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SESSION 3: DATA GOVERNANCE AND STEWARDSHIP FROM 
A REGULATORY PERSPECTIVE 

SE S S I ON  CHA I R:  PET E R  ST R UI J S  
E URO ST AT  

Peter Struijs works at Eurostat in the unit responsible for methodology and innovation in 
official statistics. New data sources for official statistics is his main work area. Until recently, he 
worked for Statistics Netherlands and was the programme manager of the ESSnet Big Data, the 
research collaboration of 28 partners of the European Statistical System (ESS) that was created 
to prepare the ESS for the use of big data, mainly from private organisations, for official 
statistics.  

Peter has been engaged, in various roles, in the UN Global Working Group on Big Data for 
Official Statistics, in ESS groups that aim at obtaining access to privately held data for official 
statistics and in the management of the Center for Big Data Statistics of Statistics Netherlands.  

Before big data became prominent, Peter held the position of Head of Unit for process 
development and quality management at Statistics Netherlands. Earlier, he worked at Eurostat, 
the Statistical Office of the EU, as Head of Section for business registers. He started work in 
statistics as a methodologist, and he is an elected member of the International Statistical 
Institute. 

BAT D A VA A BAT M UNK H 
NAT ION AL ST AT IS TIC S  OFF ICE  O F  M ON GO LI A  

Mr. Batdavaa has been appointed as Chairman of the National 
Statistics Office of Mongolia in January 2021. Before his 
appointment, he served as the Director-General of Research 
and Statistics Department, Markets Department, and Balance 
of Payments Research and Statistics Division of the Bank of 
Mongolia. He earned his master’s degree in Banking and 
Finance from the Luxembourg School of Finance, University of 
Luxembourg, Luxembourg. He also has a bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration from Ming Chuan University, Taiwan, 
China. Mr. Batdavaa earned Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) 

Charterholder in Sep 2019. 
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JU LI E  GRE ENA L L-OT A  A ND  ME LI S S A GARE 
AU STR AL IA N B URE AU O F ST A TIS TI CS  

Melissa Gare, Director Policy and Legislation, supports the ABS to interpret and comply with 
Australian Bureau of Statistics Statistical Legislation and the Australian Privacy legislation, 
including the development of policies, processes and procedures for the agency.  Melissa has 
worked in a range of roles across the organisation including confidentiality and enhancing 
researcher access to data. 

Julie is the Principal Legal Officer at the Australian Bureau of Statistics. She has a passion for 
innovation and the opportunities that data and statistics provide to inform important decisions 
of governments, businesses, communities and individuals. Julie has previously worked as policy 
adviser and fintech lead at the Australian Treasury and as an international finance lawyer in 
London and Tokyo. She holds a Master of Laws and is a qualified lawyer in England and Wales, 
New York and New South Wales. 

BE VE RL EY  BRA YBR OO K  AN D JAC I NT A  PAR ANI HI  
ST ATI ST IC S  NE W ZE AL A ND  

Beverley Braybrook is a Principal Policy Advisor, Legislative Policy at Statistics New Zealand.  
She has led the policy work on the Data and Statistics Bill that will repeal and replace the 
Statistics Act 1975.  Beverley has a background in health, social and justice policy, with 
experience working on policy for Māori (indigenous people of NZ) and Pacific peoples. 

Jacinta Paranihi is a Senior Advisor, Data System Capability at Statistics New Zealand. She has 
a background in libraries and information management, cultural heritage advocacy, and 
indigenous rights and interests in data and digital domains. Jacinta identifies as Māori 
(indigenous people of NZ), and her tribal affiliations are Ngāti Porou (East Coast, North Island), 
Ngāti Tūwharetoa and Ngāti Raukawa (Central North Island). She developed Ngā Tikanga 
Paihere, a framework based on Māori concepts helping to guide ethical data use for the NZ 
official data system 

CRA I G  JON ES 
ST ATI ST IC S  NE W ZE AL A ND  

Craig Jones is the deputy Government Statistician of New Zealand. 

Craig started as Deputy Government Statistician with responsibility for Data System Leadership 
in May 2020. Prior to this role he was Deputy Secretary, Evidence, Data and Knowledge in the 
Ministry of Education since May 2016. Prior to joining the Ministry he spent 16 years in the 
New South Wales public service, holding leadership roles in Justice, Treasury and Education. 

Originally from Waihopai | Invercargill, he graduated from Otago University in 2000 and was 
later awarded a PhD in forensic psychology from the University of New South Wales. Craig 
proudly describes himself as a data nerd and all of his roles in government have involved a 
strong focus on how government can collect, manage and use data to make better decisions. 
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ST E FAA N VER HU LS T   
THE  G OVE RN ANCE  L AB ORA TOR Y A T NE W  YO R K UN IVE R SI TY   

Stefaan G. Verhulst is Co-Founder of the Governance Laboratory (The GovLab) at New York 
University (NYU), an action research center focused on improving decision making using 
advances in science and technology - including data and collective intelligence. One area of 
focus includes the use of data and policy to steer the adoption and use of technology toward 
the creation of good jobs. 

He is also, among other positions and affiliations, the Editor-in-Chief of Data & Policy, an open-
access journal by Cambridge University Press; the Research Director of the MacArthur 
Research Network on Opening Governance; Chair of the Data for Children Collaborative with 
Unicef; a member of the High-Level Expert Group to the European Commission on Business-
to-Government Data Sharing; and of the Expert Group to Eurostat on using private sector data 
for official statistics. 

In 2018 he was recognized as one of the 10 Most Influential Academics in Digital Government 
globally (as part of the Top 100 in Digital Government) by the global policy platform Apolitical. 

Before joining NYU full time, Verhulst spent more than a decade as Chief of Research for the 
Markle Foundation, where he continues to serve as Senior Advisor. Previously at Oxford 
University, he was the UNESCO Chairholder in Communications Law and Policy and co-founded 
and was the Head of the Program in Comparative Media Law and Policy at the Center for Socio-
Legal Studies. He was the Socio-Legal Fellow at Wolfson College, and is still an emeritus fellow 
at Oxford. He also taught for several years at the London School of Economics and was Founder 
and Co-Director of the International Media and Info-Comms Policy and Law Studies (IMPS) at 
the University of Glasgow School of Law. 

He has published widely - including seven books- and his writings and work have appeared in 
the Harvard Business Review, Stanford Social Innovation Review, Project Syndicate, Wall Street 
Journal, The Conversation, and Open Democracy (among other outlets). He is asked regularly 
to present at international conferences including TED, Collision, and the UN World Data Forum. 
Numerous organizations have sought his counsel - including the World Bank; IDB, USAID, DFID, 
IDRC, AFP, the European Commission, Council of Europe, the World Economic Forum, UNICEF, 
OECD, Un-OCHA, UNDP, and several other international and national bodies. 

JOS E  AN T O NI O ME JI A  GUE RR A  
INTE R- AM E RI CAN DE VE LOPM E N T B AN K  

José Antonio Mejía Guerra works as Modernization of the State Lead Specialist at the Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB), where he specializes in strengthening of statistical capacity. 
He holds a master´s degree in Public Policy form Georgetown University and a master´s degree 
in Economics from George Washington University. He served as Vice president of the first 
Governing Board of Mexico´s National Statistics and Geography Institute (INEGI) between2008 
and 2012. Before that he worked at the IDB where he coordinated the MECOVI Program. 
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MA RI A  ROS A COD UT I  
E URO PE AN C OM M I SS IO N’S  DIRE CT ORA TE -GE NE RAL FOR C OM M UNIC AT I ONS NE T W OR KS ,  
CONTE N T AN D TE CHN O LOG Y ( DG CNE C T)  

Maria Rosaria Coduti has been working as policy officer at the data policy and innovation unit 
of DG CNECT, European Commission, since October 2018. Before that, she worked on 
international affairs at the Turkey division of the European External Action Service and at the 
Stockholm China Centre of the Institute for Security and Development Policy. She holds a MA 
in international relations from the University of Bologna and she was a postgraduate 
researcher at the School of East Asian Studies of the University of Sheffield. 

 

 

See the meeting programme and other documents at the meeting website. 

 

 

https://unece.org/info/events/event/355411
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