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I nt roducti on

1. This docunment provides information on those projects contained in the
programme of work of other principal subsidiary bodies (PSBs) of the Comm ssion
which are related to the work of the Tinber Committee. The ECE Plan of Action
(see docurent TIM 1997/5) calls for cooperation and coordi nati on among PSBs and
secretariat divisions in view of fostering intersectoral |inkages and cross-
sectoral concerns. The strengthening of intersectoral activities contributes
to enlarging the bearing of ECE work and increasing its inpact.

2. The activities of FAOof interest to the Conmttee are set out in the annex
to this docurment. Delegations wi shing further information on specific topics
are invited to contact the Tinber Commttee secretariat, which would be happy
to provide the name of the appropriate contact person at the FAO headquarters
i n Rone.

3. The Conmmittee may wish to consider in the light of the present docunent,
whet her any nodifications are necessary in its draft programme of work (to be
di scussed under item6 of the provisional agenda) and whet her cooperation wth
ot her ECE Principal Subsidiary Bodi es should be further enhanced.

Progranme elenents in the work progranme of the ECE of concern to the Tinber
Committee

Envi r onnment
| mpl ement ati on of Environmental Progranme for Europe

4. The Sofia Conference in Qctober 1995 endorsed the Environmental Progranmme
for Europe (EPE) and entrusted the Commttee on Environnmental Policy to oversee
this process, and report onits inplenmentation. The Commttee on Environnental
Policy, in cooperation with the European Environment Agency (EEA), will assess
the inplementation of EPE from the policy point of view To this end the
Committee will ask contributions from other ECE PSBs, including the Tinber
Commttee. The EEA is a partner for TBFRA 2000.

Regi onal promotion of the inplenentati on of Agenda 21

5. Al the activities of the Commttee on Environnental Policy pronote the
regi onal inplenentation of Agenda 21. The Comm ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent
(CSD) nonitors at the global |evel the inplenentation of the follow up to UNCED.
The Ceneral Assenbly at its special session in 1997 recognized the need to
decentralize the inplenentation of Agenda 21 and to entrust |arger
responsibilities to regional Economc Conm ssions. The Committee on
Environmental Policy will discuss at its next session concrete proposals onits
role in reviewing, assessing and reporting on regional progress in the
i npl enent ati on of Agenda 21, which will be carried out in cooperation with the
UNEP Regional Ofice for Europe. The Tinber Section participates in the ECE
i nterdivisional Task Force on sustai nabl e devel opnent and will contribute to ECE
activities, providing input for the tinber and forest sectors.
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Envi ronment al perfornmance revi ews

6. The Committee on Environnental Policy reviews the performance of ECE
countries which are not menbers of CECD, on how t hey neet donestic environment al
policy objectives and relevant international commtnents. The environmental
perfornmance reviews also support the Environnental Programre for Europe and
nonitor national progress inthe inplenentation of Agenda 21. The Ti nber Section
advi ses the Environment Divisionon forestry and ti nber aspects of these revi ews.

Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution

7. The Convention's International cooperative programre on the assessment and
nonitoring of air pollution effects on forests, collects conprehensive and
conparable information on changes in forests under actual environnental
conditions (inparticular air pollution, as well as other stresses) with the view
of determ ning cause-effect relationships. National and transnational surveys
are carried out in cooperation with the European Comm ssion using harnoni zed
met hodol ogy. The task force programme is | ed by Gernany and t he Hanbur g Feder al
Research Centre for Forestry and Forest Products. This EUICP programe will
provi de and anal yse data on forest condition for TBFRA 2000.

Environnment al data base devel opnent and di ssem nati on
8. The environnental data base is being developed into an International
Environmental Data Service (IEDS). |EDS will have a forestry and tinber
conponent to which the Tinber Section will contribute.

Economi ¢ Anal ysi s

Revi ew of econom c devel opnments, problenms and prospects in the ECE region

9. The ECE Plan of Action agreed that the Economc Survey of Europe would
further concentrate on the anal ysi s of econoni c devel oprments and probl ens in the
transition economes and on their economc and financial relations with other
countries of ECE and the rest of the world. These will be reflected in the new
formof the survey which will be conposed of three issues a year. The Economc
Survey of Europe constitutes an inportant input to the introductory chapter on
the economc situation of countries of the ECE region of the Forest Products
Annual Market Review, which enables the Tinber Section to provide high quality
nmacr oeconom ¢ anal ysi s as background to the specialized analysis in the Review
at mninal cost.

Tr ade

Capacity building to inprove trade finance and investnent prospects for the
Russi an timber sector

10. The UNECE trade division is currently developing the project "Capacity
building to i nprove trade finance and i nvestment for the Russian tinber sector".
The project ains at inproving the ability of participating enterprises to obtain
trade finance and to attract investnent. The |ong-termobjective is to inprove
t he trade perfornmance of the Russian forest sector by contributing specific trade
facilitation, export finance and investment conponents for the devel opnent of
the sector. The Tinber Section is advising the project coordinator on tinber
i ssues.
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Human Settl enents

Devel oprment of human settlenents statistics

11. Together with the Conference of European Statisticians, the Coomittee on
Human Settlenments develops and inproves international human settlenents
statistics, which are published in the Annual Bulletin of Housing and Buil di ng
Statistics for Europe and North America. The Conmmttee on Human Settl enments will
prepare with the Conference of European Statisticians and EURCSTAT,
reconmmendat i ons for housi ng censuses to i npl enent the ECE programre of indi cators
for the sustainabl e devel opment of human settlenents. This work shoul d i nprove
the quality of the data available to the Tinber Section for analysis of trends
for housing, the major user of sawnwood and panel s.
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ANNEX
FAO ACTIVITIES OF | NTEREST TO THE ECE TI MBER COW TTEE

For est Managenent

1. FAOs Forestry Departnent has been involved in, or instrumental in
catal yzing and hel ping pursue, a nunber of international, regional and eco-
regional initiativesoncriteriaandindicators for sustainabl e forest nanagenent
in accordance with its nandate and priorities. These include col | aboration with
European countries within the framework of the "Hel sinki Process" (the "Pan-
Eur opean Process"), which focuses on the devel opment of criteria and indicators
for the sustainabl e managenent of forests in 37 countries in Europe.

Forest Resources Assessnent

2. Activities have, since finalization and publication of information related
to the dobal Forest Resources Assessment 1990 (FRA 1990), concentrated on
devel opnent of conmon, internationally accepted strategi es and net hodol ogi es for

FRA 2000, includi ng comron definitions and cl assifications; and the publication
of interiminfornmation in the 1997 State of the Wrld' s Forests- report. FAO
col | aborates closely with the Econoni ¢ Comm ssion for Europe in this programre,

in which ECE, within the overall framework of the global programme, is
responsi bl e for the assenbly, anal ysis and di ssem nation of data fromdevel oped
countries, including Europe. FRA 2000 will rely essentially on the two data
acqui sition tool s:

- analysis of existing reliable country data (for developed countries
coll ected by the ECE/ FAO Liaison Ofice in Geneva, using a questionnaire
approach); and

- a study based on a sanmple of high resolution satellite data. Country
capacity building is a simultaneous activity which, anong others, will
facilitate data acquisition. The FRA programre includes maintenance and
updati ng of the Forest Resources Infornation System(FORI'S) and devel opnent
of guidelines, conmputerized tools and commonly agreed upon definitions and
classifications for forest inventory. In the execution of the latter task
ECE has played a lead role. FRA 2000 has to neet denands from the
international community to broaden the scientific know edge and the
statistical database available in order to better understand t he ecol ogi cal,
economic, cultural and social functions perforned by all types of forests.
External funding supplenments RP funding of the progranme. Wthin the
framewor k of the FRA programme, FAO published, in 1997, Forestry Paper 134,
entitled "Estimating bionass and bionass change of tropical forests - a
priner."

Forest Protection

3. Activities have concentrated on direct support to menber countries in the
devel opnent of integrated pest strategies in forestry, and to counteract pest
and di sease attacks in natural forests and plantations. In Europe, activities
i ncl ude assistance in the devel opment of integrated strategies for the conbat
of the Nun Mdth (Lymantria nonaca) in Lithuania; support to simlar activities
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i n Pol and; and assistance to Bulgaria in the conbat of the Gypsy Moth (Lymantria
di spar). A workshop organized in collaboration with the International Plant
CGenetic Resources Institute, IPGR, resulted in the joint publication of the
bookl et, "Quidelines for the Safe Movenent of Pine Gernplasnt, el aborated in the
course of a workshop on the subject held in Czechosl ovakia in 1996. Assistance
was given to Turkey in the devel opnent of nodern forest fire strategies.

Forest Cenetic Resources, Tree |nprovenent

4. Activities are based on the collaboration with national institutes in the
col l ection, exchange, evaluation, conservation and enhancenent of genetic
resources of tree species of social, economc and environnental value. Cne of
three international workshops on forest genetic resources were held in 1995 in
col | aboration with the EUFCRGEN Network coordi nated by the International Pl ant
CGenetic Resources Institute (I PGR), concerned Eur opean Forest Geneti ¢ Resour ces.
The wor kshop provided early information on forest genetic resources activities
and priorities in the region, and can serve as a possible "nodel" for simlar
di scussion in other ecol ogical regions, as requested by the 13th Session of the
Commttee on Forestry (Rone March 1997). FAO publishes an annual news bulletin,
Forest Genetic Resources. The bulletin, and other relevant infornation, has
recently been nmade available on the Internet, supported by the devel oprment of
an FAO Hone Page on forest genetic resources. A nunber of najor articles, with
focus on harnoni sing genetic conservation and utilisation of forest resources,
have been provi ded over the past years by European institutes and scientists.
The FAO d obal Information Systemon Forest Genetic Resources (REFORGEN), being
devel oped in close collaboration with national institutes in nenber countries
and i nternational organisations includes infornmation on genetic resources of nost
Eur opean countries, provided by menber countries in response to a questionnaire
on forest genetic resources, conpl ement ed by ot her sources. FAQ in collaboration
with national and international collaborators (including the DANI DA Forest Seed
Centre in Dennmark), is currently developing a practical guide to the in situ
conservation of forest genetic resources.

5. The International Poplar Commission (IPC, established 50 years ago in
France, brings together all who are involved in the growing and utilisation of
popl ars and wi | | ows, includi ng managers, academ cs, researchers, industrialists,
conservationists and tree breeders- and governmental and non-governnent al
organi sations, universities, research institutes and the private sector.
Representation of European countries in the IPCis traditionally very strong.
The two | ast nmeetings of the IPCand its Executive Commttee, were held in Europe
(Turkey 1994; and Hungary 1996).

6. The FAO Panel of Experts on Forest Gene Resources, hel ps reviewwork carried
out in the field of forest genetic resources, world-wi de, including the state
of forest genetic resources in Europe and priorities for action. In this regard,
t he Panel regul arly conpiles and updates regional |lists of priority tree speci es,
specifying their nmain uses and ranking the corresponding priorities for action
in exploration, collection, conservation, enhancenent and use of their genetic
resources. The ninth Session of the Panel was held in Rome in 1995.
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Sout h- East Asi a regi onal outl ook study

7. At its sixteenth session, the Asia-Pacific Forestry Comm ssion took severa
steps towards becom ng nore active between sessions and thereby strengthening
its roles. Anong other things, it endorsed a proposal to carry out a regiona
outl ook study, the report of which is to be considered at its next session in
early 1998. Gven the rapidly growi ng i nportance of the Asia-Pacific region in
consunption and trade of forest products and its role in global environmenta
services of forests, the outcone of this study is expected to be of interest to
Europe. The Conmi ssion al so established an ad hoc group to pronote sustainabl e
forest nanagenent and, specifically, to work towards a possibl e regional code
of harvesting practice."

Environnental | y Sound Forest Harvesting

(a) The FAO Mbdel Code of Forest Harvesting Practice

8. FAO has recently published the FAO Mdel Code in English, French and
Spani sh. Its primary objective is to pronote forest harvesting practices that
i nprove standards of wutilisation and reduce environmental inpacts, thereby
contributing to the conservation of forests through their w se use.

The information provided in the Code has been conpiled with the intent of
hi ghl i ghting the wi de range of environmental |y sound harvesting practices that
are available to forest nanagers. This will permt policy-makers to devel op
national, regional or local codes of practice which wll best serve the
particul ar needs of government agencies, the private sector, non-governnenta
organi sations and ot her constituents.

(b) Case Studies on Environnmentally Sound Forest Qperations

9. FAO collaborates with governnent agencies, private conpanies and
institutions to field test environnentally sound forest harvesting techni ques
and systens highlighted inthe FAOMdel Code. Efforts are devoted to identifying
systens which require only a nodest level of investment in training and
technology. The follow ng case studies have been finalised and are being
publ i shed:

- Forest Harvesting in Natural Forests of the Congo;

- Environmental |y Sound Forest Harvesting, Testing the Applicability of the
FAO Mbdel Code in the Amazon, Brazil;

- Reduced | nmpact Wod Harvesting in Tropical Natural Forest in |Indonesia.

(c) The FAO Forest Harvesting Bulletin

10. The FAO Forest Harvesting Bulletin reports on FAOs programres and
activities, highlights enmerging issues and conflicts and particularly new
advances i n reduci ng the envi ronnental inpact of forest harvesting, in inproving
tinmber utilisation, generating enployment and i ncorme, preventing forest workers
accident and limting health risks in forest operations. It is published once
per year.
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(d) Harvesting Sem nars and Workshops

11. An International Research Training Sem nar on Reduced Ti nber Harvesting and
Nat ural Forest Managenent was held from29 June to 12 July in Bolivia, sponsored
by BOLFOR, G FOR, FAO and USA. A | UFRO FAO Seminar on Forest Qperations in
H rmal ayan Forest, with Special Consideration of Ergononic and Soci o-econonic
Problens will be held in Qctober 1997 in Bhutan. Proceedi ngs of the follow ng
Seninars are avail abl e:

- Econom ¢ and Managenent of Forest (perations for Countries in Transition to
Mar ket Econonies, Ot/ Grunden;

- Forest Codes of Practice Contributing to Environnentally Sound Forest
operations, Feldafing, Gernany;

- Research on Environmentally Sound Forest Practices to Sustain Tropical
Forests, Tanpere, Finland.

(e) Environnentally Friendly Forest Engineering

12. Presently the Proceedings Report of the FAQ ECEH | LO neeting in Romania on
Environmental |y Sound Forest Roads and Wod Transport is under preparation.
Initiatives have been taken to carry out two case studies on reduced inpact
forest road construction techniques, preparation of a manual on forest road
surveying in difficult terrain and a filnstrip and road surveying and
construction.

Trade anal ysis of forest products

13. Although thereis little work inthe trade area that is specific to Europe,
all issues being addressed have either direct of indirect relationship to that
region. For exanple work of note is that concerning the assessment of forestry
trade policy issues such as trends in trade restrictions, certification and
| abel i ng schenes as a means of encouragi ng sustai nabl e forest managenent, and
the factors affecting changing global and regional trade flows. The
interrelationships between trade and the environment is an issue receiving
i ncreasi ng focus.

14. Two trade reports were published during the period: one covering Trade
Barriers Affecting Non-Wod Forest Products was produced as assistance to those
i nvol ved with trade in these products; and a second titled | npact of the U uguay
Round on I nternational Trade in Forest Products as an i nput to policy devel opnent
for wood products trade. Enphasis continued to be placed on the issue of using
certification and | abel ling as a means of encouragi ng t he sustai nabl e managenent
of forests. FAOis nmonitoring the various activities and providi ng gui dance and
assi stance on the subject. A position paper was prepared indicating FAO s
opposition to unilateral forns of inport trade restrictions such as bans and
boycotts; and another covered the current situation regarding certification and
FAO s views on the subject.

15. Contact and co-operationw th the International Tropical Tinber O ganisation
(ITTO continued at its meetings held in Japan i n Novenber 1996 and in Bolivia
in My 1997. Information on FAO and ECE\ FAO activities was provided to nenber
countries attending.
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Forest Products Marketing Progranme

16. The Forest Products Marketing Programme which is inplenmented under a sub-
programme el emrent of the FAO Regul ar Programre enphasi ses the inportance of
forest products marketing as a vital part of sustainable utilisation of forest
resources and contributes to strengthening forest products narketing practices
and related institutional capacities through inproved information and human
resource capabilities.

17. Forest products marketing issues were highlighted through papers prepared
and presented at several international neetings dealing with the devel oprent of
the wood and non-wood forest products sectors. These included the XX Wrld
Congress of | UFRO (Tanpere, Finland), Conference on Donestication, Production
and Wilisation of New Orops (Southanpton, UK), |UFRO International Conference
for Working G oup on Forest Products Marketing (Tofino, Canada) and others. A
docunent on Marketing Forestry and Agroforestry by Rural Peopl e was prepared and
published as a joint effort with other progranmmes to sensitise the rural
devel opnent initiatives to the inportance of marketing and to assist in
i ntroduci ng marketing function in |ocal-level operations. In order to inprove
access to narketing information a Conpendi um of Conputer-Based Databases of
Rel evance to Forest Products Marketing was prepared and di ssem nated for testing
pur poses and wor k pl an devel oped for its updating, expansion and conversion into
an electronic format. A nunber of case studies on forest products marketing
practices were prepared. Sone of the case studies and other reports were used
as material for training in two Wrkshops on the Devel opnent of Marketing of
Sawnwood Products in Countries in Transition to Market Econom es organi sed under
t he auspi ces of the ECE Tinber Conmittee by the host governments of Hungary and
Estonia, respectively, in co-operation with the Finnish Mnistry of Agriculture
and Forestry and the FAO Forestry Departrment. The naterial prepared for the
Wrkshops also included “An Assessment of Needs for Marketing Training in
Sawm I ling Industry in North-western Russia”. Wth enphasis on the countries
in transition Quidelines for Strengthening and Establishment of Log Auction
Systens were prepared. Technical backstopping was given to the field programre
of FAO of which one TCP project in Latvia provided assistance in an i nprovemnent
of sawn softwood gradi ng and contract forns.

Medi um Ter m Pr ogr anme:

18. Several mjor trends both on the supply and the dermand side of forest
products markets are having an increasing and significant inpact on forest
products marketing. Trends towards sustainable forest management practices,
i ncreasi ng use of plantation grown raw materials and residues are affecting the
quantity and type of wood and non-wood forest products and consequently the ways
in which they are to be marketed. The trend toward production of val ue-added
products is drastically changing the narketing practices fromrelatively sinple
commodity marketing to sophisticated consuner narketing of high-value goods.
Rapi d popul ati on growth, urbani sation and changi ng age structure of popul ati on
are increasing and changi ng t he denand for forest products and the ways i n which
the consunmers want themto be supplied. The changes taking place in countries
in transition are placing their forest products industries in a dramatically
di fferent marketing environment. FAOwi |l continue, through its Forest Products
Marketing Programme, to respond to the energing i ssues by increasi ng awar eness
of the inportance of marketing, inproving access to narketing infornation and
strengthening institutional capacities in forest products narketing.
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G obal Fibre Supply Study (GFSS)

19. The general objective of the study is to contribute reliable data,
i nfornmation, forecasts and anal ysis of industrial fibre sources. The GFSS wil |
i ncl ude a conpil ation of the | atest avail abl e i nventory data, including recovered
and non-wood fibre. It will also include a projection and analysis of future
devel opnents in fibre supply, based on explicit consideration of the major
factors affecting supply.

20. The available inventory reports and other literature sources for major
fibre-produci ng countries in Latin Arerica, Asia-Pacific and Africa have now been
reviewed for forest inventory data. Information regarding Europe and Siberia
have al so been reviewed, primarily from The Qutlook for the European Forest
Resources and Roundwood Supply 1995 published by the Econonic Conmission for
Europe and from the Russian Forest Study undertaken by the International
Institute of Applied Systens Analysis. Data on North Anerica are now being
conpil ed to conpl ete the gl obal overview There will be information on sone 110
countries in the database, accounting for a high proportion of global industrial
roundwood supply. Data on additional countries will be added | ater as resources
permt.

21. Supply forecasting nethods have al so been devel oped for the major industri al

fibre sources - natural and sem-natural forests, industrial plantations,

recovered fibre and non-wood fibre. The purpose of these forecasts is to exam ne
the rate of change inindustrial fibre supply sources and the critical tines when
abrupt changes night occur. Three scenarios wll be developed to describe
different futures. Prelimnary results will be used as input to the upcom ng FAO
Asia-Pacific Forestry Sector Qutlook Study.

22. The major products of the G-SS will incl ude:

- A dat abase accessible on-line through the Internet providing estimtes of
commer ci al wood vol unes fromnatural, sem-natural and plantation forests;

- A statistical and descriptive report on the data and three fibre-supply
scenari 0os which are based on factors deened to be the nost critical

- A wor ki ng paper describing in detail the nethods for data conpilation, gap
filling, data validation, forecasting and definitions, survey forns and
country list;

- A series of additional working papers on sustainable forest managenent,

inproved productivity from industrial forest plantations, fibre supply

nodel | i ng, and recovered and non-wood fi bre;

An issue of Unasylva dedicated to the theme of global fibre supply.

Non- Wood For est Products (NWP)

(a) Gathering, analysis and dissenination of key technical information on NWP
of relevance to the ECE

23. Specific categories of NWP and relevant issues in relation to their
devel opment are highlighted in the publication series, ‘Non-Wod Forest
Products’. N ne vol umes have been published to date including: Flavours and
Fragrances of Plant Oigin; Natural Colorants and dyestuffs; Edible Nuts; Non-
Wod Forest Products for Rural Incone and Sustainable Forestry; Trade
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restrictions affecting international trade in non-wood forest products; and
Dorrest i cati on and Conmerci al i sati on of NWFP t hrough Agroforestry Systens.

24. In line with the recomrendations of the Wrld Food Summit (Rorme 1996),
special attention has been given to focus on non-wood forest resources that are
(or have the potential to be) used as food, food additives, or for medicinal
purposes. In this regard, the Non-wood Forest Products series will publish
vol umes on Tropical Palns, and Medicinal Plants in 1997. Vol umes on ‘ Harvesting
of NWFP', and * The Contri bution of NWFP to food security’ (working titles only)
are presently being studied or are under devel opnent.

25. O Particular relevance to the ECE is the follow ng issue, which is nowin
the process of proof reading and editing: "NON-WXCD FOREST PRODUCTS FROM
CONl FERS'. Thi s publ i cati on docunents t he many i nportant NWFPs whi ch are obt ai ned
fromconifer forests and has nany references on European exanpl es.

(b) Appraisal of the socio-economic contribution of NWFP in the ECE countries

26. Conprehensive statistical data on production and trade of NWFP i s essenti al
for accurate appraisal of their true soci o-econom c contribution to sustainabl e
devel opnent. This, in turn, will facilitate the el aboration (and acceptance by
policy and senior decision nmakers) of appropriate policies leading to a nore
equitabl e access to non-wood forest resources and to a fair distribution of
benefits obtained from NWP. Al though FAO has already assenbled a wealth of
i nformati on on the socio-economc role of many NWP, the information base is
still far from being conprehensive or global in scope.

27. Based on responses to a questionnaire used to identify all those agenci es,
conpanies and individuals who are involved in one way or another with the
pronotion and devel oprent of NWFP, and nay have soci o-econom ¢ data on NWP, a
dat abase is under developed to store and retrieve data on: organisations,
agenci es and conpani es; the location and kind of products which are the focus
of their work; the socio-econonic contribution of NWP, critical gaps inthematic
i ssues or geographic coverage. A directory of organisations involved in NWP
(including those fromthe ECE countries) will be published under the Non-Wod
Forest Products series and will also be available on the Internet by 1998.

(c) Inproved networking on NWFP devel opnent activities in ECE countries

28. To inprove networking, an annual bulletin, ‘Non-Wod News', conpiled from
voluntary contributions links nore than 1,400 relevant individuals and
organi sations world-wide (with close to one third of all references from ECE
countries). Recent issues of this bulletin are available on the Internet

(http://ww. fao.org/ waicent/faoinfo/forestry/ nwnews).

29. To increase awareness on NWP and strengthen national collaboration at the
regional |evel, FAO s Wod and Non-wood Products Wilisation Branch (FOPW has
organi sed three regi onal expert consultations: Asia and Pacific Regi on, Bangkok,
Thai | and, 1991; Angl ophone African Countries, Arusha, Tanzania, 1993; Latin
Areri ca and Cari bbean, Santiago, Chile , 1994). Two gl obal expert consultations
have al so been organi sed: ‘Social, Economic and Qultural D nensions of NWP,
Bangkok, Thailand, 1994; and the ‘Inter-regi onal Expert Consultation on NAWNP,
Yogakarta, |ndonesia, 1995. During 1997, two wor kshops were be co-organi zed by
FOPW ‘Medicinal, Qulinary and Aronmatic Plants in the Near East’, Cairo, Egypt,
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19-21 May; and ‘ Expert Consultation on NWFP from Boreal forests’, in Finland,
from?29 Septenber till 2 Qctober. In addition, preparation has started for an
expert consultation on ‘NWFP from North American forests’, to be held in
conjunction with the NAFC nmeeting in autumm 1998.

30. The heterogeneous nature of NWP and the nultitude of their end-uses calls
for multi-disciplinary involvenment and coordinated efforts. A nunber of
activities have been started recently in collaboration wth other agencies and
NCCs, deal ing with specific aspects of NWFP, incl udi ng: UNI DO (processi ng), | CRAF
(donestication), Gfts of Health (a WK-based NGO on nedici nal plants).

Wod energy

31. Wthin the framework of WETT, Wod Energy Today for Tormorrow, the Wod
energy programme has prepared a technical document divided in 2 parts:

PART A: Analysis of the role of wood energy in Europe and CECD countries. This
report provide a quantitative and qualitative analysis of the use of wood for
energy in the countries involved in this region. In brief, it can be said that;
inall the groups exam ned, about 30 -50%of the total wood renoved fromforests
isultimately used for energy purposes. However, only a snall amount is directly
derived fromthe forests with a great amount of wood fuels derived from ot her
sources such as forest industry by-products, black liquor (frompulp and paper
i ndustries) and recovered wood. It also clearly shows that although wood ener gy
accounts for about only 3 % of total primary energy supplies in the 15 EU
countries in countries |like Sweden and Finland the contribution of forest energy
have reach hi gher than 16%

PART B: An overview of data available on wood energy in Europe and CECD
countries. It gives an overvi ew and conpari son of avail abl e data on wood ener gy
from5 main international sources: FAQ UNECE EURCSTAT, |EA and Law ence
Ber kel ey Laboratory. The main results of these analysis is conpiled in 8 tables
for each organisation analysed (a total of 40 tables) in order to facilitate
nut ual conpari son of data avail abl e for 42 countries grouped as fol | ows: European
Uni on, CECD non- Eur ope and Europe non-EU. One cl ear | esson | earnt fromthis study
is that there are tremendous differences anong the statistical data provi ded by
t he agenci es anal ysed. Another lessonis the |arge variety of definitions, units
and conversion factors used by the different agencies involved. This has |ed
to the preparation of an Unified Wod Energy Term nol ogy i n whi ch t he Whod Ener gy
Programme is now invol ved with other rel evant organisations such as ECE tinber
committee, | EA, EURCSTAT and many other inportant regional organisations.

Dryl and Forestry and Desertification

32. The forestry Departrment is following and supporting the efforts being
devel oped i n Sout hern Europe to devel op the European annex to the UN Convention
to conbat Desertification. Spain and Portugal have been support both the
processes at regional and world-wide levels. The Forest resources division
participated in and supported t he Regi onal Conference on Desertification in the
Northern Mediterranean organi zed by Spain in June 1995. It al so supported the
neeting organi zed by Portugal in June 1996, in cooperation with two African
countries ( Cape Verde and Senegal) in support to the IPF process (Programre
el ement 1.4 Fragil e Ecosystens affected by drought and desertification) focusing
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on the issue of Rehabilitation of degraded forest Ecosystens. The neeting was
held in cooperation with FAO and was attended by 124 participants from 58
countries including Europe. ne of the working groups of the meeting focused
on Southern Europe and issued a nunber of recommendations addressing both
domest i ¢ approaches to desertification and dryl and devel oprment i n Sout hern Eur ope
and international technical cooperation. The Economc role of tree formations
i n Sout hern Europe were included in the concerns of the G oup.

Activities of Silva Mediterranea

33. After the Committee On Mediterranean Forestry Questions held its sixteenth
session in Larnaca, Cyprus, its functions were reaffirmed as a body special i zed
in Mediterranean forest questions linking all nations sharing the Mediterranean
rim activities have continued within the cooperative research networks, but
there is a real need for an upsurge of interest in the work and cooperative
approach chanpioned by it; there were mxed feelings during |ast COFO on the
future of the Commttee. The najor aspects of its activities during the period
are the foll ow ng:

- publication of a Directory of Seed Sources of the Mediterranean Conifers for
the Production of Seeds to be used in reforestation prograns w th support
from Turkey, namely the Forest Tree and Seeds |nprovenent Research
Drectorate with which a contract was established;

- support to the data collection and data base establishment relating to
forest fires and training activities in the region through a project
supported by a French trust Fund;

- support to the process of forest sector planning through a trust fund
project funded by Italy (“Support to Sustainable Forest Conservation,
Managerent and Devel opnment in Sel ected Mediterranean Countries”);

- support to and participation in, the First International Forest Fire
Managerment Forumorgani zed jointly by European Union, the French Mnistries
of Agriculture and of the Interior in June 1997 in Marseilles, France.

34. Wthin the Conmittee’s secretariat FAO participated in the first general
Assenbl y of the International Association for Mediterranean Forests” (| AMF) after
previously exploring with its present managenent areas of potential cooperation

in their major immediate projects including nanely i) the pronotion of
decentral i sed cooperative programes; ii) their active participation and
contribution to the 11th Wrld Forestry Congress and iii) the preparation of

a Mediterranean Forestry Congress; iv)the establishment of an international
i nfornmati on exchange network including the use of the Internet.

WAt er shed Managenent and Sust ai nabl e nmountai n Devel opnent

35. FAO as task manager of chapter 13 Sustai nabl e Mount ai n Devel opnent support ed
and participated in the following activities pertinent to Europe and of sone
interest to the Tinber conmmittee.
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36. The first session of the European Intergovernnental Consultation on
Sust ai nabl e Mountai n Devel opnment took place in Avienore, Scotland from 23-26
April 1996. 12 national del egations and several observer del egations attended;
the Consultation laid the base of the European cooperative nmountain programre
that will have to be finalized at the follow ng Session in Trento;

37. The second session took place in Trento, Italy from7-11 Cctober 1996. 21
national delegations, including the EC and a dozen observer organizations
participated. The result was a docurment entitled “Toward sustai nabl e mountain
devel opnent in Europe”, which takes into consideration both sessions of the
i ntergovernmental consultation as well as the results of the NGO conference on
Eur opean mountai ns held in Toul ouse in July:

(i) The hol ding of the European NGO Conference on Sustainable Muntain
Devel opnent was in Toul ouse, France on 4-7 July 1996 and invol ved
partici pants from24 European countries; it was an integral part of the
overall European process on followup to Chapter 13 and provided
i nportant inputs to the final docurent of the European I ntergovernment al
Consul tation on Sustai nabl e Mountai n Devel opnent ;

(ii) The holding of the 19th Session of the European Wrking Party on
Mount ai n Wat er shed Managenent, which took place on 1-5 July 1996 in
Li Il ehanmer (Norway). The neeting was considered a success and was
attended by 64 del egat es and observers from 14 EFC nenber countries and
11 non- Eur opean countries. Amrong the naj or recommendati ons produced by
the session are:

- continue and finalize the devel opnent of the nission of the Wrking party;

- continuation in participation in the follow up to resolution 4 of the
Strasbourg Mnisterial Conference on Forest protection in Europe;

- hei ght ened attenti on on silvicul ture and sustai nabl e nanagenent of nountain
forests and environnental and social aspects;

- restoration of degraded lands in nountain regions involving technical
environnental and social aspects; effects of forest fires on soi
degradati on i n wat er sheds;

- i ndi cators concerning sustainable nountain forest managenent, including
indicators for the conservation of biological diversity;

- follow up and new arrangenments regarding the inplenentation of UNCED
chapter 13.



