane” and, on a case-by-case basis, changed the wording to “Butane”.
	3.2	Updating of the directive on the use of the catalogue of questions for the ADN expert examination
[bookmark: _Hlk99635912](Item 2.1 of the work schedule)
[bookmark: _Hlk99637501]CCNR-ZKR/ADN/WG/CQ/2022/9 (Distribution of the work on the 2023 ADN catalogue of questions)
19.	The informal working group discussed and updated the directive on the use of the catalogue of questions for the ADN expert examination.
20.	The informal working group noted differences in the use of the terms “test” and “examination” in the English version and proposed changes to align with the French version. It invited the CCNR secretariat to consult with the ECE secretariat on how corrections could be made to the English version. 
	3.3	Questions suspended for use in the Netherlands
CCNR-ZKR/ADN/WG/CQ/2022/15
21.	The informal working group addressed the questions concerned under item 3.
	4.	ADN expert training and examination
(Item 2.1 of the work schedule)
[bookmark: _Hlk99640314]	4.1	Completion of the training courses referred to in 8.2
22.	The Chair noted that, due to time constraints, the item would be dealt with at the next meeting.
	4.2	Harmonization of 8.2, Requirements concerning training, with the ADR e-learning model
23.	The Chair noted that, due to time constraints, the item would be dealt with at the next meeting.
	4.3	Analysis of examination statistics
[bookmark: _Hlk99640907]CCNR-ZKR/ADN/WG/CQ/2022/7 (Excel table containing statistics on examinations)
24.	The Chair noted that, due to time constraints, the item would be dealt with at the next meeting.
	4.4	Analysis of examination statistics
CCNR-ZKR/ADN/WG/CQ/2022/7 rev. 2 (Statistics)
25.	The Chair noted that, due to time constraints, the item would be dealt with at the next meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk99643666]	5.	Clarification of general issues related to the catalogue of questions
(Item 3 of the work schedule)
26.	The Chair noted that, due to time constraints, the item would be dealt with at the next meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk99645366]	6.	Other matters
27.	The Chair noted that no communications had been received under the agenda item.
	7.	Calendar
28.	The next meeting of the informal working group was scheduled for 15 November 2022 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. online. The German delegation would organize an online meeting for that purpose.
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