Strategic review of the Integrated programme of work of the UN/ECE Timber Committee and the FAO European Forestry Commission

Name: Goldammer, Johann Georg

Organisation:

The Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) at the

Fire Ecology Research Group, Max Planck Institute for Chemistry

c/o Freiburg University, PO Box, 79085 Freiburg

with the additional mandate of:

Leader, ECE/FAO/ILO Team of Specialists on Forest Fire
and

Coordinator (on behalf of the World Conservation Union – IUCN) of the Working Group Wildland Fire of the Interagency Task Force (IATF), International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR).

Country: Germany

0. Remark:

The reply to this “Strategic Review” will focus on items 6 (Partnerships) and 7. (Other) and explain the needs for an Integrated Global Wildland Fire Strategy.
6.
Alliances and partnerships
6B. Is there potential for building other strategic partnerships?

Yes.

6C.  If so, with whom, with what objectives?
Primary partner would be the Interagency Task Force (IATF) of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), Working Group Wildland Fire. Explanations under item 7 and attached document <FIRE.DOC>.

7. Other (We would appreciate it if you would contribute any other comments or suggestions regarding the programme of work.)

In the field of forest fires (wildland fires) the work of the UN/ECE Timber Committee and the FAO European Forestry Commission has been supported by the Secretariat (collection and publication of forest fire statistics of the ECE region) and the ECE/FAO/ILO Team of Specialists on Forest Fire.

The work of the team (details: see Annex <FIRE.DOC>) has been supported primarily by Germany, beginning with the editorial production of International Forest Fire News (IFFN) in 1988 and taking responsibility of leadership of the team (1993). The work has been implemented by a non-government organization (the Fire Ecology Research Group of the Max Planck Institute for Chemistry).

Recognizing the transboundary or global significance of wildland fires, additionally considering that outside the ECE region no similar activity is being conducted under the umbrella of the UN, the ECE/FAO/ILO Team of Specialists on Forest Fire has addressed global fire issues by actively establishing and maintaining partnerships with a large number of UN and other international organizations, countries, and individuals

As a consequence of the increasing wildland fire problems during the 1990s the Fire Ecology Research Group has established the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) in 1998.

All these activities have been driven primarily by the GFMC. The original working mode of the leader of the ECE/FAO/ILO Team of Specialists on Forest Fire was a honorary contribution to the UN system which occasionally has been supported by small working contracts for the production of International Forest Fire News (since two years supported by the U.S: Bureau of Land Management) and other tasks.

However, the increasing demand for information and advice both by the UN and non-UN bodies, including the civil society, has required the buildup of a professionally managed global fire information system which is represented by the GFMC homepage (http://www.uni-freiburg.de/fireglobe/). This work requires hiring of staff personnel and technical equipment. 

So far the GFMC primarily depended on “soft” money recruited through research projects and funds made available by the German Foreign Office, Office for Humanitarian Assistance.

Very recently the work scope of the GFMC has been expanded. In 2000 the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) have proposed the formation of an interagency working group Wildland Fire within the Interagency Task Force (IATF) of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR). The Group has been established in October 2000 by the ISDR Interagency Task Force. The overall aim of the creation of this interagency group is

· to establish an international, inter-agency and inter-sectoral forum to address the underlying causes of increasing occurrence of destructive wildfires in forests and other wildlands,

· and to develop strategic programmes and projects to prevent and reduce detrimental impacts of fires on ecosystems, the environment, and humanity.

The Working Group will be coordinated by the IUCN through the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC).

The ECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Forest Fire feels that the specific (forestry-sector related) and inter-sectoral work of the GFMC and the ISDR/IATF Working Group Wildland Fire should be supported actively by other nations and UN agencies. This support would enable the Team to continue its work on a higher and more synergistic level of activities and reduce the burden of predominantly financing the work by Germany. Such collaborative assistance could be implemented in two ways:

· secondment of staff from international and national organizations to the GFMC

· take over of national to regional responsibilities within a global fire monitoring network

or other tasks or finances sharing.

Annex

As an annex to this comment a document has been attached which summarizes the work of the ECE/FAO/ILO Fire Team during the last years. An earlier version of this report has been made available to the FAO in November 2000 in order to strengthen the ties between the ECE/FAO/ILO Fire Team and FAO. The team is currently working very closely with the FAO in various fire projects and aims to be available in upcoming activities proposed by the FAO in early 2001.

As indicated under item 6, it is recommended that the UN/ECE Timber Committee and the FAO European Forestry Commission join hands with the Working Group Wildland Fire of the Interagency Task Force (IATF) of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR).

The possible inputs of the should be discussed in the frame of the satellite meeting at the COFO meeting in March 2001. 

See enclosed document <FIRE.DOC>

“Preparation of the Inter-Agency Task Force Working Group Wildland Fire within the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) of the United Nations: Summary of International Activities and Tasks Directed towards the Establishment of the Working Group, as accomplished by the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) and the ECE/FAO/ILO Team of Specialists on Forest Fire between 1998 and 2000”.

Please send your comments and suggestions to Kit Prins, by 30 December 2000:

E-mail: christopher.prins@unece.org
Fax: +41 22 917 0041

