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SDG GOAL 2, TARGET 2.a & INDICATOR 2.a.1

Indicator 2.a.1 monitors progress in achieving Target 2.a

Indicator 2.a.1:  The Agriculture Orientation Index 
(AOI) for Government Expenditures:

• refers to domestic public flows to agriculture 
• compares government’s relative contribution to the 

agricultural sector compared to the sector’s contribution to 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).



INDICATOR 2.A.1 – AOI FORMULA

𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨 =
𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨 𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨 𝒐𝒐𝒐𝒐 𝑮𝑮𝒐𝒐𝑮𝑮𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑨𝑨𝑮𝑮𝑨𝑨 𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑨𝑨𝑮𝑮𝑬𝑬𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑬𝑬

𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨 𝑮𝑮𝑺𝑺𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨 𝑺𝑺𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑨𝑨𝑬𝑬 𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨 𝒐𝒐𝒐𝒐 𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑮

Where: 

𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨 𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨 𝒐𝒐𝒐𝒐 𝑮𝑮𝒐𝒐𝑮𝑮𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑨𝑨𝑮𝑮𝑨𝑨 𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑨𝑨𝑮𝑮𝑬𝑬𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨 =

=
𝑮𝑮𝒐𝒐𝑮𝑮𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑨𝑨𝑮𝑮𝑨𝑨 𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑨𝑨𝑮𝑮𝑬𝑬𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨 𝒐𝒐𝑮𝑮 𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨

𝑻𝑻𝒐𝒐𝑨𝑨𝑺𝑺𝑨𝑨 𝑮𝑮𝒐𝒐𝑮𝑮𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑨𝑨𝑮𝑮𝑨𝑨 𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑨𝑨𝑮𝑮𝑬𝑬𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨 ∗ 𝟏𝟏𝟏𝟏𝟏𝟏

Agriculture refers to IMF GFS COFOG category 042 (agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting); and

𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨 𝑮𝑮𝑺𝑺𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨 𝑺𝑺𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑨𝑨𝑬𝑬 𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑺𝑨𝑨𝑨𝑨 𝒐𝒐𝒐𝒐 𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑮 =

=
𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀 𝐯𝐯𝐯𝐯𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀 𝑺𝑺𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑬𝑨𝑨𝑬𝑬

𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑮𝑮 ∗ 𝟏𝟏𝟏𝟏𝟏𝟏



SDG GOAL 2, TARGET 2.a & INDICATOR 2.a.1

Indicator 2.a.1:  is considered a Tier 1 Indicator 
- conceptually clear
- has an internationally established methodology and 

standards are available
- data are regularly produced by countries for at least 

50 per cent of countries in every region



FAO - GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE ON AGRICULTURE
(GEA) QUESTIONNAIRE

• Developed in collaboration 
with IMF;

• Aligns with Table 7 of the IMF 
GFS Questionnaire  –
“Expenditure by Function of 
Government (COFOG)” 

• Seeks more details on 
Agriculture sector, plus 
recurrent/capital breakdown

FAO GEA 
Questionnaire

IMF GFS 
Questionnaire



The FAO GEA and IMF GFS Questionnaires

• FAO GEA 
Questionnaire 
replicates relevant 
aggregates of Table 
7 of IMF GFS 
Questionnaire

• GEA requests 
additional detail
related to 
agriculture and 
environmental 
protection sectors.

Table A of GEA questionnaireTable 7 of GFS questionnaire



FAO-GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE ON AGRICULTURE (GEA) -
COFOG



REPORTING BY UNECE COUNTRIES

GFS reporting to the IMF and GEAQ to the FAO by UNECE 
countries is relatively comprehensive 

• FAO conducts benchmarking exercise comparing 
government expenditure on agriculture in the IMF and FAO 
databases to identify non-reporting countries

• Few UNECE countries (Andorra, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, North Macedonia, Tajikistan and 
Turkmenistan) have not yet reported (or only irregularly 
report) through GEAQ or GFS



REPORTING BY UNECE COUNTRIES



DEVELOPING A MORE GRANULAR DATA SERIES

2019

2013



AOI OUTCOMES IN UNECE COUNTRIES
• AOI for advanced 

economies is generally 
higher but has declined in 
comparison to emerging 
market and developing 
countries. 

• In emerging and developing 
UNECE countries the trends 
have been steadier, and there 
has been a slight rise in the 
AOI since 2010 

• Emerging and developing 
UNECE countries spend a 
much higher proportion of 
their budgets on agriculture



QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
• Future focus should be on optimizing the use of available CD resources by tailoring them to 

countries’ specific circumstances. Do participants see the need for a general (virtual) 
UNECE workshop on the status of the SDGs for which FAO is the Custodian Agency?

• There is also scope for reducing the reporting burden. For many countries this could be 
addressed by adopting the Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange (SDMX) Data Structure 
Definitions under Domain 2: Economic statistics for Domain 2.5 Government finance to the 
GEAQ, fiscal and public sector statistics. Do participants support – and are there UNECE 
countries willing to pilot – SDMX data transmission of the disaggregated data included in the 
FAO GEAQ?

• FAO would welcome the opportunity to participate in UNECE’s formal platforms of 
cooperation where relevant for SDG Indicator 2a.1. Are there UNECE member countries that 
would like to engage with FAO to develop (or further develop) GEAQ reporting capacity?



Contact us at: Gary.Jones@fao.org and  Atang.Moletsane@fao.org

mailto:Gary.Jones@fao.org
mailto:Atang.Moletsane@fao.org
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