
Rome, 23 November 2021

UN Food Systems Summit: 
overview, key outcomes and next steps



https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/news/making-food-systems-work-people-planet-and-prosperity#:%7E:text=Statement-,Secretary%2DGeneral's%20Chair%20Summary%20and%20Statement%20of%20Action,the%20UN%20Food%20Systems%20Summit&text=Rich%20or%20poor%2C%20young%20or,market%20and%20to%20our%20homes


FSS basic facts 

• Part of the Decade of Action to achieve the SDGs by 2030

• Vision: empower all people to leverage the power of 

food systems to drive our recovery from the COVID-19 

pandemic and get us back on track to achieve all 17 

SDGs by 2030 

• Convened by UN SG - 23rd September 2021 as a starting 

point

• Expectations: Actionable commitments by Head of States 

and other constituency



Overall “portfolio of action” 



Action tracks and relevance for forests 

Over 2000 ideas, grouped in 5 Action Tracks:

1- Ensure access to safe and nutritious food for 

all​

2- Shift to sustainable consumption patterns​

3- Boost nature-positive production

4- Advance equitable livelihoods​

5- Build resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks and 

stress 

Protect

Protect natural ecosystems 
against new conversions for 
food and feed production.

Manage

Manage existing food 
production systems 
sustainably, to the benefit 
of both nature and people.

Restore and 
rehabilitate
Restore and rehabilitate 
degraded ecosystems and 
soil function for sustainable 
food production.



Outcomes 

• Created momentum and political attention on food systems, 

including on turning the tide on deforestation (51k people tuned in 

from 193 countries)

• Dialogue programmes / critical mass

• 11 Global dialogues, 1600 Member states & Independent 

dialogues – including “Halting deforestation: approaches and 

tools for forest-positive commodity value chains” 

• 107,000 total participants

• 200+ commitments from civil society, indigenous peoples, 

youth (link)

• High level statements to tackle global hunger, climate change 

and biodiversity loss: 165 Member states (including 78 Head 

https://bit.ly/ForestPosWeb-rec
https://foodsystems.community/commitment-registry/
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/news/nearly-300-commitments-civil-society-farmers-youth-and-indigenous-peoples-and


107 Member States have posted National 

Pathways on the Food Systems Summit 

Gateway. 

• Living documents that provide emerging 

national strategies for transformation of their 

food systems

• Key entry point to support countries 

enhancing production while managing forest-

agriculture trade-offs

Outcomes – National pathways

https://summitdialogues.org/overview/member-state-food-systems-summit-dialogues/convenors/


• Multi-stakeholder coalitions launched - Key role in fostering alignment and coherence, 

catalyzing collective action, mobilize energy and political will, transferring lessons, etc

• Special mention to:

Outcomes - Coalitions launched  

Key follow up and connection with FACT dialogue and Glasgow leaders’ 
declaration on forests and land use

https://foodsystems.community/halting-deforestation-conversion-from-agricultural-commodities-2/
https://www.factdialogue.org/
https://ukcop26.org/glasgow-leaders-declaration-on-forests-and-land-use/


• ‘Coordination Hub’ led by the Rome-based UN Agencies 

(hosted in FAO DG office, staffed by RBAs, UNDP, UNEP, 

WHO secondments);

• Further development and implementation of National 

Pathways; 

• Continued dialogues and Coalitions’ support work;

• Annual reporting: SG to HLPF; Resident Coordinators to 

SG;

• Impact evaluation in two years

What’s next?  



Within FAO:

• Strengthening the science-policy interface;

• More and better targeted and sustained investments;

• Targeted interventions on Research and 

Development;

• Reducing food loss & waste: including more efficient 

use of natural resources & reduced impact on 

environment;

What’s next?  

“Breaking the silos”: e.g. COFO-COAG common agenda item 
on “Agriculture, Food Systems and Deforestation.” 

https://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1440888/icode/
https://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1440888/icode/


Thank you
Rome, 23 November 2021
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