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Project Aims and Benefits

To ensure countries in Africa only recieve  quality used 
vehciles that will have environemntal and safety benefits as 
well as co-economic benefits

To develop and harmonize minimum requirements 
between importing and exporting countries for the safety 
and environmental performance of used vehicles.

Establish a digital framework for the exchange and sharing 
of vehicle information and data between importing and 
exporting countries

Build a model that can be utilized by other importing 
regions.



▪ What level of performance is needed before export

▪ Safety: Approved according to recommended Minimum UN Regulations to make a difference in road safety

▪ Environment: Some African regions decided

to opt for EURO 4 level (e.g. ECOWAS)

▪ How to ensure export of quality used 

vehicles

▪ Valid PTI at export for all vehicles: 

harmonized PTI test (not older than 8 weeks)

▪ Random or systematic PTI at import side

▪ Digital framework to exchange vehicles

specific information is key.

ELEMENTS TO BE AGREED UPON
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ACTIVITIES OF WP.29 IN ADDRESSING USED VEHICLES

WP.29 is the World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations and it offers a 
unique framework for globally harmonized regulations on vehicles and these 
harmonized regulations are tangible in road safety and environmental protection.

All vehicles manufactured in line the UN 1958 and 1998 Agreements will meet the 
minimum safety and environmental requirements necessary for protection of road 
traffic participants inside and outside of the vehicle.

The 1997 Agreements for Periodical Technical Inspection (PTI), ensures all vehicles are kept 
in a healthy and safe condition and makes provision for roadworthiness. PTI is the 
prerequisite for vehicles to be driven on public roads and/or exported. 

WP.29 recently endorsed the establishment of an Informal Working Group (IWG) to 
address technical issues related to safety and environmental protection applicable to 
both new and used vehicles for markets with different economies.



OTHER ACTIVITIES ON EXPORTING SIDE

UNECE has successfully organized two
exporting stakeholders' workshop for 
sensitization and to introduce expected 
minimum requirement of used vehicles 
that can be exported

Activities has commenced to define 
some minimum requirements 
before exporting a vehicle



Importing/Exporting regions and stakeholders should work together to  harmonize 
and adopt minimum requirements for exporting and importing used vehicles

Implementation of project outcomes should not affect rapidly, the vehicle fleet but 
gradually phase out the use of poor quality vehciles while making available, quality 
used vehicles

Adopted standards should not be too stringent and allow easy transition.

Vehicles produced in accordance with UN Regulations/UN GTRs will meet these 
minimum safety and environment requirement

Related to a Valid Roadworthiness test, the 1997 Agreement makes provision for 
the expected level of roadworthiness for passing the test

MAIN PRINCIPLES
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