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Meeting Overview 

 

The first Regional Policy Dialogue launched the new multi-agency UN DA Project on Accelerating the 

transition towards a circular economy in the UNECE region, led by the Economic Cooperation and 

Trade Division of United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE). The two-hour event 

discussed “Harnessing trade and economic cooperation for the transition to a circular economy” and 

featured experts from international organisations, member States, think-tanks, academia, and business. 

The event was held in English; Russian translation was provided.  

 

A high-level opening set the scene for the panel discussion, elaborating on the importance of circularity 

and the progress made so far. The panel discussion then shed a light on specific perspectives on the 

challenges and opportunities the circularity transition brings for the individual stakeholders.  

 

Key emerging messages include: 

• The circular economy is an important topic for the UNECE region. While some countries/sub-

regions are front runners in promoting circularity, awareness and understanding of the concept 

is increasing throughout the Pan-European region.  

• Waste – its reduction, recycling and repurposing is a key entry point for the circular transition. 

Ultimately, a circular economy covers many other economic sectors and areas of policy making 

(e.g. agri-food, services, infrastructure etc.).  

• Innovation, investment and trade are needed to scale up circular solutions from local to regional 

and global level. When considering the potential of trade, care has to be given to ensure that 

policies act as enablers to enhancing circularity and trade, and not as barriers.  

• Transitioning to a circular economy requires collaboration between different stakeholders/min-

istries, including from the environmental and the economic side. It also requires capacity build-

ing and technical assistance for those actors, public and private, that are at a less advanced 

stage.  

• A holistic, strategic approach to circularity is necessary. UNECE, as a follow up to its 69th 

Commission session, and as host of the multi-agency UN DA project, offers a platform for 

multi-stakeholder engagement towards a circular transition in the Pan-European region.  

 

High-Level Opening Segment  

 

The high-level opening segment featured speakers from international organization, government and 

civil society:   

• Ms. Olga Algayerova, UNECE Executive Secretary  

• H.E. Mr. Alibek Kuantyrov, Vice Minister of National Economy, Republic of Kazakhstan  

• Mr. Jocelyn Blériot, Executive Officer at the EllenMacArthur Foundation 

 

Ms. Olga Algayerova opened the Regional Policy Dialogue raising awareness for the urgency behind 

circularity and what UNECE can contribute to the transition. She stressed that an inclusive and effective 

transition to circularity is not straightforward. It requires cooperation among countries, starting at the 

local, over the regional and ultimately to the global level. It is dependent on the interaction between the 

spheres of environmental, social and economic policy makers. UNECE can help address both chal-

lenges. The Economic Cooperation and Trade Division is already supporting countries to harness the 

power of the economic sphere, that is trade, innovation and financing for the circular transition. Topics 
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such as sustainable procurement, traceability and transparency of supply chains and waste management 

including waste-to-energy projects have been UNECE’s priority.  

H.E. Mr. Alibek Kuantyrov provided an overview of Kazakhstan’s progress in sustainable develop-

ment, trade, and circular economy. The speaker discussed Kazakhstan’s key economic ingredients: (i) 

Innovation – to find new solutions; (ii) Investment, including through PPPs - to finance the circular 

economy transition; (iii) Entrepreneurship and SMEs – to ensure that that the circular economy is cre-

ating business opportunities and jobs on the ground. Among other circularity-related activities, Ka-

zakhstan is a co-sponsor of the WTO Trade and Environmental Sustainability Structured Discussions 

(TESSD) and of the Informal Dialogue on Plastic Pollution and Environmentally Sustainable Plastics 

(IDP).  

Mr. Jocelyn Blériot provided a recorded video for the Regional Policy Dialogue. He displayed the 

importance of the circularity transition and UNECE’s work in the area, including the UN DA project. 

He furthermore showcased the toolkit the Ellen MacArthur Foundation offers to all stakeholders in 

order to foster and promote circularity around the world. Regional fragmentation needs to be avoided. 

This topic needs to be addressed jointly by environmental and economic stakeholders across different 

levels, uniting environmental protection and economic prosperity. UNECE with its toolkit and new 

project can support this cross-cutting conversation and promote international cooperation in this regard. 

 

 

Live Poll Outcomes (Mentimeter) 

 

The attendees were invited to join the Mentimeter live poll to learn about the audience, which circularity 

aspects they focus on, and who, in their eyes, can drive the circular economy transition.  

 

Answers to question: “Which Circularity aspect do you focus on?”  

 

Waste Management 

(12x) 

Trade (4x) Education, SMEs (2x) Packaging 

Plastic (9x) Fashion (3x) Policy frameworks and 

synergies (2x) 

Urban circularity 

Food (7x) Value chain ap-

proach (3x) 

Sustainable tourism (2x) Mobility 

Agriculture (6x) Responsible Con-

sumption (3x) 

Protecting pollinators 

(promoting beekeeping) 

(2x) 

Fishing 

Energy (5x) Product life exten-

sion and new busi-

ness models (3x) 

Innovation (2x) Raw materials 

Resource Use (5x) Construction (2x) Factories and desalina-

tion units 

Communications 

Standardization (4x) International Organi-

sations (2x) 

Use of wetlands Mining 

Public Procurement 

(4x) 

Plant Biomass (2x) Chemical Safety Economic Coopera-

tion 
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Result to question “In your eyes, who can drive the circular economy transition?” 

 

 

 

Moderated Discussion  

 

The meeting was opened by the moderator Ms. Elisabeth Tuerk, Director at UNECE. She posed the 

first round of questions and then guided follow up questions, from her or from the chat to the panellists.  

 

The first segment of the panel discussion included the government-related speakers:   

• Ms. Irma Gurguliani, Deputy Head, Waste and Chemicals Management Department, Georgia 

• Mr. Alexander Dyukarev, Head of UN Division, Department of Multilateral Economic Coop-

eration and Special Projects, Ministry of Economic Development, Russian Federation  

• Mr. William Neale, Advisor for Circular Economy, Directorate-General for Environment, Di-

rectorate B – Circular Economy and Green Growth, European Commission  

 

Mr. William Neale elaborated on the evolution of the circular economy in the EU and shared best 

practices that economies in transition may benefit from on their way forward. The topic of circular 

economy is at the core of the European green deal, the topic emerged in the region in the past 10 years. 

He stressed that an inclusive, balanced, strategic approach to the circularity transition is necessary. It is 

necessary to avoid systemic fragmentation, but instead create a global approach. In hindsight of trade, 

there needs to be consensus on the global approach to the topic. There should not be a trade-off between 

economic growth and environmental protection. Mr. Neale shared his work on a digital product pass-

port concept, which can help traceability across borders and lead to more transparent value chains.  

 

Ms. Irma Gurguliani gave insights into the work of the Georgian government in the direction of a 

circular economy as the topic receives increasing attention in the country. She furthermore displayed 

which instruments for financing have been used in Georgia and what obstacles may await on the way 

forward to the transition to circularity. Advice on investment is essential: There needs to be more 

knowledge sharing and exchange. Businesses need to be involved from the beginning on. In Georgia, 

the municipalities also have concrete circular economy action plans, and companies are obliged to have 

waste management plans. The country is trying to find local, individual solutions based on legislation 

on national level. Currently, Georgia already achieved 80% of its current action plan and strives to 

continue this trend in the country. Lastly, Ms. Gurguliani highlighted the importance of donor engage-

ment and financial support. 
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Mr. Alexander Dyukarev shared the progress of the Russian Federation with the panel: The country 

currently emphasizes major topics: 

1. Domestic waste and recycling – The president set the goal of 100% sorting of solid municipal 

waste by 2030, new infrastructure and facilities have been put into operation. 

2. Incentives for recycled materials, including plastics. In December 2020, the extended product 

and packaging producer responsibility concept was published. It envisions 100% recycling of 

packaging from 2022 onwards. 

3. Incentives for businesses to switch to greener production, including the move to greener tech-

nology. The plans are developed to modernize many production facilities of the most polluting 

enterprises, and public procurement system is being improved. 

 

Furthermore, the Russian Federation focuses on environmental education to increase awareness for the 

topic and foster the country’s efforts in a sustainable manner. Mr. Dyukarev alarmed that circularity 

can become a barrier to international trade, for example through unbalanced levels of awareness and 

technical skills, lack of consumer demand, or the high likelihood of trade barriers. It is important to 

join efforts on information exchange and harmonization of standards to turn circularity into a trade 

facilitator than a restrictor. UNECE can help in the establishment of such a framework.  

 

The second segment of the panel featured different stakeholders in the transition to circular economy: 

• Mr. Jorge Laguna-Celis, Head, One Planet Network Secretariat, Economy Division, United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)  

• Ms. Ardita Seknaj, Secretary-General, International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), Republic 

of Albania  

• Mr. Petar Uskokovic, Dean, Faculty of Technology and Metallurgy, University of Belgrade, 

Republic of Serbia 

 

Mr. Jorge Laguna-Celis commenced the second part by giving insights on the key objectives and am-

bitions of the One Planet Network and the role of cooperation and partnerships in the context of circular 

economy and trade. He laid great emphasis on a holistic approach to circularity. In particular, standard-

ization and labelling can be a game changer for trade facilitation. Such overarching guidance, including 

from International Organisations, and political commitment are necessary for a successful circularity 

transition. UN agencies should join hands on the SDG12 “Sustainable Consumption and Production” 

implementation. Especially the environmental and economic dimension need to work together to ensure 

no one is left behind. Mr. Laguna-Celis heads the secretariat of the One Planet Network, which helps 

stakeholders within the countries connect with each other and provide a platform for exchange. 

 

Ms. Ardita Seknaj shared both a business and a UNECE member State perspective with the panel. The 

ICC is supporting businesses in their circularity work in Albania, as the private sector is really the 

executor in the circular economy transition. SMEs need to be included in circularity efforts as they 

make a key difference in supply chains. A 360° assessment of the supply chain, and of the economy is 

necessary. Circularity is starting to arrive in our all products and services, and governments and organ-

isations need to continue fostering the efforts of businesses and facilitate the path to circularity. The 

Western Balkan region is stepping up its efforts as the awareness for the topic is rising among the 

population, yet the process is still in the early stages. 

 

Mr. Petar Uskokovic provided information on the circular economy progress in Serbia. In his position 

as Dean of Faculty at the University of Belgrade, he participated in the development of Serbia’s Circular 
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Economy Roadmap. The university is involved in various projects with the private sector to develop 

new, circular technologies. He stressed that academia needs to be involved in the circularity transition 

to foster knowledge, also among the younger generation about to join the work force. The youth will 

shape the future, and Serbia is attempting to use the brain potential and scientific knowledge of their 

universities to drive circularity forward. Universities and schools are essential for environmental edu-

cation. This dimension shall not be left behind, in particular when aiming for a comprehensive ap-

proach. At the moment, Serbia is working on a second version of its national Action Plan with multiple 

UN agencies and looks forward to future collaboration with UNECE. 

 

Conclusions  

 

The meeting was concluded by Mr. Dmitry Mariyasin, Deputy Executive Secretary at UNECE. He 

summarized the main conclusions drawn from the previous speakers and shed special light on the im-

portance of partnerships. In the context of the launch of the multi-agency UN DA project, he elaborated 

on the importance of pooling all efforts and knowledge to collectively drive the circularity transition 

forward. This cooperation is particularly necessary along international value chains and in cross-border 

economic cooperation. In the upcoming years, the UNECE will continue its work in the field of circular 

economy and the sustainable use of natural resources, both in their inter-governmental bodies and under 

the framework of the UN DA project. The four-year project will include multiple regional policy dia-

logues on topics such as supply chain traceability, waste management including food loss and waste, 

as well as innovation and sustainable public procurement. On these issues, several policy papers will 

be published to compile knowledge in specific thematic areas in cooperation with the programme coun-

tries, to build capacity and eventually accelerate the transition towards a circular economy. 
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Annex 1: Agenda  

 

High-Level Opening 

 

• Ms. Olga Algayerova, Executive Secretary, UNECE  

• H.E. Mr. Alibek Kuantyrov, Vice Minister of National Economy, Republic of Kazakhstan  

• Mr. Jocelyn Blériot, Executive Officer, Ellen MacArthur Foundation  

 

Moderated Panel Discussion 

 

• Ms. Irma Gurguliani, Deputy Head, Waste and Chemicals Management Department, Georgia 

• Mr. Alexander Dyukarev, Head of UN Division, Department of Multilateral Economic Coop-

eration and Special Projects, Ministry of Economic Development, Russian Federation  

• Mr. William Neale, Advisor for Circular Economy, Directorate-General for Environment, Di-

rectorate B – Circular Economy and Green Growth, European Commission  

• Mr. Jorge Laguna-Celis, Head, One Planet Network Secretariat, Economy Division, UNEP  

• Ms. Ardita Seknaj, Secretary-General, International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), Republic 

of Albania  

• Mr. Petar Uskokovic, Dean, Faculty of Technology and Metallurgy, University of Belgrade, 
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Ms. Elisabeth Tuerk, Director of Economic Cooperation and Trade Division, UNECE 

 

Closing Remarks 

 

Mr. Dmitry Mariyasin, Deputy Executive Secretary, UNECE  
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pour le Dévelop-

pement durable 

Susanna Dedring Consultant World Bank, AT 

Igor Korelskiy Counsellor 
PM of Russia to 

the UNOG 
Suzana 

Dimitrijevic-Bran-

kovic 
Full Professor 

Faculty of Technology 

and Metallurgy,  dept. 

Biochemical Eng. and 

Biotechnology 

Igor Litvinyuk 
Economic Affairs 

Officer 
UNECE Svetoslav Stoykov Co-Fonder 

Institute for circular 

economy 

Immanuela Badde Consultant UNECE Tamara Rakić Student 

Faculty of Technology 

and Metallurgy, Uni-

versity of Belgrade 

Ismar Ceremida 
Sustainable Growth 

Sector Leader 
UNDP Tamas Vattai Senior Consultant Agrina Consulting 

Janay Sagin Professor 
Nazarbayev Uni-

versity 
Tanja Krunic Research Associate 

Faculty of Technology 

and Metallurgy, Uni-

versity of Belgrade 

Janina Rebs Intern IOM Tatiana Chernyavskaya 
Industrial Develop-

ment Expert 
UNIDO 

Jasna Djurovic Student 

Faculty of Tech-

nology and Met-

allurgy, Univer-

sity of Bellgrade 

Tatiana Vanegas 
Research And Deve-

lopment Consultant 
FLOCERT GmbH 

Jelena Vucicevic Eng.Technology Superlab Tatiana Gustafikova Environmentalist 
Slovak Environment 

Agency 

Jenna Shields 
Science Policy Ana-

lyst 
Health Canada Tauno Kangur 

Economic Affairs Of-

ficer 
UNECE 

Jo-Anne St. Godard Executive Director 
Circular Innova-

tion Council 
Thomas Homburg Innovation manager ISC3 

John Ure 
Director Fair Tech 

Policy 

Access Part-

nership 
Timon Lepold Policy Officer 

Federal Ministry for 

the Environment,  Na-

ture Conservation and 

Nuclear Safety 
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Jonah Butsatsa Cpro ECOTRUST Timothy O'riordan Professor Emeritus 
University of East An-

glia Norwich UK 

Jose Palacin 
Senior Economic 

Affairs Officer 
UNECE Tina Hočevar Second Secretary 

Permanent Mission of 

Slovenia 

Josip Pervan 

International Trade 

and Development 

Consultant 

UNECE Tony Bonnici 
Oic, Cooperation and 

Partnerships Section 
UNECE 

Jovan Jevtic Student SPTMF Topo Aime Dobo Ceo CLDA 

Jovana Maleš Student 

Faculty of Tech-

nology and Met-

allurgy, Univer-

sity of Belgrade 

Upendra Weerathunga Senior Recp Expert NCPC Sri Lanka 

Julian Hilton Chairman Aleff Group Uwe Fortkamp Head Of Unit Naturvårdsverket 

Jyldyz Duishenova 

Chief Expert Of ThE 

Climate And Sus-

tainable Develop-

ment Department  

Ministry of Nat-

ural Resources,  

Environment and 

Technical Super-

vision of the 

Kyrgyz Republic 

Vanessa Behrens Project Manager Gii WIPO 

Kamola Khusnutdinova 
Economic Affairs 

Officer 
UNECE Vanja Novaković Student SPTMF 

Karin Badenhorst Founder 
Footsteps Foun-

dation 
Vesna Alivojvodic Lecturer 

The Academy of Ap-

plied Technical Stud-

ies Belgrade 

Katarina Dimic-Misic 
Postdoctoral Resera-

cher  

Aalto-yliopisto 

Kemian 

tekniikan 

korkeakoulu 

Victoria Ivanova 
Economic Affairs Of-

ficer 
UNECE 

Kien Nguyen Van Principal Researcher 
Plant Resources 

Center 
Vida Blagojevic Student Seminar odrzivi razvoj 

Kimberley Botwright 
Lead, Trade And In-

vestment  
WEF Vincent Charbonneaux Intern UNIDO 

Laiden Pedriña Adviser YAFE Virginia Cram-Martos Ceo Triangularity S.L. 

Lamin Dibba Financial Controller GAMUT Virginia Camacho Martín Tsup Tragsatec 

Lena Sheliagina 
Urban Nature Hub 

Leader 

Moscow Circu-

lar 
Visvanathan Subramaniam Research Assistant WTO 

Leonie Schweiger Fellow 
UNEP-DTU 

Partnership 
Vukic Jelica Student Russia 
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Linda Del Savio Fellow 
World Maritime 

University 
Yahya Sowe Regional Director 

African Youth Archi-

tects 

Liudmyla Deineko 

Head of The Indus-

trial Policies Depart-

ment 

Intsitute for Eco-

nomics and 

Forecasting of 

the National 

Academy of Sci-

ences of Ukraine 

Ylldise Brahimi Executive Director 

REGIONAL DEVE-

LOPMENT AGENCY 

- FOUNDATION 

Livnat Goldberg Waste MOEP 
Yuriy Aronskiy Chairman 

The Union of Econo-

mists 

Ljiljana Mojovic Full Professor 

University of 

Belgrade,  Fac-

ulty of Technol-

ogy and Metal-

lurgy Zarina Nigmatova National Coordinator 

GIZ 

Lorpu T.B. Quaqua 
Executive Director 

Assistant 

Society for the 

Conservation of 

Nature of Libe-

ria Janay Sagin Professor 

Nazarbayev University 

Lukas Von Schuckmann 
Sustainable Procure-

ment Consultant 
UNEP 

Zigmars Legzdins Senior Expert 

Ministry of Environ-

mental Protection and 

Regional Development 

of the Republic of Lat-

via 

M.Carmen GutiérrezI 
Chief of Circular 

Economy Unit 

Ministeri de 

Medi Ambient,  

Agricultura i 

Sostenibilitat. 

Govern d'An-

dorra Ryhor N/A Member of Board 

IPAE 

Madhavan Pallan Researcher In Ai UN Focus Group Mirjana Kostić Professor University of Belgrade 

Mads Frederiksen Director 
Arctic Economic 

Council Alina Steinborn Intern 

UNICEF 



 

 

 

 


