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Miscellaneous proposals for amendments to the Model Regulations 
on the Transport of Dangerous Goods: portable tanks
		Proposal on the interpretation of 6.7.2.19.5 and 6.7.3.15.5 on waiving the internal examination of portable tanks
		Transmitted by the expert from Germany[footnoteRef:2] [2:  	A/75/6 (Sect.20), para. 20.51.] 

		Introduction
1.	In 6.7.2.19.5 and 6.7.3.15.5, the inspections and tests to be performed as part of the intermediate 2.5 year periodic inspection and test are described. The intermediate inspection and test has to include, amongst other, an internal examination of the portable tank. Moreover, the following is stated e.g. in 6.7.2.19.5 on the internal examination: “For portable tanks dedicated to the transport of a single substance, the 2.5 year internal examination may be waived or substituted by other test methods or inspection procedures specified by the competent authority or its authorized body.”
2.	At the fifty-seventh session of the Sub-Committee, Germany sought in document ST/SG/AC.10/C.3/2020/62 advice for an interpretation on who is allowed to grant the waiver of the internal examination in accordance with 6.7.2.19.5/6.7.3.15.5 and how this can be implemented (e.g. within the framework of the design approval of the tank or by the inspection body during the intermediate inspection and test).
		Result of the fifty-seventh session	
3.	Some delegations have submitted written comments on this document via the UNECE online platform. In general, it was noted that the existing text might be interpreted in different ways and that the provisions should be clarified to ensure a uniform application. From the comments received, two main options for the procedure for waiving the internal examination have emerged:


4.	Option 1: The internal examination in the context of the intermediate 2.5 year periodic inspection and test can be waived if the portable tank is only approved for a single substance/gas in accordance with the design approval.
5.	Option 2: The internal examination in the context of the intermediate 2.5 year periodic inspection and test can be waived if the test report of the previous 5 year periodic inspection and test of the portable tank states that the tank is only intended for the transport of a single substance/gas. If other substances/gases are to be transported subsequently, an internal examination shall be performed.
6.	Germany volunteered to prepare a revised document for the fifty-eighth session based on the comments received, drawing up a proposal for the two options for consideration of the Sub-Committee.
Proposal
7.	Option 1:
[bookmark: _Hlk61613218]Delete the last sentence of 6.7.2.19.5 and replace it with the following sentence (deleted text is struck through; new text is underlined):
[bookmark: _Hlk61851014]“For portable tanks dedicated to the transport of a single substance, the 2.5 year internal examination may be waived or substituted by other test methods or inspection procedures specified by the competent authority or its authorized body. For portable tanks, the internal examination to be performed every 2.5 years may be waived or substituted by other test methods or inspection procedures specified by the competent authority or its authorized body if the portable tank is approved only for the transport of a single substance in accordance with the design approval.”
Delete the last sentence of 6.7.3.15.5 and replace it with the following sentence (deleted text is struck through; new text is underlined):
“For portable tanks intended for the transport of a single non-refrigerated liquefied gas, the 2.5 year internal examination may be waived or substituted by other test methods or inspection procedures specified by the competent authority or its authorized body. For portable tanks, the internal examination to be performed every 2.5 years may be waived or substituted by other test methods or inspection procedures specified by the competent authority or its authorized body if the portable tank is approved only for the transport of a single non-refrigerated liquefied gas in accordance with the design approval.”
8.	Option 2:
Delete the last sentence of 6.7.2.19.5 and replace it with the following sentences (deleted text is struck through; new text is underlined):
“For portable tanks dedicated to the transport of a single substance, the 2.5 year internal examination may be waived or substituted by other test methods or inspection procedures specified by the competent authority or its authorized body. For portable tanks, the internal examination to be performed every two and a half years may be waived or substituted by other test methods or inspection procedures specified by the competent authority or its authorized body if the test report of the previous 5 year periodic inspection and test of the portable tank states that the portable tank is intended only for the transport of a single substance. If other substances have been transported, this shall be indicated in the test report and the internal examination shall be performed.”


Delete the last sentence of 6.7.3.15.5 and replace it with the following sentences (deleted text is struck through; new text is underlined):
“For portable tanks intended for the transport of a single non-refrigerated liquefied gas, the 2.5 year internal examination may be waived or substituted by other test methods or inspection procedures specified by the competent authority or its authorized body. For portable tanks, the internal examination to be performed every two and a half years may be waived or substituted by other test methods or inspection procedures specified by the competent authority or its authorized body if the test report of the previous periodic 5 year inspection and test of the portable tank states that the portable tank is intended only for the transport of a single non-refrigerated liquefied gas. If other non-refrigerated liquefied gases have been transported, this shall be indicated in the test report and the internal examination shall be performed.”
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