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The TIR System
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The five pillars of the TIR Customs transit system



How it works
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Geographical scope

76 Contracting Parties
64 Operational
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The TIR System in ESCWA region / Challenges 

TIR Contracting Parties

Algeria
Jordan
Kuwait

Lebanon
Morocco

Oman
State of Palestine

Qatar
Saudi Arabia

Syrian Arab Republic
Tunisia

United Arab Emirates

Non TIR Contracting Parties

Bahrain
Egypt
Iraq
Libya
Mauritania
Somalia
Sudan
Yemen
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The TIR System in ESCWA region 

2822200 (o,2%)

2707950 (0,06%) 858100 (0,17%)
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The TIR System in ESCWA region / Challenges 

TIR Contracting Parties

Algeria (1989)
Jordan (1985)
Kuwait (1983)

Lebanon (1997)
Morocco (1983)

Oman (2018)
State of Palestine (2017)

Qatar (2018)
Saudi Arabia (2018)
Syrian Arab Republic 

(1999)
Tunisia (1977)

United Arab Emirates 
(2007)



9

The TIR System in ESCWA region / Challenges 

The climate in the Middle East region is challenging for trucks to operate given the severe 
thermal challenges
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From a geographical 
and topographical 
perspective, Middle 
East poses several 
challenges for trucks 
(2015)

The TIR System in ESCWA region / Challenges 
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The TIR System in ESCWA region / Challenges 

Truck operators in the Middle East have a heterogeneous structure
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The TIR System in ESCWA region / Challenges 

Though  average  tariffs  have  reduced  over  time,  they  remain  very  
high;   non-tariff   barriers   (e.g.   burdensome   technical   regulations,   
import authorization procedures, cumbersome customs clearance and 
border controls) are obstacles to both regional and global integration;

MENA’s  trade  facilitation  performance  – in  terms  of  procedures,  
harmonization, transparency, border agency cooperation and so on –
leaves much to be desired; 

Trade has been negatively affected by the wars, sanctions and political 
barriers in the region;

Regional  economic  integration  has  seen  very  little  progress  due  to  
different    factors    including    weak    institutions, the    lack    of    
infrastructure and state-owned enterprises; 
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The TIR System in ESCWA region / Challenges 

Economic Complexity Indices

Source: The Observatory of Economic Complexity 
(https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/rankings/country/eci/) 

Lack  of  diversification  is  
a  serious  drawback,  given  
that  oil  and  agricultural 
products remain by far the 
most important exports
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Thank you!

More information on eTIR here:
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The TIR System in ESCWA region / Challenges 
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