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I nt roducti on

1. At their joint session in 1993, the UNECE Tinber Commttee and the FAO
Eur opean Forestry Comm ssion agreed to give highest priority to supporting the
achi evenent of sustainable forest nmanagenent in the region, and notably to
support the UNCED process at the global |evel, and the pan-European process for

the protection of forest sin Europe at the regional |evel. The present docunent
will report on ECE/ FAO activities in this area since autumm 1997, as well as on
devel opnents at the regional and global level. On this basis it will present

some proposals for new or nodified activities for the Commttee and the
Comm ssion. The two bodies are invited to consider what their role should be,
di scuss and approve any nodifications they consider desirable and approve any
appropriate nodifications to the work programme (draft in TIM1998/5, EFC/ 98/7).

2. In 1998, the Conmittee and the Comm ssion are neeting separately, although
at a rather short interval fromeach other. Alnost all activities are carried
out jointly and there is a single, integrated programme. It is clearly not
desirable that the EFC, which neets after the Tinber Commttee, be expected
sinply to endorse the latter’s decisions. It is proposed therefore that the EFC
be informed orally of the Committee’ s di scussions, and that any decisions by the
Committee be considered provisional wuntil after the EFC session. If any

difficulties were to arise in reconciling the results of the two neetings, this
woul d be referred to the respective bureaux for resolution

Recent activities

3. The whole core programme of the Conmittee and the Comm ssion, defined as
“moni toring and analysis of sustainable devel opnent of the forest and forest
products sector in the region”, represents an inportant, indeed unique,
contribution to the achieving sustai nable forest managenent. |ndeed, w thout
the information and analysis provided on a regular basis by ECE FAO and its
partner organisations, it would not be possible to have a coherent internationa
di scussion of forest sector policy issues at all. The activities over the | ast
year which have been nmore specifically directed to the global and regiona
processes may be outlined as follows:

(a) The Tenperate and Boreal forest Resource Assessnent 2000: |PF stressed
the importance of the global Forest Resource Assessnent, and ECE/ FAO
provided interim data from TBFRA 2000 as quantitative indicators of
sust ai nabl e forest managenent in Europe for the Lisbon Mnisterial
Conf er ence. This information was, with the national reports, the core
of the reporting on inplenmentation of the resolutions HL and H2.
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(b) A team of specialists under the auspices of the Joint FAQ ECE/ ILO
Commi ttee on Forest Technol ogy, Management and Training prepared a
report on the socio-econonm c aspects of forestry, published by ILO
with the title “People, Forests and Sustainability”. This served as
a basis for the drafting of the resolution L1. The contribution of
the teamled by M. P. Mihlemann (Switzerland) is recognised in the
resol ution.

(c) The secretariat acted as international coordinator for resolution H3
on forestry assistance to countries in transition. A data base has
been prepared and distributed, and a report was prepared for the
Li sbon Conference.

(d) The interimresults of the TBFRA 2000 will al so be presented orally
to the I FF neeting in Geneva.

(e) The discussion of the state of forestry in the region at the EFC
session wll be based on the national reports to the Lisbon
Conference. It will attenpt to identify the main issues and thenes,
emerging fromthe reports.

Future ECE/ FAO activities in support of sustainable forest managenent in the
regi on

4. The secretariat wi shes to propose a nunmber of ways in which ECE FAO shoul d
mai ntai n and enhance its contribution to sustainable forest managenent in the
region. Some of these represent nore or |ess “business as usual” and can be
undertaken w thout any extra resources. O hers however could have significant
consequences fromthe resource point of view (both for the secretariat and for
member countries). The Commttee and the Commi ssion are invited to consider
what changes to the programe approved in 1997 are necessary, and how they
shoul d be i npl enent ed.

Continuation or strengthening of existing activities

5. Many of the activities are already in line with the broad directions laid
down at the global or regional political level. In particular

- t he TBFRA 2000 should be conpleted on tine and with the best possible
quality, and made available in a variety of wuser-friendly formats,
i ncluding on the website, in addition to the conventional paper version
which will remain the “core” of the study;
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- The Tinber Bulletin and the nmarket analysis activities should also be
continued, with a special effort to nmake them nore user-friendly. 1In this
context the user survey being carried out in sunmer 1998 should indicate
directions for inprovenent;

- The anal ysis of the sector outlook, which has been given lower priority
since the issue of ETTS V should be taken up again and reflection for the
next ETTS study shoul d be started, notably by a meeting of the ETTS V core
team Recruitment is under way of a staff nmenber who will be responsible
for this aspect of the work;

- ECE/ FAO shoul d continue to maintain the data base on forestry assistance
to countries in transition (H3 database).

Eur opean programme of work for forests

6. In Lisbon, the mnisters responsible for forestry commtted themselves to
“devel op a programme of work to inplenent the decisions of this Conference..in
col l aboration with international bodies and organisations, in particular FAO
Eur opean Forestry Comm ssion, UNECE Tinber Committee.. When the | ead
countries initiate this work, the secretariat, in close consultation with the
bureaux, will participate actively. Efforts will also be made to strengthen the
i nformal co-operation between organi sati ons whi ch has been devel oped in recent
years (e.g. through the Intersecretariat Wrking Group on forest statistics).

Joint FAO ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Technol ogy, Managenent and Trai ni ng

7. The Joint Conmmittee nmade a significant contribution to preparing the
Li sbon conference, and has uni que expertise in sonme of the areas identified as
deserving further work. In TIMEFC WP. 1/ 1998/ 2/ Add. 1, the Joint Conmittee was
invited to reflect what further contribution it mght make. The results of the
Joint Commttee’ s session, which takes place a few weeks before those of the
Conmittee and the Conmission, will be reported orally to their meetings.

Possi bl e new activities

8. On the basis of a detailed conparison of the final [IPF report
(E/CN. 17/1997/12) and the resol uti ons approved at Lisbon, the secretariat, in
consultation with the bureaux, has identified a nunber of activities which
appear to be in accordance with the priorities and strategic directions laid
down by the IPF and forest mnisters and which are in areas where ECE/ FAO has
a conparative advantage. These are as foll ows:

- Trade and environnment issues in the forest sector

- The rol e of European forest ecosystens in mitigation of climate change;

- The rol e and responsibility of European private forest owners;

- The forest sector and society: dialogue, comrunication, participation,
confrontation and di spute settl enent;

- Strategies to stinulate and pronote the sound use of wood and other forest
products as environnentally friendly and renewabl e materi al s;

- The rol e of wonen in the European forest sector
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Suggestions as to how these topics mght be addressed, and possible partners are
set out in the annex, as well as references to the texts, possible tinetables
and ot her remarks.

9. Although all the above suggestions appear individually useful and possible,
it is clearly unrealistic, with the resources available to the secretariat, to
attenpt all, or even nost of them Dependi ng on the nethods and tinescale
chosen, the secretariat considers that three out of the six proposals would be
the absolute maximumif quality standards are to be maintained. Even then, sone
contribution fromcountries, such as hosting neetings or participating in teans
of specialists would be necessary.

10. The Committee and the Commission are invited to discuss these proposals,
and any others which my energe from the discussion, assign priorities and
agree on any changes to the work programre.
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Annex 1
Proposal s for new activities by ECE FAO

Several points should be noted:

- all appear feasible within the present mandate and wor k nethods of ECE/ FAQ,
and based on the organisation’ s conparative advantage;

- so far, no operational neasures or exploratory discussions with possible
partners (even when they are nentioned) have been undertaken, pending the
prelimnary indications of the bureaux’ preferences.

Note: “IPF” refers to the final report of the IPF. *LGD, “L1” and “L2" refer
respectively to the General Declaration and the resolutions of the Lisbon
M ni sterial Conference.

khkkkkhkkkkkkkkx

Title: Trade and environnent issues in the forest and forest products sector
Type of activity: H gh level semnar, with participation from acaden cs and
policy makers, not only fromforest sector but also fromtrade and environnment
circles, with the intention of inproving dialogue between sectors

Possi bl e net hods: Sem nar, prepared by team of specialists.

Possi bl e partners: WO, ECE Environnment and Trade Divisions, EU WAF...

Time frame: Semi nar in 2000

Ref erences: |IPF Part IV

Title: The rol e of European forest ecosystens in mtigation of climte change
Type of activity: Synthesis study (country-by-country data on carbon stocks and
flows, in woody biomass, forest ecosystems — soils — and forest products

production, trade, consunption and recycling), possibly an identification of
possi ble mtigation strategies, possibly a sem nar/workshop to consider the
results

Possi bl e nmet hods: Careful use of TBFRA and ETTS V data by qualified scientists,
with possible policy input at a |later stage, formation of a team

Possi bl e partners: FCCC, scientific community

Time frane: 1999 (inplenent fast to be input into post Kyoto di scussion)
References: LGD 2 IV

Title: The rol e and responsibility of European private forest owners

Type of activity: Sem nar/special topic

Possi bl e nmet hods: Topics: viewpoints of main actors (private forest owners,
governnent, NGOs), regul atory franmework, economnmic framework, social franmework,
mechani sns for conmuni cation, consultation and participation, private forest
owners in CITs.

Possi bl e partners: EU, owners’ associations, FAO

Time frane: 2000 +

Ref erences: L1 passimespecially Il 1,2,3,7,9,10

Title: The forest sector and society: dialogue, conmunication
participation, confrontation and dispute settl enent
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Type of activity: Team and/ or sem nar

Possi bl e nethods: identification of issues, policy and research needs, case
st udi es

Possi bl e partners: academc community (e.g. sociologists), PR experts, and
policy makers. Possibility for co-operation/nmerger with Joint FAQ ECE/ILO
Committee on environmental education in forestry, although, in the
secretariat’s conception the issue of “the forest sector and society” would
be considerably w der than environmental education, but would address nore
fundamental questions of public participation in decision making (at what

| evel ?).

Time frane: ?

References: L1 11 1,2

Title: Strategies to stimulate and pronote the sound use of wood and ot her

forest based products as environmentally friendly and renewabl e nmaterial s.
Type of activity: Sem nar

Possi bl e nmethods: Preparation by team Possi bl e topics: broad strategic
directions (explanation, pronotion, consultation), target audi ences, nethods
(e.g. life-cycle studies), exanples of success and failure.

Possi bl e partners: PR team researchers (on life cycle), NGCs. It is
important to bring every one together and not encourage the converted to
preach to each ot her

Time frane: 2000

Ref er ences: L1 1l 8, IPF Part |V para. 131

Title: Rol e of women in European forest sector

Type of activity: Team of experts, leading to a sem nar

Possi bl e met hods: Preparation by teamon the basis of networking, exchange of
experience, pilot studies, leading to a more general synthesis

Possi bl e partners: ILO, FAO Ronme, national wonen foresters groups, forest
owner s’ associ ations

Time frane: 2000

Ref erences: L1 Il 4,5 ECE Plan of Action (“mainstreamng the gender
per spective”)
Note: Ms. |. Faugére, working as an intern in the Tinber Section, has prepared

a list of the main issues and questions, which could serve as a prelimnary
outline for a semnnar, or for a teamis work. This outline is reproduced in
annex 2, as an introduction to a topic which has been little discussed at the
i nternational |evel previously, except in a very few countries.
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Annex 2
Possi bl e topics on the role of women in European forestry

Unli ke nost of the other topics proposed, the question of the role of wonen

in European forestry has been Ilittle developed at the national or
international level, and there is little comon understandi ng of what are the
mai n i ssues included under this rather vague heading. The secretariat
therefore profited froman internship by Ms. |. Faugére in July and Septenber

1998 to identify as a basis for discussion, sonme mgjor topics which could be
the subject of future work, either at the national or international I|evel.

The topics below have been identified starting from broad, high |Ievel
conferences, notably UNCED, the Beijing Conference on Wnen and the Wrld
Forestry Congress in Antalya, and interviews with a wide range of people with
some interest in the topic. There is very little witten material outside the
Nordi c countries?.

It is quite likely that after further discussion and perhaps research this
initial list will be nodified, perhaps profoundly.

1. National (macro) I|eve

1.1 National forest policies and their inplenentation (is there any
consi deration of gender issues?)

1.2 National judicial system notably as regards property law, marriage
i nheritance

1.3 National education policies and progranmmes (initiation to the environnent
and to forests, education of wonen in sectors traditionally “reserved “ for
men, type of training avail abl e, PR canpaigns)

1.4 Labour market conditions (unenpl oynment and vacancy |evels, by branch or
occupati onal group)

1.5 Environnent protection policies

2. Internediate |eve

2.1 Influence of |local and regional bodies (powers, their conception of their
rol e, action undertaken on gender issues)

2.2 Networks, associations, cooperatives

3. Personal (mcro) |eve

The foll owi ng questions should be broken down by forest ownership (managed or
not managed, large or small) enterprises (by size and by sector of activity).
Public adm ni strations also play an inportant role. The famly dinmension is
al so inportant.

3.1 Who are the wonen in European forestry?

- nunber, age

- role (owner, managers, enployees, spouses, “inactive”, students ..)

- background (how did they become invol ved: personal choice, inheritance,

1

Most of the work on wonen in forestry concentrates on conditions in devel oping
countries and is not easily transferable to European conditions.
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marri age, chancel ?)

- education/training (school, university, famly and friends, self-taught,
ext ensi on courses)

- know edge of forest/sustainabl e devel opnent issues

3.2 What do they do?

- exact tasks, (manual work, book-keeping, rural tourism and other not
strictly forest linked activities, PR, etc. etc.)

- hierarchical position

- sectors (forestry, industry, admnistration etc.)

3.3 How do they do it?

- how was their rol e defined?

- what is their real influence?
- recent changes, specialisation

3.4 Difficulties encountered

- sal ary/ pronotion,

- participation in decision nmaking,
- social difficulties

3.5 What are their plans and wi shes (professional and personal)

- career plans

- strategic directions of their enterprise

- node of transm ssion of forest property or of famly businesses

3.6 VWhat are their consunption patterns?

- criteria for choice

- attitude to forest products (seen as environnentally friendly?)
- attitude to certified forest products.

Remar ks:

- in many areas, there will be an acute shortage of quantified data: this
shoul d not prevent a discussion of the issues.

- enphasi s shoul d be put on the extra di nensi on which wonen can bring to the
Eur opean forest sector.



