
• What are some new possible uses of wood in our everyday lives?

• How can a sustainable production and consumption of wood products help to decarbonise
industries, to transform the way we (re)use resources, and to support the transition towards
more sustainable lifestyles?

• What are our options for choosing to use wood wisely while caring for our forests in light of
climate change and the many ecosystem services they provide?

For more information and registration please visit: 
https://unece.org/forests/events/international-day-forests-2022

21 March 2022
10:00-12:00 and 14:00-16:00 CET

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FORESTS 2022
Forests for sustainable lifestyles and a circular economy

ABOUT THIS SESSION

Wood is a highly versatile material, and the number of wood-based products is continuously 
increasing. The story of wood is closely intertwined with complex sustainability considerations. 
Certification of sustainable forest management emerged as a result of concerns over illegal 
tropical timber harvests and other unsustainable practices in the 1990s. In recent years, consum-
er awareness of packaging waste and microfibres in oceans and landfills has driven change. 
Innovations among paper and board producers include alternative materials to replace plastics, 
using renewable products of organic origin, most of which are recyclable, compostable or both. 
Similarly, textile fibre manufacturers’ production of modern, sustainable cellulose-based fibres 
has come a long way from the initial, very polluting process of Rayon. The textile industry has also 
re-imagined the process of wood derived fibres for fashion. Modern man-made cellulosic fibres 
(MMCF) are now produced with closed-loop systems or even without chemicals, thereby lowering 
their environmental footprint and providing a highly sustainable alternative to petroleum-based 
polyester, which currently dominates the textile market. 

As such, the story of the ever-changing use of wood is deeply intertwined with our own history. It 
captures our journey towards safer, more comfortable and, ultimately, more sustainable lifestyles. 
We now live in times when the consequences of climate change and plastic pollution are felt 
more strongly than ever before. We have reached a crossroads and need to ask ourselves: 



AGENDA

10:00-12:00 PART 1 - Fashion

12:00-14:00 BREAK

Opening: Live from Milan with “In the Forest” - a new sustainable fashion collection

From forest to garment: opportunities for circularity 

Simone Cipriani
Chair of the UN Alliance 
for Sustainable Fashion

(moderator)

Tiziano Guardini
Fashion designer 
and winner of the 

Green Carpet Award

Carlo Covini
Project Manager 

Marketing Textiles 
Lenzing AG

Ana Belén Noriega
Secretary-General

PEFC Spain

Vinicius Nonino
New Business Executive

Officer, Suzano

Beyond the garment: sustainability challenges and opportunities 

Lindita Xhaferi-Salihu
Sectors Engagement Lead

UN Climate Change 

Katia Vladimirova
Senior Research Associate

 University of Geneva

Janne Poranen
CEO and co-founder

Spinnova Plc.

Juan Parés Boj
CEO 

Textil Santanderina

Helena Claesson
Senior Project Manager

Södra

(ENG | FRE | RUS - Zoom)



14:00-16:00 PART 2 - Packaging

Panel 1 – Sustainable paper and paperboard - global trade and e-commerce rely on it!

Panel 2 – Why and how to further replace plastic packaging?

Angela Graham-Brown
Forest Solutions Group 

at WBCSD
(moderator) 

Outi Marin
Head of sustainability 

reporting at Smurfit Kappa

Michel Valois
President and Chief 
Executive Officer of 

Valois Vision Marketing

Rene Eckhart
Senior Scientist, Graz 

University of Technology, 
Institute for Biobased Products 
and Paper Technology (TU Graz)

Alicia Mateos Cárdenas
Postdoctoral Researcher at 

the School of Biological, 
Earth and Environmental Sciences, 

University College Cork, Ireland

Paula Martirez
Senior Specialist, 

Business Development at
Stora Enso’s Innovation

 Centre Biomaterials

Closing the loop 
Moderated discussion: How the forest sector can further improve the circularity of its products 

and further reduce the environmental footprint.

Angela Graham-Brown
Forest Solutions Group 

at WBCSD
(moderator) 




