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Executive summary

National Policy Dialogues (NPD) antegrated water resources managemamdwater
supply and sanitatiois the main operational instrument of the Europdaion Water
Initiative (EUWI). This initiative, including itsemponent for the countries in Eastern
Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA)avaghed at the Johannesburg World
Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002. UNECE reguested to act as strategic
partner to support the policy dialogue processntegrated water resources management,
whereas OECD was requested to do so for waterpaipl sanitation issues.

Since 2006, UNECE has been carrying out Nationhty®ialogues in four countries:
Armenia, Kyrgyzstan, the Republic of Moldova andréalke. In 2010, NPDs will start in
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan arabékistan.

Since 2009, the NPD IWRM activities were implemeny UNECE under the OECD-
UNECE Contribution Agreement of 31 July 2009 on Waional Policy Dialogue Process on
IWRM in EECCA, the agreement covers the period@2- 2012.

The focus of the UNECE-supported policy dialoguerisassistance to strengthen integrated
water resources management in line with the priesipf the UNECE Water Convention, the
Protocol on Water and Health, the EU Water Fram&vdrective and other UNECE and
European Union instruments.

Policy dialogues are based on extensive consulitatiath all relevant ministries, agencies
and institutions (including science and academia)-governmental organizations,
parliamentary bodies and other international orzgtions. Their main outcome are so-called
“policy packages”, which include legislative adBategies, ministerial orders, and plans of
implementation.

Progress on national policy dialogues on IWRM i02bas essentially proceeded according
to plans as stated in the Agreement with a slighdydof activities, particularly those related
to the start of new policy dialogues. The delayl lvé made up in the course of 2010.

At their Fifth Session (10-12 November 2009), tleties to the Water Convention
recognized that the National Policy Dialogues gideled value to the Convention’s ongoing
activities on IWRM. They also acknowledged the ERGfOuntries’ strong commitment and
ownership, which is shown in the participation @hslevel officials from different sectors in
the NPD process, acknowledged the UNECE secrésamaportant responsibility in
providing key services to its partners in EECCArdoes, and mandated it to continue its
role as the key strategic partner of the NPD proae&ECCA countries at least until 2012.
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Introduction and summary of activities in 2009

National Policy Dialogues (NPD) antegrated water resources managem@wRM) and
water supply and sanitatiofWWSS) is the main operational instrument of theojgaan Union
Water Initiative (EUWI). This initiative, includings component for the countries in Eastern
Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA)awaghed at the Johannesburg World
Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002. UNECE reguested to act as strategic
partner to support the policy dialogue processntegrated water resources management,
whereas OECD was requested to do so for water gapypl sanitation issues.

Since 2006, UNECE has been carrying out Nationaty®ialogues in Armenia,
Kyrgyzstan, the Republic of Moldova and Ukrainesgé activities were implemented under
grant agreements between the European CommisstbdECE that covered the period
November 2006 - October 2008.

Since 2009, the NPD IWRM activities were implemeny UNECE under the OECD-
UNECE Contribution Agreement on the National Poliglogue Process on IWRM in
EECCA, the agreement covers the period of 2009220

Progress on national policy dialogues on IWRMs essentially proceeded according to
plans as outlined in the OECD — UNECE agreemerit avislight delay of activities due to

the late signature of the Contribution Agreerfefis a consequence, the final versions of the
policy packages foreseen for Moldova and Ukraimessitl to be approved in 2010 and fact-
finding missions to Georgia, Azerbaijan, Turkmesisaind Tajikistan had to be shifted into
2010. A dialogue meeting in Moldova, planned focBraber 2009, took place on 20 January
2010, due to the political situation in the courtigfore the new Government was set in place
this October. It is expected that delays incurnedeu the policy dialogue process in 2009

will be caught-up in the course of 2010.

With exception of the dialogue on IWRM in the Relibf Moldova, which is scheduled to
be phased-out under the grant, the policy dialogu#ésmenia, Kyrgyzstan and Ukraine will
continue in 2010. New requests for NPDs have beesived formally from Georgia
(IWRM) and Azerbaijan (IWRM and WSS); starting tEDs is being discussed with
governments of Uzbekistan (IWRM and WSS), TajikistBVRM) and Turkmenistan
(IWRM).

At their Fifth Session (10-12 November 2009), tlagtiés to the Water Convention
recognized that the NPDs give added value to thev@ation’s ongoing activities on IWRM.
They also acknowledged the EECCA countries’ stromgmitment and ownership, which is

! For details on the NPD IWRM project, see
www.unece.org/env/documents/2009/wat/mp_wat/ECE WHPL_2009_6_e.pd{English) and
www.unece.org/env/documents/2009/wat/mp_wat/ECE WHPL_2009 6_r.pd{Russian)

2 The agreement for the project that started omiiaky 2009 has been signed on 31 July 2009
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shown in the participation of high-level officidl®m different sectors in the NPD process,
acknowledged the UNECE secretariat’'s importantaasibility in providing key services to
its partners in EECCA countries, and mandated ¢otttinue its role as the key strategic
partner of the NPD process in EECCA countries adtlentil 2012. The corresponding work
programme has been agreed both by the Meetinged®dinties and by the EUWI EECCA
Working Group at its 183 meeting in Bucharest (24-25 November 2009). Théid2ato the
UNECE Water Convention (see Annex |) and the Burahe Water Convention positively
assessed the quality of inputs of UNECE.

Summary of activities under NPD IWRM in 2009 isg®eted in Table 1 below.

Table 1. Support for EUWI national policy dialogueson integrated water resources
management

Meetings and documents planned and realized uhderational policy dialogues o
integrated water resources management

=]

Country Planned | Actual | Planned Outputs/documents 2009 - 2010
2009 2009 2010
Armenia 3 2 2 1 policy document

Action plan on improving health in
Armenia through target setting to
ensure sustainable water management,
access to safe water and adequate
sanitation - Annex IV in a separate fil

4%

Kyrgyzstan | 4 4 2 2 policy documents

Action plan to achieve the water-related
Millennium Development Goals: setting
targets and target dates under the
Protocol on Water and Health —
Annex V in a separate file

Ministerial Order to establish a River
Basin Council for the Chu basin —
Annex VI in a separate file
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Meetings and documents planned and realized uhderational policy dialogues o
integrated water resources management

Country Planned | Actual | Planned Outputs/documents 2009 - 2010
2009 2009 2010

Republic of | 3 3 1 A draft policy document is under

Moldova preparatiof

Ukraine 4 3 2 2 draft policy documents

Draft evidence base on climate change and
water in the Dniester bas{draft
preliminary version attached)

Draft implementation plan based on the
relevant UNECE Guidelines on adaptatio
to climate change in water management
(preliminary version attached)

>

Preparatory

activities in 4 0 4 Draft policy documents will be developed
Azerbaijan, during 2010 - 2012

Georgia,

Tajikistan and
Turkmenistan

% A draft implementation plan is being drawn up thithe assistance of the Tacis projects on thekBa&a and
Water Governance in the Western EECCA countriesthe Governmental Order on wastewater discharges
from municipal sources
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I. Overview of the project implementation in 2009 -all countries

A. Context of the project

The Contribution Agreement lays down specific task€)NECE as key strategic partner of
the EECCA countries. The following is based on thgks described in the annex to the

Agreement.

B. Activities carried out during the reporting period

The Terms of References (annex to the Partnergingement between the OECD and
UNECE) stipulateinter alia, the following activities of UNECE as a key stgitepartner:

Achievements based on the indicators of the Cartidh Agreement

Terms of reference/
Activity indicator

Outputs/documents

Organization in each
country covers regular
meetings with policy-
makers

Meetings under the policy dialogue process have bagied out in Armenia,
Kyrgyzstan, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraineg(ffee countries’ chapters
below). The meetings included consultations wittkeholders as well as official
Steering Committee meetings with policy-makers (stiy of Environment, State
Committee for Water Management and other relevanisiries/governmental
agencies) and major stakeholders (e.g. NGOs, AcadéiBcience, private sector
representatives).

Meeting logistics for official meetings in Armenidyrgyzstan and Ukraine have
been provided by non-profit organizations (Envir@emtal Impact Monitoring Centr
of Armenia, Institute Vodavtomatika in Kyrgyzstamd NGO MAMA-86 in
Ukraine) on the basis of grant agreements.

In addition to the above, a Roundtable on the natipolicy dialogue process was
held on the occasion of th& Session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Water
Convention during which the chairpersons of théonal Steering Committees or

their representatives (as well as UNECE, OECD, B€the Romanian Chair of the
EUWI EECCA WG) shared their experience with othaurtries and organizations

1Y

Participation of
UNECE and
facilitation of
discussions during
those meetings

One or more representatives of UNECE participatetié meetings, assisted the
chairpersons and serviced the meetings.

1C
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Managing and
ensuring the quality of
analytical inputs that
are being prepared by
local consultants and
foreign experts to
support the dialogue

UNECE as key strategic partner ensured a hightgualianalytical inputs for the
meetings on the basis of contributions by localsodtants, national
ministries/agencies, and a representative of Madfor Kyrgyzstan) as well as
representatives of WHO/EURO (for Armenia and Kyigign).

Preparation of
Roadmaps;
issues/discussion
papers, presentations
or support for
preparation by other

Work plans that were part of the Roadmaps (Roadnmghsded agreed objectives,
schedules and distribution of tasks), have beeerldped and updated for Armenia,
Kyrgyzstan and Ukraine; these were approved bysteering Committees.

Issue and discussion papers for Steering Comnitesgtings were prepared by
UNECE and or by local consultants and country esper

Reporting on progress
of national policy
dialogues during
relevant international
meetings (annual
meeting of the EUWI
EECCA WG, annual
meetings under the
UNECE Water
Conventiofl and its
Protocol on Water ang
Healtl?

The reporting included:

- Activity report 2008/2009 under the EUWI, peECCA/IWRM, submitted
through OECD to the EC

- Activity report for the 2009 meeting of the EWBECCA Working Group
(Bucharest, November 2009) including the draft waldn for 2010

- Meeting document for thé"Session of the meeting of the Parties on theme
“European Union Water Initiative and National Pygl@ialogues”

- Meeting document for the annual meeting of tbaw@ntion’s Working Group on
Integrated water Resources Management on the tHeanepean Union Water
Initiative and National Policy Dialogues”

- Working papers for the 2009 meetings of the Burafsthe Water Convention

- Working paper for the 2009 meeting of the Work@igoup on Water and Health,
established under the Protocol on Water and Health

- Briefing notes for the UNECE Executive Secrgfiar his missions to Central
Asia and other countries

Note should be taken of the fact that UNECE orgehiduring the % session of the
Meeting of the Parties a special session on th&\Etér Initiative (for the outcome
see annex I)

* See annexes | and Il with excerpts from the mgetin
® See annex IIl with excerpts from the meeting

11
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In addition to inputs for the web site (providedoiingh OECD), leaflets were
prepared (also distributed at the RGmmeeting) on the policy dialogue process in
Kyrgyzstan (ongoing) as well as Tajikistan and Toekistan (planned).

Providing input to
communications
papers and to the
EUWI-EECCA web
site

C. Difficulties encountered and measures taken tovercome problems

Difficulties encountered

Difficulties encountered in project implementatiware due to three circumstances, which
were beyond the control of the programme managtollasvs:

* A substantial delay in the drawing up of the masdyof the Contribution Agreement
and the late signature of the Agreement on 31 2009;

» The transfer of funds by OECD to UNECE after thgnature of the Agreement, done
on 19 August 2009;

« The decision of the UNECE — based on the hiringetifed staff — to discontinue Mr.
Enderlein’s contract effective 1 January 2010; tiedneed to appoint as soon as
possible a successor to guarantee a smooth cotiinwd project activities.

The above had implications on the substantive ek UNECE was expected to undertake
in the course of 2009 as well as implications anubke of the available financial resources.

The programme manager of OECD and UNECE, in coaisoit with the Chair of the EUWI
EECCA Working Group and the European Commissioue fzagreed on measures to make
up the delay in carrying out some activities foegstor 2009 (which was laid down in the
draft work plan for 2010, approved at the meetihthe EUWI EECCA Working Group,
Bucharest, 24-25 November 2009). Moreover, inteletf the programme manager to
OECD of 18 November 2009, OECD’s consent on an dextnse of the budget was also
sought.

Measures taken to overcome problems

For the period from January to August 2009, in ptdecarry activities related to the
Contribution Agreement, UNECE had to take extrair@d/ measures to continue, as far as
possible, the dialogue process. This included ¢gineeanent of Francesca Bernardini,
Secretary to the Meeting of the Parties to the Wa@nvention, to exceptionally advance

® Third EU-Central Asia High-level Conference “Paath for environment and water cooperation”, Romé, 5
November 2009

12
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voluntary un-earmarked contributions of other dsmam a monthly/two-monthly basis from
the Water Convention’s trust fund in order to meewI project expenses, i.e. staff costs,
travel of staff and preparations for high-levelé8bleg Committee meetings, pending receipt
of funds from OECD. Without this arrangement, UNE®&uld have been unable to
implement most of the envisaged activities as reylan the following chapters.

Taking into account the above, adjustments to budgee made and OECD was informed as
follows: “The deviation in the cost category “Hum@sources” is to some extent due to an
increase in [Mr. Enderlein’s] salary but mainly doghe unbudgeted staff costs of Ms.
Gulnara Roll, who took up her work on the projectoNovember 2009 in order to allow a
proper hand-over of the process by working arowalrhonths closely with [Mr. Enderlein]

in order to become familiar with the dialogue pscerhe deviation in the cost category
“Travel and subsistence” is due to the fact thsd Imissions were carried out (in particular
the shift of the pre-missions to Azerbaijan, Geardiajikistan and Turkmenistan from 2009
to 2010), and the deviation in the cost categorth&®costs and services” is due to the shift
of money to the “Human resources” category”.

In the same letter to OECD, the programme manag®essed its hope “that the changes in
the budget and the explanations given in thisrettk meet with [OECD’s] understanding
and consent, and that OECD appreciates the medalsrsby the UNECE and in particular
the Secretariat of the Water Convention to make that the dialogue process was not
interrupted in spite of the absence of fundingaionost 8 months. UNECE as well as OECD
have faced an extra-ordinary situation in 2009,tbuty mind we have coped well and we
are well positioned to continue our joint efforteder the EUWI in 2010-2012".

D. Changes introduced in implementation

The changes introduced in project implementatienexiplained in the following chapters.

E. Use of funds

The use of funds provided under the Contributiome&gnent for the period 1 January — 31
December 2009 is reported in a separate documbeselfigures are preliminary estimates
as of 31 December 2009 and are not certffied.

F. Work plan for 2010 including objectives and indcators of achievement

Please find the 2010 work plan as a separate dodume

" The certified financial report for the above pdris due on 30 April 2010.

13
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[I. National Policy Dialogue on IWRM in Armenia

A. Context of the project

The policy dialogue process in Armenia is carriatisince 2006. The Steering Committee
involves, apart from national stakeholders, repregaves of UNDP, USAID and the
EU/TACIS water governance project for Western EECTHRus, the Steering Committee
helps to coordinate national water managementiaetiwvith inputs by various organizations
and assistance programmes. The development ofygadickages also benefits from the
involvement of these organizations and programmes.

The policy packages adopted in the course of thieypdialogue process dealt with the
implementation of principles of the Water Framewbikective by Armenian authorities and
other stakeholders and its application in a pibib — the Mamarik river basin. The dialogue
process also looked at issues, stipulated by thECEWater Convention and its Protocol on
Water and Health. An agreement between the Freasim lauthority Artois-Picardie and the
Armenian Agency for Water Management, which origgasfrom the policy dialogue
process, was prepared in 2008 and signed in e@@d9.2

For 2009, the Contribution Agreement has set cafdHowing tasks:

Continuation of the policy dialogue process, whstdrted in 2006, as agreed upon by the
national Steering Committee and laid down in thepestive Roadmap. The main aim for
2009 is to finalize/implement policy packages wisishe country in the implementation
of principles of the Water Framework Directive ipiot river basin (Marmarik basin).

» 3 dialogues meetings

* 2 policy documents

B. Activities carried out during the reporting period

As planned, the dialogue process has led to oneypbcument, formally adopted at the
Steering Committee meeting on 9 December 2009, whiovides ways and means of
implementing the Protocol on Water and Health, muode specifically its article 6 regarding
the setting of targets and target dates to actsestinable water management, safe drinking
water and adequate sanitation. Under the guidaho®&&CE, WHO/EURO and the WHO
country office, this document was mainly drawn ypépresentatives of the Agency for
Water Management, the Agency for Water Systemsaviinestry of Health, and the NGO
Armenian Women for Health and Healthy Environment.

14
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Table 2. Achievements in Armenia based on the atdis of the Contribution Agreemer

—

NPD meetings in 2009 Outputs/documents
Planned Actual Planned Actual
3 2 2 1 policy document

Action plan on improving health in Armenia throutginget
setting to ensure sustainable water managememssta

safe water and adequate sanitation Annex IV irparsge

file

A preliminary version of this policy document wassmitted by Armenia on 1 July 2009 to
the second meeting of the Ad Hoc Project Facibtatlechanisms (AHPFM), established by
the Parties to the Protocol on Water in order tivigle access to sources of finance for water-
and-health related activities (see annex ).

The UNECE secretariat has approached Finland Wwéhidquest to consider financing the
drawing up of the action plan under the forthcomiGgnish Wider Europe Initiative”; in
autumn 2009, Finland informed the secretariat alisueadiness to financially support this
activity.

C. Difficulties encountered and measures taken tovercome problems

The start of work on the second policy documenbw nalled “Policy brief on IWRM and
the implementation of the Water Framework Directimeler the National Policy Dialogue
Process in Armenia” - was postponed to early 2630JNECE was unable to conclude
consultancy contracts not having resources foresadar the Contribution Agreement at its
disposal (see Chapter I).

As of 31 December 2009, a consultancy contract isifinal stage of preparation so that at
the next meeting of the Steering Committee (Sp2@10) a preliminary version of the
“policy brief” would be available for examination.

D. Changes introduced in implementation

Apart from the measures taken above, no other @sawgre introduced.

It should be noted that OECD in consultation witiEECE would commence in 2010 with a
new activity related to financing water managenaivities. Thus, the Steering Committee

will likely examine: (a) progress under the poltmyef on IWRM; and (b) progress on
financing water management.

15
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[1l. National Policy Dialogue on IWRM in Kyrgyzstan

A. Context of the project

The policy dialogue process in Kyrgyzstan startechid-2008; so far, three Steering
Committee meeting were held in October 2008, J@®® 2nd October 2009.

The “Common Understanding” on the NPD process 2Z80Bt sets out the major NPD-
IWRM activities and stipulates that the Steeringrn@attee will also coordinate to the extent
possible existing and forthcoming assistance progras in the field of IWRM, including
those carried out under the auspices of UNECE, UNB¥®World Bank, the EU/TACIS
Water Governance project for Central Asia (Kyrgpmponent) and projects by Germany
(GTZ) and Switzerland.

For 2009, the Contribution Agreement has set cafdHowing tasks:

Continuation of the policy dialogue process, whstdrted in mid-2008, as agreed
upon by the national Steering Committee and laro the respective Roadmap.
The main aim for 2009 is to finalize/implement pplackages to strengthen the
institutional framework, specifically to preparestiground for the setting up of a
River Basin Council for the Chu basin. The drawimpgof a plan on sustainable water
management, safe drinking water and sanitatiomiedeen to start in early 2009.

* 4 dialogue meetings
« 2 policy documents

B. Activities carried out during the reporting period

As planned, the dialogue process has led to twicypdbcuments adopted at the Steering
Committee meetings in 2009 (see table below).

CAREC, the joint Kazakh-Kyrgyz Commission on theu@nd Talas, the World Bank
(through the company SMEC carrying out activitiesnater management under the
respective World Bank project) and Moldova providegertise for the drawing up of the
first policy document. The (former) Ministry for Agulture, Water Management and
Processing Industries, the Ministry of Health, mteinational NGO (Women in Europe for a
Common Future) and a number of national NGOs werelved in the preparation of the
second policy document, prepared under the guidahd®&ECE and WHO/EURO.

16
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Table 3. Achievements in Kyrgyzstan based on tdeators of the Agreement

NPD meetings in 2009 Outputs/documents
Planned Actual Planned Actual
4 4 2 2 policy documents

Ministerial Order to establish a River Basin Colifmi the
Chu basin - Annex V in a separate file

Action plan to achieve the water-related Millennium
Development Goals: setting targets and target detdsr
the Protocol on Water and Healthnnex VI in a separate
file

C. Difficulties encountered and measures taken tovercome problems

The work under the policy dialogue process proceedeplanned.

D. Changes introduced in implementation

With the reform of the Government that took effafter the third Steering Committee
meeting in October 2009, the newly established 8tiyiof Natural Resources will become
the main partner of UNECE in the dialogue procas?il0 and thereafter. The necessary
adaptations to the “Common Understanding” will bede in early 2010.

17
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IV. National Policy Dialogue on IWRM in Moldova

A. Context of the project

In the course of the policy dialogue process, wisiented in 2006, three policy packages
were adopted: (a) a Governmental Regulation onemaser discharges from municipal
wastewater treatment plants; (b) a draft OrdehefAgency Apele Moldovei on the
establishment of river basin management authouwtigsriver basin councils; and (c) an
Action plan on setting targets and target datesustainable water management, safe
drinking water and adequate sanitation to compth wie provisions of article 6 of the
Protocol on Water and Health”. The implementatibthe latter started in August 2009 with
financial assistance of Switzerland under an agezginetween the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation and UNECE.

For 2009, the Contribution Agreement has set aufalowing tasks:

Finalization of the policy dialogue process, whathrted in 2006, as agreed upon by
the national Steering Committee and laid down enréspective Roadmap. The main
aim for 2009 is to finalize the remaining policyckage, i.e. the plan of
implementation of the recently adopted Governmegiiliation on wastewater
discharges from municipal sources.

» 3 dialogue meetings

e 1 policy document
B. Activities carried out during the reporting period

Under the guidance of UNECE, the draft policy doeabton the work of river basin councils
from October 2008 has been updated — as planmeéarfy 2009 in order to take into
account further inputs by Steering Committee mesbsrforeseen. In March 2009, it was
submitted by the lead agency, Apele Moldovei, maernmental consultation process;
regretfully work discontinued due to the reasonggiin section C.

Work on the implementation plan for the wastewaggulation started in early 2009 with the

assistance of the two EU/TACIS programmes on tlelBSea and on water governance in
Western EECCA; regretfully, work discontinued dadhe reasons given in section C.
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Table 4. Achievements in Moldova based on the atdis of the Contribution Agreement

NPD meetings in 2009 Outputs/documents
Planned Actual Planned Actual
3 3 1 No draft policy document available yet

C. Difficulties encountered and measures taken tovercome problems

As stated in section B, the draft policy packagehenwork of river basin councils from
October 2008 has been updated in early 2009 andwasitted by the lead agency, Apele
Moldovei, to a governmental consultation processe B the reform of the Government after
the election in spring 2009, the relevant ministaad governmental agencies were unable to
submit officially their observations. In autumnetprocess was further delayed, as the former
Agency Apele Moldovei became part of the newly lelished Ministry of Environmertt.

Due to the reform of the Government, a similar ge&ecurred in the drafting process of the
implementation plan of the wastewater regulatioasjiite the strong commitment and will of
the Ministry of Environment to continue with thealtigue process — expressed by the
Minister for Environment at the"Ssession of the Meeting of the Parties to the Water
Convention in November 2009 — it was unlikely tpest that the policy documents would
be adopted by the Steering Committee at the eRO@S.

In order to assist Moldova to overcome the aboweblpms with the finalization of the policy
document, a series of consultations with the Migief Environment started in mid-
December and continued in January 2010 under tireecaimentioned project on setting
targets and target dates on sustainable water rearead, safe drinking water and adequate
sanitation, financed by Switzerland. The lattenégt to be finalized by autumn 2010,
includes in depth considerations of financial cousnces of upgrading wastewater treatment
installations and would therefore be of value far tirawing up of the implementation plan

for the wastewater regulation.

D. Changes introduced in implementation

Shift of the final 8' meeting of the Steering Committee from 2009 to®201

8 According to oral information by staff of the Matiy of Environment on 20 January 2010, the speoiiw
terms of reference of Apele Moldovei were still specified and most of the senior managers wdtesti
appointed.
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V. National Policy Dialogue on IWRM in Ukraine

A. Context of the project

The NPD process started in 2008 with Steering Cdtamimeetings, which were jointly
organized by UNECE, the Ukrainian State Committé/Nater Management, and OSCE (in
2008), respectively the NGO MAMA-86 (in 2009).

A “Common Understanding” which sets out the maj®INIWRM activities until 2010
includes the development of policy packages reltiertlaptation to climate change in water
management, including flood management. A firsigygbackage, approved by the SG in
2008, was a plan to achieve sustainable water neamagt, safe drinking water and adequate
sanitation. The implementation of the latter sthrteJune 2009 with financial support by
Norway and in-kind contributions by Israel. Moreouhe dialogue process was at the root of
a Partnership agreement between the Ukrainian Statanittee for Water Management and
the Office International de I'Eau (France) on IWRddues.

For 2009, the Contribution Agreement has set cafdHowing tasks:

Continuation of the policy dialogue process, whstdrted in late 2007, as agreed upon
by the national Steering Committee and laid dowtherespective Roadmap. The main
aim for 2009 is to finalize/implement policy packagelated to climate change
adaptation in water management as well as sustdntiod management, based on
Directive 2007/EC of 23 October 2007.

* 4 dialogue meetings
« 2 policy documents

B. Activities carried out during the reporting period

In the preparatory process for the third Steeringh@ittee meeting in October 2009, a draft
evidence base was drawn up to help to assess $kéf@impact of climate change on water
management in the transboundary basin of the Dari€sver. Moreover, work started on a
draft implementation plan based on the relevant OEEuidelines on adaptation to climate
change in water management. These activities rehetthe input by the Academy of
Sciences of Ukraine.

Both draft policy documents were examined at tlee&tg Committee meeting, which

encouraged the representatives of the State Watantitee to explore, together with
Moldova, the opportunities of joint activities inet Dniester basin.
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Table 5. Achievements in Ukraine based on the &idrs of the Contribution Agreemen

NPD meetings in 2009 Outputs/documents
Planned Actual Planned Actual
4 3 2 2 draft policy documents

Draft evidence base on climate change and watkiein
Dniester basin — Annex VIl in a separate file

Draft implementation plan based on the relevant CHE
Guidelines on adaptation to climate change in water
management - Annex VIl in a separate file

C. Difficulties encountered and measures taken tovercome problems

Following an exchange of letters between the Mipisef Environmental Protection, UNECE,
OECD, the European Commission and others (see AiX)ermeasures have been taken (just
prior to the third Steering Committee meeting eh@ctober 2009) by the said ministry for

its better involvement in the dialogue processhigdhe State Water Committee. Note should
be taken of the fact that due to reform of the Btiyi of Environmental Protection in late

2008 and early 20009, its former staff involvedhe tialogue process has left the ministry
and that the ministry was not in a position uraiel 2009 to designate its new members in the
Steering Committee. On the occasion of tHes&ssion of the Meeting of the Parties, the
representative of Ukraine assured the other Pakieat Ukraine’s commitment to the
dialogue process.

D. Changes introduced in implementation

Given the outcome of the Fifth Session of the Megtf the Parties to the Water
Convention, with all likelihood a joint Moldovan-iinian project on adaptation of water
management in the Dniester basin will commencdit02vith the financial support of one
of the Parties to the Convention. The work plathefSteering Committee for 2010 will be
adapted accordingly, given progress in the deveéoyraf a project document.

21



EU WATER INITIATIVE

VI. National Policy Dialogue on IWRM in other EECCA countries

A. Context of the project

For Azerbaijan, Georgia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistdrg Contribution Agreement has set out
the following tasks:

In the second half of 2009, preparatory missiomee(per country) in order to: (a) define
with the countries the overall and specific objees of the National Policy Dialogue
process; (b) guide the countries in the drawingaip “Common Understanding on a
National Policy Dialogue on water-related issuesind (c) make preparations for the
establishment of a high-level Steering Group widipresentatives of relevant major
groups to be involved in the NPD process, includiagresentatives of national/local
governmental authorities and NGOs. The preparaftrase will continue until early
2010, which will focus on the preparation of theaBmap (with agreed objectives,
schedules and distribution of tasks); thereaftee iimplementation phase will start,
including the preparation of policy packages.

» 4 preparatory meetings (one per country)

» 4 preliminary draft documents (one per countryg, draft “Common
Understanding”)

B. Activities carried out during the reporting period

Azerbaijan

A preparatory mission of the project manager cowlttake place due to the reasons given in
chapter 1. However, representatives of Azerbaijarevbriefed about preparatory steps for
the policy dialogue, including an in depth discaesin the occasion of thd' Session of the
Meeting of the Parties. In January 2010, the Mipist Environment has officially requested
UNECE to start with the dialogue process, whichuthéocus on the implementation of the
MDGs related to safe drinking water supply andd@amitted itself to the activities. A
preparatory mission is planned for early 2010.

Georgia

A preparatory mission of the project manager cowlttake place due to the reasons given in
chapter 1. However, representatives of Georgia Wweeded about preparatory steps for the
policy dialogue, including in depth discussion ba bccasion of meetings under the Protocol
on Water and Health, the Convention’s Working Groandntegrated Water Resources
Management and the Fifth Session of the Meetinh@Parties. In late 2009, the Ministry of
Environment has officially requested UNECE to steith the dialogue process. A
preparatory mission was preliminary scheduled ke f@ace in March 2010.
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Tajikistan

A preparatory mission for the policy dialogue pregeconducted by the Regional Adviser on
Environment, took place in March 2009. The potémtiad entities (Ministry of Environment
Protection, Water Committee) were briefed aboutwibek expected to be done in the
preparatory phase (e.g. draft Common Understandiadt Roadmap). The scheduled follow
up mission of the project manager could not yet fallace for reasons explained in chapter 1.
It will take place in 2010 should the representdiof Tajikistan officially request the start of
the process and commit themselves to the implerienta

Turkmenistan

On the occasion of the EUWI EECCA Working Group tirep(Ashgabat, 4 December
2008), the Minister of Water Economy and his stedfe briefed about necessary preparatory
activities and related written information was radiin mid-December 2008. Despite many
follow up attempts by UNECE - also involving the @Nd the European Commission’s
offices in Ashgabat— as well as consultations with Turkmen delegation attending the
Romé meeting, no official reply was received yet frdme respective Turkmen authorities.
However, through the above channels, represensabf/@urkmenistan have informed
UNECE about the potential themes of the policyatiak process, including the following:

“Specific emphasis should be put on policy issdasater management in
Turkmenistan’s transboundary river basins, notahly Murgab and Tejen basins. In
addition to policy issues of sustainable water nggmaent, such issues as reduction
of water losses and improved water efficiency, temlinologies for water
monitoring, irrigational agriculture as well as capity building of ministrial staff,
staff of agencies, and water users (including faghshould be considered as topics
for the dialogue process”.

Table 6. Achievements in other EECCA countries basethe indicators of the
Contribution Agreement

NPD meetings in 2009 Outputs/documents
Planned Actual Planned Actual
4 0 4 No draft policy document available yet

° Third EU-Central Asia High-level Conference “Paath for environment and water cooperation”, Romé, 5
November 2009
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C. Difficulties encountered and measures taken tovercome problems

See Chapter B of the report.

D. Changes introduced in implementation

Preparatory missions to Azerbaijan and Geongize been scheduled for early 2010 based on
the official letters of commitment by both coungridt is to be expected that the delay that
has occurred in 2009 will be made up in the coofs2010.

As to Tajikistan and TurkmenistaNECE will start in early 2010 with consultatiowgth
representatives of the relevant ministries and eigerthrough UNECE countries’ experts
involved in UNECE activities in Central Asia. Thafter, the work plan for 2010 will be
adapted accordingly.
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VIII. Lessons learned

Documents and information notes prepared undemdkienal policy dialogue process (e.qg.
EUWI EECCA Working Group, Fifth Session of the Magtof the Parties to the Water
Convention) contain a number of lessons learned.félhowing items are those lessons
learned on the “integrated water resources manag@midar of the EU Water Initiative’s
component for EECCA countries, brought jointly fanad by UNECE and OECD under the
National Dialogue process in 2009.

A successful dialogue process on Integrated Watdsp&®ces Management (IWRM) requires:

v' A strong country commitment and cooperation witheotinternational organizations
(e.g. European Commission, OECD, UNDP, OSCE, WHW@)a@her UNECE
countries;

v A holistic, rather than piecemeal consideratioissfies, as the selected topics of the
dialogue process are of relevance to all watetedlaectors and cover one or more of
the four pillars of IWRM (enabling environment, iitgtional framework,
management instruments, and cross-cutting issuisaaeing and public
involvement);

v Taking advantage of the experience of UNECE andPtdrées to the Water
Convention, as the topics for the National Poliggldgues should be closely linked
to the Convention’s provisions, particularly tha@seprevention, control and reduction
of pollution as well as the work of joint bodiesnsultations among Parties, and joint
monitoring and assessment;

v' Using the Environmental Performance Review (EPBjdacted by UNECE in
EECCA countries following an OECD approach, aslal $m@sis for choosing the
right topics for the policy dialogue and for deyahgy a holistic understanding of
environmental problems and sustainable solutions;

v Stressing that the focus of the dialogue processldibe on policy issues rather than
technical problems, and be designed as a platfagne vepresentatives of all
competent sectors and the public can meet;

v Involving all major stakeholders in the respecteeintries as well as representatives
of relevant international organizations, institatiand programmes as an important
aim of the dialogue process is the implementatigmoticy packages (e.g. new
governmental regulations), the involvement of repreatives of Parliamentary
bodies responsible for environmental issues isiarut all countries.
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Annex I. Excerpts from the Report of the Fifth Sesen of the Meeting of
the Parties, 10 — 12 November 2009, GenéVa

- European Union Water Initiative and National Policy Dialogues -

54. The secretariat reported about the progreseashunder the European Union Water
Initiative and its National Policy Dialogue (NPDjogess regarding integrated water
resources management facilitated by UNECE in caesin Eastern Europe, Caucasus and
Central Asia (ECE/MP.WAT/2009/6) and presentedpia@ned follow up activities for
2010-2012.

55. A representative of the European Commissiomesged appreciation to the partners
in the process, in particular to UNECE, OECD andn@bia, for the results achieved and
confirmed the Commission’s commitment to continupperting the activity. He also called
upon other countries and organisations to joirupp®rting the programme.

56. A representative of Romania, which chairedBbeWater Initiative’s Working Group
for EECCA Countries, expressed appreciation otaingible results achieved thus far and
confidence in the successful continuation of thekwble also expressed appreciation to
UNECE, as a strategic partner to the process.

57.  Arepresentative of OECD expressed his orgaaoisa commitment to continue to be
a partner to NPD in the area of water supply anéa#on and praised the effective
cooperation established with UNECE, which wouldur¢her reinforced in the
implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health.

58. Representatives of Kyrgyzstan and the RepoablMoldova valued the results
achieved so far in implementing NPD and stated #gdectations on a successful
continuation of the programme. The representativ®yogyzstan underlined the important
support that the NPD has provided to its countrgripare for the ratification of the Protocol
on Water and Health and informed the Meeting thagizstan would start the national
ratification procedure.

59. Delegations also underlined the link betweenNRD and the UNECE Programme
on Environmental Performance Review (EPR), highirghthat recommendations of EPR
could be applied on the ground through NPDs. Deiegs welcomed the launch of EPR in
Kyrgyzstan, containing recommendations to embaik NPD and to ratify the Protocol on
Water and Health. Uzbekistan confirmed its comraittrto implement the EPR’s
recommendations, including those related to IWRM e fact that it would consider
ratifying the Protocol on Water and Health. Swikzed recommended the inclusion of
Uzbekistan in the NPD process and informed absue#diness to provide funds to this end.
Georgia recalled its formal commitment to initiat&lPD in 2010.

0 UNECE document ECE/MP.WAT/29, paragraphs 54-62
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60. The Meeting of the Parties considered NPDsasobthe most important activities
under the Convention and as an excellent exampewgsling expertise and resources of the
European Commission and UNECE. Hungary, FinlandEstdnia confirmed their readiness
to continue supporting the programme. A represaetatf the Republic of Moldova also
offered to share the experience in implementing NiPBer country. GWP-Central and
Eastern Europe offered to support NPD through hstexpertise and financial means.

61. The Meeting of the Parties expressed its giddito the programme manager of the
NPD in UNECE, who would leave the secretariat mehd of 2009, for his dedication and
high professionalism that significantly contributedthe success of the programme.

62. Furthermore, the Meeting of the Parties:

(@ Recognized that the NPDs give added valueg&tinvention’s ongoing
activities on IWRM, and that they provide an exeetlopportunity for furthering
implementation of the Convention and the Protocol;

(b) Acknowledged the EECCA countries’ strong conmeiht and ownership,
which was shown in the participation of high-lewéicials from different sectors in the NPD
process;

(c) Agreed to continue with the policy dialogue ggss beyond the fifth session
of the Meeting of the Parties to the Conventiom eminclude relevant activities in the work
plan for 2010-2012 (see Part Two of the preserdrtegCE/MP.WAT/29/Add.1);

(d) Welcomed the intention of more EECCA countt@foin the process and
note that this would require extra resources ferattivities in addition to available extra-
budgetary contributions from the European Commigsio

(e) Expressed its gratitude to the European Cononissd to EU Member States
for the financial contributions already made ang$een for 2010-2012;

) Invited Parties to the Convention to consideasviding additional funding for
the activities, including in-kind contributions kyperts and the conclusion of cooperation
agreements, if appropriate, or other kinds of ayeaments for assistance, stressing the high
cost-efficiency of the NPDs;

(9) Acknowledged the UNECE secretariat’s import&siponsibility in providing
key services to its partners in EECCA countries, mwandate it to continue its role as the key
strategic partner of the NPD process in EECCA auesit

(h) Encouraged other Parties to the Conventiaotwider co-chairing, together
with Romania, the EUWI EECCA Working Group in therijpd 2010-2012.
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Annex II. Excerpts from the Report of the 4" Meeting of the Working
Group on Integrated Water Resource Managemerit

- European Union Water Initiative and National Policy Dialogues -

61. The Working Group took note of the report by siecretariat on progress made in
implementing the National Policy Dialogues (NPDEBCCA countries under the EU Water
Initiative, mainly financed by the European Comnaaginformal document WGIWRM-Inf.4).
It welcomed the information that more countries tedrto join the process and noted that this
would require additional resources for the actgtin addition to extra-budgetary contributions
from the European Commission. The Working Groumaekedged the added value of the
process, the countries’ strong commitment and osiney and the participation of high-level
officials from different sectors in the dialoguepess.

62. Representatives of Ukraine and the RepubliMatiova, speaking on behalf of the two
countries’ Steering Committees for the NPD, infodntiee Working Group about the activities
carried out in their countries under the NPD framdwas well as about forthcoming activities,
which would include considerations of the principté the EU WFD. A representative of
Georgia stressed that country’s commitment toietathe NPD process in 2010, which should
be devoted to transboundary water management isstias Alazani basin, shared by Azerbaijan
and Georgia. CAREC expressed its wish to shaexjierience, particularly in the NPD process
in Kyrgyzstan, with respect to the theme of “payitfen ecosystem services in the Lake Issyk
Kul basin”.

63. Romania, which chaired the EU Water Initiats/#/orking Group for EECCA
Countries, expressed its appreciation of the tdagésults achieved thus far and its confidence in
the successful continuation of the work.

64. The Working Group welcomed the positive expergegained through the process and
complimented the participating countries on thegpees achieved. It noted that both components
of the dialogue process — (a) integrated waterurees management with UNECE as a key
strategic partner and (b) water supply and saaitatiith the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) as a key strafmgimer — were efficient instruments for
helping countries achieve the Millennium Developi@pals. In its view, the NPDs were very
important for the Convention’s ongoing activitias iategrated water resources management. The
Working Group also encouraged other EECCA countdesonsider initiating similar policy
dialogues.

65. The Working Group acknowledged the secretariatportant role in providing key services
to its partners in EECCA countries. It invited Regtto the Convention to consider providing
additional funding for activities, including in-kincontributions by experts and the conclusion of
cooperation agreements, if appropriate, or otheikbf arrangements for assistance, stressing
the activities’ high cost-efficiency. In this regaHungary indicated that it would support work
on flood management in Ukraine and assist in thekwao target setting and reporting under the

1 UNECE document ECE/MP.WAT/WG.1/2009/2, Paragragh$6
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Protocol on Water and Health in the Republic of ddsla. Estonia underlined its readiness to
continue contributing to the programme, which cdoltus on one of the Caucasian countries.

66. The Working Group agreed that continuatiorhefolicy dialogue process beyond the fifth
meeting of the Meeting of the Parties to the Cotieershould be included in the work plan for
2010-2012.
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Annex Ill. Excerpts from the Report of the Second Meeting of the Ad Hoc
Project Facilitation Mechanism (AHPFM) under Protocol on Water and
Health, Geneva, 1 July 2009

- New project proposals: status of progress in Arm@a and Kyrgyzstan -

15. Since its first meeting, two project propodase been drawn up — one by Kyrgyzstan and
one by Armenia — and submitted for the Mechanisnissideration at the present meeting. Both
related to setting targets and target dates uhéegpttotocol’s article 6.

16. Work on the first of the two proposed projettarget and target dates to achieve sustainable
water management, safe drinking water supply aed@ate sanitation according to the Protocol
on Water and Health in Kyrgyzstan”, had been itetiain 2008 in the framework of the National
Policy Dialogue (NPD) on integrated water resourcasagement under the EU Water Initiative.
The proposal had been further developed with thistasice of UNECE and the Mechanism’s
Facilitator from WHO Regional Office for Europe (WHEURO). It had been approved at the
meeting of the Kyrgyz Steering Committee for theDNR June 2009, and would be led by the
Water Department of the Ministry of Agriculture, W¥aManagement and Processing Industries
of Kyrgyzstan. Other major stakeholders includedtinistries of Health,

Foreign Affairs, Finance and Justice, the Statenges for Geology and Mineral Resources and
for Environment Protection and Forestry, the AgeforyLocal Governments, the enterprise
“Bishkekvodokanal”, the National Academy of Sciememd NGOs. The full proposal could be
found online athttp://www.unece.org/env/water/meetings/documenkPAM.htm

17. Participants also took note of the project peap by Armenia on “Improving health in

Armenia through target-setting to ensure sustagnalater management, access to safe water and
adequate sanitation”. As with the Kyrgyz projethad been developed in the framework of the
EU Water Initiative’s NPD on integrated water res@s management. The project in Armenia
would be jointly led by the Ministry of Health atite Ministry of Nature Protection. The full
proposal could be found dtttp://www.unece.org/env/water/meetings/documentsP AM.htm

18. Participants noted the willingness of UNDP @operate with both Kyrgyzstan and
Armenia, as UNDP runs projects in both countried ttould support the target-setting work and
there were a number of areas for cross-fertilizatietween UNDP projects and the projects
submitted under the Protocol. The work of the WH@rary officer in drawing up both
proposals had been key, and there was a potentidid further involvement of the network of
country offices in future proposals from other cmi@s. The meeting underlined the importance
of involving NGOs in early development and impletagion stages to establish a fair and
transparent framework for public involvement in idean-making with respect to the targets and
target dates. The importance of involving the NRE&eng Committees in drawing up project
proposals was also stressed, as this was a prsitedor enlisting all relevant stakeholders from
the outset as well as for supervising the implemt#m process.

19. A representative of the WHO-EURO secretarid¢dohat health aspects had been covered
more explicitly than in the previous project proplgssubmitted in 2008 for the Republic of

2 UNECE documenECE/MP.WH/AC.1/2009/2-EU/09/5086361/4

3C



@® Euwi

EU WATER INITIATIVE

Moldova and Ukraine. Some participants pointedtbat proposals should focus more on local
sanitation issues and should include hygiene edurcat

Annex IV. Action plan on improving health in Armenia through target
setting to ensure sustainable water management, &ass to safe water and
adequate sanitation

See in a separate file

Annex V. Action plan to achieve the water-related Mlennium
Development Goals in Kyrgyzstan: setting targets ahtarget dates under
the Protocol on Water and Health

See in a separate file

Annex VI. Ministerial Order to establish a River Basin Council for the Chu
basin

See in a separate file

Annex VII. Draft evidence base on climate change ahwater in the
Dniester basin

See in a separate file

Annex VIII. Draft implementation plan based on therelevant UNECE
Guidelines on adaptation to climate change in watemanagement

See in a separate file
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Annex IX. Exchange of letters

NATIONS UNIES OBBEAWHEHHBIE HALIMH UNITED NATIONS
COMMISSION EGONOMIQUE 3KOHOMHYECKAS KOMHUCCHA ECONOMIC COMMISSION
POUR L'EUROPE AN EBPOIIEI FOR EUROPE

Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses
and International Lakes (UNECE Water Convention)
- Secretariat -
Palais des Nations
CH-1211 GENEVE 10
Tel: +41 22 917 2463
Fax: +41 22 917 0107
E-mail: francesca.bernardini@unece.org
water.convention@unece.org
Website: http://www.unece.org/env/water/

26 October 2009
Sir,

Also on behalf of the Organization for Economic Development and Co-operation (OECD)
and the Romanian Chair of the EUWI EECCA Working Group, and in consultation with the desk
officer in the European Commission, I am replying to your letter of 30 September 2009 related to
the national policy dialogue process on integrated water resources management in Ukraine in
general, and the improvement of cooperation among the partners, in particular.

‘We have appreciated your offer of renewing and intensifying your involvement in this
process through the nomination of new staff members from your ministry for the Steering
Committee, which is led by Mr. Stashuk, Head of the Ukrainian State Committee for Water
Management, following an exchange of letters between this Committee and the European
Commission, and the adoption of a Memorandum of Understanding.

The European Commission, which is the main donor of this dialogue process in countries in
Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA), as well as UNECE and OECD as key
strategic partners, have recently undertaken steps so that the dialogue process, which started in
Ukraine in 2008, will continue from autumn this year onwards. The postponement of activities from
spring to autumn this year was due to negotiations on a new contribution agreement among the
above-mentioned partners. The dialogue process will go on at least until the end of 2010, with such
activities as the drafting of national and/or basin-specific plans for adaptation to climate change in
water resources management.

Dmytro Gursky

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine
Uryzkogo Str. 35, Kyiv, 03035

Ukraine
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In this context, we would like to recall your ministry’s active participation in the 2008
dialogue process, which culminated in a policy package on the setting of targets and target dates in
Ukraine to comply with the obligations under article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. The
policy package, adopted in April 2008 by the Steering Committee and presented by the former
Deputy Minister for Environmental Protection at a meeting in Geneva, was at the root of an
assistance programme supported by Norway, which your ministry - as one of the key organizations
of the Steering Committee - is implementing since June this year.

The forthcoming meeting of the Steering Committee, scheduled for 29 October 2009 in
Kiev, will offer a good opportunity to discuss progress and future work arrangements. We therefore
kindly invite your ministry’s representative in the Steering Committee to actively participate in the
meeting and report on the implementation of the project funded by Norway. We would like to
encourage your representatives to contribute to an increasing efficiency of the dialogue process. We
look forward to further joint work.

Yours truly,

g lamClrz ’?% imeoha fee
Francesca Bernardini
Secretary to the Meeting of the Parties to the
Convention on the Protection and Use of
Transboundary Watercourses
and International Lakes
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MINISTRY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION
OF UKRAINE

MIHICTEPCTBO OXOPOHH
HABKOJIHINHLOTO
IIPUPOJIHOTO
CEPEJAOBHIILA YVKPATHH

03033, M. Kuis. By/1.YpHIILKOTO, 35 Urytskogo Str. 35, Kyiv, 03035.
Vkpaina Ukraine

355 )12 /.ﬁi? -0/
UNECE Water Convention
OECD EAP Task Force
EUWI EECCA Working Group
DG Environment, European Commission
EC Delegation to Ukraine

30 September, 2009

Subiject: National Policy Dialogue on Integrated Water Resources Management in

Dear Partners,
Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine would like to thank for initiating

the National Policy Dialogues within the EECCA Component of the EU Water

Initiative.

The NPD was supposed to be an effective tool to help reaching the Millennium
Development Goals related to water sector of Ukraine. To achieve goals and
objectives of the NPD it is of vital importance to coordinate the activities and
avoid fragmentation of aid. We feel that there is an urgent necessity to evaluate the
recent activities/progress under the NPD in Ukraine as well as to involve more
decision-makers to the process.

Herewith 1 would like to make some comments on the NPD in Ukraine. We do
think that Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine as well as the State
Water Committee should be the leading institutions in the NPD. However, after
consultations with the State Water Committee it became clear that the policy
packages and other related issues are prepared by the consultants without

contacting these two main institutions. Due to this fact the NPD documents and the
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activities do not influence water policies in Ukraine. On the other hand we do think
that at least five NGOs should be involved into the process.

Considering that a lot of time lost, we would suggest that the NPD in Ukraine
should be coordinated with other donor funded /development activities: the
consultants should have more often meetings with the Ministry. They should work
in close cooperation with the UNDP Office in Ukraine and with the EC Delegation
in Ukraine.

Considering the little effectiveness of the NPD in Ukraine, Ministry of
Environmental Protection of Ukraine would like to invite all donors to assess the
effectiveness of the NPD in Ukraine in order to improve the situation. Herewith we
nominate new members to the Steering Group on behalf of the Ministry.

They are — Mr Igor Markelov, Adviser to the Minister and Ms Maryna Dyachenko,
Head of Unit for International Cooperation and Coordination of External
Assistance. We do consider it important to invite the representatives of the
Coordinating Unit for European Integration of the Cabinet of Ministries of Ukraine
to delegate a representative to the NPD SG.

We do hope that the assistance foreseen under the NPDs should be utilised in line
with the principles of the Paris Declaration of Aid Effectiveness and used for the
country’s needs and priorities. We do believe that by joint efforts we will be able

to make the NPD in Ukraine work.

Sincerely.
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