
10:00-10:05 Opening remarks UNECE
Paola Deda, Director,  Forest, Land and

Housing Division, UNECE

10:05-10:10 Opening remarks FAO
Dominique Burgeon, Director, FAO Liaison

Office in Geneva

10:10-10:20
Furniture consumption: concrete

circularity actions
Alicja Kacprzak, Forestry Officer, Joint

UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section 

10:20-10:30
Fashion materials: concrete circularity

actions

Leonie Meier, Associate Economic Affairs
Officer, Joint UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber

Section 

10:30-10:45 Q&A session

The dominant consumption models, based on a ‘take-make-use-dispose’, cannot maintain our current life
standards without increasing environmental degradation and incurring economic risks. 
A transition to more circular, bio-based approaches needs to happen fast, so that we can restore a regenerative
economic model, at the same time reducing environmental footprint on the planet and decreasing the demand for
natural resources.
But how can this be done? 
How to translate concepts and theories into real life examples and action points that everyone can understand and
apply at the individual level? 
How many of us know that forests and the forest sector, as sources biodegradable products, feed into a number of
modern industries and are already catalyzing a transition at the economy-wide scale?
What choices should we, as consumers, make to support this transition?
All these key questions and others will be addressed during a UNECE/FAO event launching a new publication
“Circularity concepts in forest-based industries”. The publication explains how forest-based industries — including
construction, furniture, paper industry, fashion and plastics — are transitioning to a circular economy, and what it
means for them to not only be circular but also sustainable and environmentally neutral in the long term.
The event will use the example of the furniture and fashion industries to display concrete sustainability and
circularity questions and consumer choices that can be made by all of us to accelerate the transition towards a
more circular and bio-based economy.
Two short presentations will be followed by a Q&A session with UNECE/FAO experts.

The publication is available for download at:  https://unece.org/info/Forests/pub/367742 

CIRCULAR ECONOMY
How can we make a difference as consumers?

Date: 30 June 2022
Time: From 10:00 to 10:45 ECT

Virtual launching event for UNECE/FAO new publication “Circularity
concepts in forest-based industries”

Programme

When joining online, please follow our naming convention: Country name, Title, First and Family name.
In case of any issues, please do not hesitate to contact our technical focal point sofiia.parent@un.org.

Join the event online: Click here to join
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