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Summary:  
 

Poverty is a complex phenomenon. As a concept, it is defined and understood in different ways. The 
choice of a specific definition of poverty and the measurement method used determines the results of the 
assessment. As a consequence, it may have an impact on the design of programmes, formulated within the 
framework of social policy, aimed at reducing this phenomenon. 

The intention of the presentation will focus on the interpretation of data on the extent of poverty (in 
this case in Poland) calculated using different measurement methods. Most attention will be devoted to 
discussing the relationship between indicators of so-called objective and subjective poverty. 
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