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 Regional Agreement: The AGR agreement of 1975 establishes a grid system of 
reference roads within the European region having a general north-south and 
west-east orientation (E-road network).

 Guidance on E-road network standards: It sets minimum standards for the 
construction, maintenance and signage of roads forming the E-road network. 

 Objective: This agreement facilitates international travel. It also provides guidance 
on the  construction and maintenance of road infrastructure to make the roads
which are the subject of the AGR safe.

AGR
In summary
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Links to 2016 Consolidated Text of AGR

• English 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2016/sc1/ECE-
TRANS-SC1-2016-03-Rev1e.pdf

• French
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2016/sc1/ECE-
TRANS-SC1-2016-03-Rev1f.pdf
• Russian
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2016/sc1/ECE-
TRANS-SC1-2016-03-Rev1r.pdf

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2016/sc1/ECE-TRANS-SC1-2016-03-Rev1e.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2016/sc1/ECE-TRANS-SC1-2016-03-Rev1f.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2016/sc1/ECE-TRANS-SC1-2016-03-Rev1r.pdf


38 Contracting
Parties*

AGR
Contracting Parties
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• Open to States 
members
of UNECE or those 
who qualify per 
paragraph 8 of ToR of 
the Commission

• Regional agreement



http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/MapAGR2007.pdf

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/MapAGR2007.pdf


 E-roads are constructed or upgraded according to specified minimum standards 
based on the categories of motorways, express roads and ordinary roads.

 Higher category roads must be constructed and maintained according to higher
minimum standards that enable drivers to travel safely at higher speeds. 

 Contracting parties also commit to equipping their E-roads with harmonized road 
signs.

 The annexes also cover traffic and road lighting, service facilities, safety
arrangements for tunnels, environment and landscaping of roads. 

AGR
Principles
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AGR articles
• Art 1: definition and adoption of 

E-road network (Annex I)
• Art 2: creation of a grid system of 

roads
• Art 3: Construction and 

development of roads of the E-
road network (Annex II)

• Art 4: Signing of the roads of the 
E-road network (Annex III)

• Art 5: Procedure for the signature 
of, and becoming Party to AGR

• Art 6: Entry into force of AGR
• Art 7: Procedures for amending 

the main text of AGR

• Arts 8 and 9: Procedure for 
amending annexes I, II and III

• Art 10: Notification of proposed 
amendments

• Art 11: Denunciation
• Art 12: Termination
• Art 13: Settlement of disputes
• Art 14: Limits to application of 

AGR
• Art 15: Declaration concerning art 

13
• Art 16: Notifications to CPs
• Art 17: Deposit of AGR



Article 4 paragraphs 2 to 4



Annex I: Explanatory Notes and List of Roads

• Explains the design and numbering of the international E-road 
network 

• Class-A roads: Reference roads and intermediate roads
• Class-B roads: Branch, link and connecting roads
• List of roads



E-road network through Turkmenistan





Annex II: Conditions to which the main 
international traffic arteries should conform
I. General

II. Classification of international roads
III. Geometric characteristics
IV. Equipment
V. Management, safety equipment and general arrangements for 

tunnels
VI. Environment and landscaping
VII. Maintenance



II. 
Classification 

of 
international 

roads



III. Geometric Characteristics











Annex III: Identification and signing of E-roads



Areas for potential future work (ie proposal 
amendment or policy development)?
• Road safety audits and inspections (new annex?)
• Could the geometric characteristics (guidelines) in annex II be turned 

into standards?
• Are there good practices from other UN regional road agreements 

which could be considered?
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