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Overview

• Generic introduction to the topic of border crossing facilitation

• Temporary Importation Convention for Private (1954) and 

Commercial (1956) vehicles;

• Carnet de Passage en Douane (CPD);

• Customs claim time frame;

• Administrative structure;

• Conclusion.



On some major routes:

57 % of transport time is lost at  border crossings

38 % of transport costs are due to unofficial levies

•Long waiting times at borders result in major human

suffering for drivers blocked in queues for hours/days

•harmful impact on the environment

•Border waiting times also cost billions annually  =>  

increasing the cost of goods for the end consumer, not to

mention lost business opportunities.

Border crossing facilitation is:

•Key to international trade, exports and imports

•Essential for growth and competiveness

•A driver of regional integration

Border crossing facilitation : 



UNECE’s 3600 approach to Border 

crossing facilitation (2)  Efficient crossing borders requires:

• Appropriate and resilient infrastructure

• Reliable and harmonized international legal 

framework

• Harmonized or at least aligned procedures 

(e.g. customs)

• International cooperation and exchange of 

best practices



The customs convention on the temporary 
importation of Private road vehicles of 1954



The customs convention on the temporary 
importation of Commercial road vehicles of 1956



• Objective of developing and facilitating tourism : 

➔ Allowing temporary importation of vehicles by non-residents 

• Also : 

•➔ Creation of a single international customs document (Carnet de 
Passages en douane) 

Customs Convention on the temporary 
importation of Private road vehicles of 
1954 and of Commercial road vehicles of 
1956



The Customs Convention on the temporary 
importation of Private (1954)  / Commercial  
(1956) road vehicles



The Carnet de passage en douane

• The CPD is a customs document (issued by AIT and FIA) that 
identifies a motor vehicle and is used to control temporarily 
importation and subsequent exportation of this motor vehicle

• The CPD allows travelers to temporarily import their vehicles 
without having to leave a cash deposit at the border.

• The CPD is in essence an international guarantee for payment 
of customs duties and taxes to a government should a vehicle 
not be re-exported from that country.

• The clubs and associations of the AIT and FIA guarantee and 
issue the CPD’s .



CPD cover



Back cover

• The CPD may be used in 
these countries.

• Countries for which the 
CPD is not valid may be 
included in the red circle.



• CPDs are delivered with 5, 
10, 15 or 25 pages.

• A new page is used for 
every new country visited. 

• Each page has 3 sections. 

• 1)  For  customs of entry

• 2) For Customs office of 
exit 

• 3) counterfoil





In case a CPD is not 
regularly discharged, or 
the exit of the vehicle is 
not correctly recorded, 
customs authorities can 
require proof of re-
exportation.

The certificate may be 
stamped by the border 
customs office of the 
country of issuance of the 
CPD or it may be 
completed by an official 
(customs, police etc.) of 
the country where the 
vehicle is examined.





Administrative structure

• Article 42 (1954 Convention) and Article 41 (1956 Convention)

• Any contracting party may propose one or more amendments to this 
Convention. The text of any proposed amendment shall be transmitted 
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations who shall circulate it to 
all contracting parties

• If no objection, the amendment enters into force for all contracting 
parties three months after the expiry of a six month period in which an 
objection can be raised. 

• Latest amendment entered into force on 1 April 2015. Carnets used for 
Carnet de Passage en Douane (CPD) operations within a specific 
region can now be printed in combinations of two United Nations official 
languages on the condition that one of the two languages be English or 
French (1954 Convention).

• 1954 and 1956 Conventions are administered by the Economic 
Commission for Europe Working Party on Customs Questions affecting 
Transport (WP.30).



Administrative structure (continued)

Accession: Articles 33 and 34 (1954): Any State 
Member of the United Nations.

Article 33 (1956): Countries members of the 
Economic Commission for Europe and countries 
admitted to the Commission in a consultative 
capacity.



Conclusion :

•For tourism and trade, temporary admission of 
motor vehicles should best be free of formalities 
and guarantees  

•If this is not possible, the CPD gives advantage to 
customs/travellers 

- Advantages customs : no need for cash 
deposits and reimbursements formalities, no 
need to create a national document

- For tourism :  CPD ease the border crossing 
procedures and eliminates the need for cash 
guarantees  
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