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Initial results of the 2020 data drive

3" joint meeting of the Working Group on IWRM and
Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment
(26-28 April 2021)

Progress on Transboundary
Water Cooperation

Alice Aureli, UNESCO
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https://www.unwater.org/publications/progress-on-transboundary-water-cooperation-652/

Monitoring SDG indicator 6.5.2 — Reporting process & S

Indicator 6.5.2: Proportion of transboundary basin area with an operational arrangement for water cooperation

Co-custodian agencies for SDG 6.5.2: UNECE and UNESCO

* Information on indicator 6.5.2 collected every 3 years by UNECE & UNESCO (as for other SDG6 indicators)
* First data collection 2017 => second exercise in 2020

* February 2020: UNECE & UNESCO initiated data and information collection
* Questionnaire addressed to Ministers responsible for transboundary waters
* To all UN Member States sharing transboundary waters

e Countries supported by a set of measures
* methodological guidance, helpdesk, capacity building, including webinars and bilateral sessions with UNECE and UNESCO

* After the submission of the reports UNECE & UNESCO reviewed and analysed the reports and support States to improve
the quality of the reports so to ensure the accuracy of the indicator calculation and comparability of data

= Extensive exchanges with Member States for clarification process

* Preparing the 2021 outputs to the SDG databases and reports
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Initial results of the 2" reporting in 2020 on SDG 6.5.2

—60% world’s freshwater transboundary
—>Importance for other natural resources and SDGs

High levels of engagement

—=>In 2020: 129 out of 153 countries submitted reports
(30 countries responding for 15t time in 2020)

—0nly 24 countries report all transboundary surface
waters and groundwaters covered by operational
arrangements

—Only additional 22 countries with more than 70% of
their waters covered by operational arrangement

Not on track

—>Progress must be accelerated to ensure that all
transboundary basins are covered by operational
arrangements by 2030

=Insufficient knowledge on groundwater systems
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Value of SDG Indicator 6.5.2
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SDG Indicator 6.5.2 values and responses received as of 1 April 2021

Il Very high 90-100%
Bl High 70-90%
I Medium High 50-70%
I Medium low 30-50%
0 Low 10-30%
Very low 0-10%
Final indicator value not available
[ No response received
Indicator not applicable
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Initial results of the 2"d reporting in 2020 on SDGG.S.Z§?"

Surface waters component
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Surface waters component: values and responses received as of 1 April 2021

* Increased response rate and high quality
of reports

 SW component available for 115 countries
vs 89in 2017

* SW average value 65%
64% in 2017

* 56 countries with more than 90% of their

Value of river and
lake basincomponent of
SDG indicator 6.5.2

Il 90-100%

Il 70-90%

B 50-70%

B 30-50%

[ 10-30%
0-10%
Final indicator value
not available

= No response received
Indicator not applicable

SW covered by Operatlonal arrangement Surface waters component: comparison between 2017 and 2020 data

43 in 2017

e Europe, North America and Sub-Saharan
Africa highest coverage
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Initial results of the 2"d reporting in 2020 on SDGG.5.2§W4’
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Aquifer component Cans”

Aquifer component: values and responses received as of 1 April 2021

* Higher inclusion of aquifer in the reports

e GW component available for 94 countries | N
. Value of aquifer p
vs 65in 2017 o 652 .
B 90-100% ’ : 2
* GW average value 42% i
48% in 2017 (increase in the number of responses) =5
e 28 countries with more than 90% of their GW  rmcraue
covered by operational arrangement = o e recaved
. Indicator not applicable
24 in 2017
Aquifer component: comparison between 2017 and 2020 data
* Only 12 countries report have 8 aquifer-
specific arrangements in place 2007 [ - - 67
Most aquifers covered trough surface water o700 [ O “
agreements o]
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Uptake of SDG6.5.2 data

Acceleration needed

= Reporting triggered follow-up actions in countries to improve
cooperation

= Capacity development, financing, data and information etc.
and decisive political action needed to achieve the target

6.5.2 data critical to ensuring transboundary water cooperation
accurately and sufficiently reflected in SDGs framework

Data already provided input to:

* SDG6 Synthesis Reports: joint position of UN family on global
status of SD6
* Summary Progress Update 2021
e 2nd Synthesis Reports in 2022
* 2021 UN SDG Report highlighting progress made in support
of 2030 Agenda and gaps that remain
* UN Statistical Commission SDG database
* National data on 6.5.2 included alongside data on all
SDG indicators
* UNECE-UNESCO 2" SDG indicator 6.5.2 report published by
UN-Water
* Launched in August 2021

2023 UN Water Decade Conference
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The Sustainable Development Goals Report
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6.3.1 WASTEWATER

6.3.2 WATER QUALITY

CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION
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6.1.1 DRINKING WATER

2 I;gi‘;one ‘ 29% Ti the worlds
0 t
. population
; - A i 40%
999880C0C0O eople of the world's
e of the world's papulation population

lacked safely managed drinking

water services in 2017

of domestic wastewater e
Less than in 24 out of the 75 g countries
(mest @ 75 are high-inc ntries

e

§3 billion | 4re at risk because the health of their
=)

Lack of water quality data means people rivers, lakes and groundwater is unknown

6.4.1 WATER-USE EFFICIENCY 6.4.2 WATER STRESS

r} 2 . 3 live in water-stressed

billien people countries

of which 721 million live in high and
critically water-stressed countries

Since 2015 water-use efficiency has increased by

.‘ 4 /o globally

6 5.1 INTEGRATED WATER MANAGEMENT

goare not on track to omy
5 have sustainably ¥
E managed water €
8 resources by 2030 ;
Globally, the current rate of progress FapiTieelchuk st e rere ok, s dae:

they share with their neighbiours are eovered by
needs to be doubled aperational arrangements for cooperation

6.6.1 ECOSYSTEMS
1 5 of the world's . are experiencing rapid changes in

river basins the area covered by surface waters

6.a.1 INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Official development assistance (ODA) )OS0 000880
commitments to the water sector increased only report having high
levels of participation
¥ i by communities
but disbursements 1 4 in water and sanitation

only rose by 3% decision-making

6.b.1 PARTICIPATION
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Reporting on global SDG indicator 6.5.2 ?‘ﬁ

TEMPLATE of the second cycle for reporting

SDG INDICATOR 6.5.2

Integ
step-t SDG indicator 6.5.2 version *2020"
Final versior
[ ] [ ]
STEP-BY-STEP MONITORING METHODOLOGY FOR I a n S O r I Ste n I n
g °

_l
| — 6.5.2 Help Desk
Guide tu:epmtl'ng un:ljerlhe'l.l'nl‘at.er Convention et . .
I SR e : transboundary water cooperation reporting@un.org

transboundary water cooperation reporting@unesco.org

Further information

UNECE:WWW.unece.org/water/transl?]ourlmdary water cooperation reporting
.ntm

UNESCO: https://en.unesco.org/themes/water-security/hydrology

Progress on Transboundary

i UN-WATER SDG6 monitoring: www.sdgémonitoring.org/indicator-652

UN-WATER SDG6 data portal: www.sdg6data.org/indicator/6.5.2
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