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Australian Public Service (APS) Data Profession

Data Professional Stream

Launched September 
2020 

One of three APS 
professional streams: 
Data, Digital, HR

Purpose: uplift data 
capability across the 
APS

A wide range of 
initiatives being 
undertaken

Source: Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet
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The Data Professional Stream Work Program
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Data Professional 
Network

Data Graduate 
Recruitment

APS Data Capability 
Framework 

Member Community 
Platform 

Enhanced mobility 
opportunities

SES Data Leadership 
course

Data job roles
Specialist Learning 
Offerings

Data Literacy 
Pathways

Entry Level Programs

Coming soon

What has been achieved?



APS Data Professional Network

• By July 2022, 2100 members from across the APS 
and externally 

• A LinkedIn group also allowed APS data 
professionals to network

• From August 2022, the network moved to the Data 
Profession Members’ Community Platform.
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Data Profession Members’ Community Platform
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• Co-hosted on the same platform as the APS Digital Profession
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The MCP is a space for Data Professionals to 
connect and collaborate. 

Key features:   
• Communities of Practice
• Resource libraries

• Events
• Discussion threads and blogs
• Member directory

• Members can choose to receive emails 
summarising activity (either daily or 
weekly)



Australian Public Service
Data Graduate Recruitment

• We have recruited graduates for three data streams: 
• Data Analysts 
• Data Scientists 
• Statistical Methodologists 

• 2021
• 216 job offers
• 140 graduates placed in agencies

• 2022
• > 300 data graduates across the APS
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Entry Level Programs
• Working with the Australian 

Public Service Commission 
(APSC) to establish new entry 
level programs 

• Targeting undergraduates in data 
related fields 

• Participants in this new data 
cadet program will be based in 
selected regional university 
campuses 

• As well as undertaking paid work 
while still studying, data cadets 
will be provided additional 
training and networking 
opportunities
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APS Data Capability Framework

DEFINES
The data skills, 

knowledge & behaviours 
required in the APS

ONE LANGUAGE
Equips the APS with a 
clear and consistent 

language to use for data 
capabilities

GUIDES
APS employees, 

managers & HR to build 
data capability and 

expertise

Provides the foundation to building data capability
and supporting data career paths
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Navigating the framework…



Enhanced Mobility opportunities

Developing data skills through 
immersive learning:
• Aimed to uplift data 

capability

• Typically 3 – 6 months in 
duration

• Evaluated what worked well, 
and areas for improvement
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Data Job Roles Overview
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Senior Executive Service Data Leadership Course

Uplifting data capability for Senior Executive Service (SES) 
officers to build a data-driven culture across the APS. 
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• Administered by 
the APS 
Academy

• Course content 
mainly delivered 
by ANU teaching 
staff.



SES Data Leadership Course Modules
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Masterclass: Why data matters and how to get value from it

Agency data governance and SES roles and responsibilities

Data analytics fundamentals

Influencing with Data 

Managing Data

Data Quality 

Emerging Data techniques



Data Literacy Pathways
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• Five learning clusters are in the pathway 
- 2 are essential
- 3 are recommended
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Contact the Data Profession

Join the network to receive newsletters from the Data Profession
https://www.apsc.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/aps-
professional-streams/aps-data-profession

Registration Form

Contact the Data Professional Stream team directly 
by emailing data.profession@abs.gov.au

Email

https://www.apsc.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/aps-professional-streams/aps-data-profession
mailto:Data.profession@abs.gov.au
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