UNITED

NATIONS

Economic and Social
Council

Di str.
GENERAL

TI M 1997/ 5
23 July 1997

Qiginal: ENGAISH

ECONOM C COW SSI ON FCR EURCPE

TI MBER COW TTEE
Fifty-fifth session

REVI EW OF ACTIVITIES SINCE THE FI FTY- FOURTH SESSI ON
AND PROGRAMVE OF WORK FOR 1998- 2002

(Item 6 of the Provisional Agenda)

Note by the secretariat

This document contains a brief overview of
activities in 1996/97, and identifies four issues
which appear to require the attention of the
Committee. On the basis of this review and
discussion, as well as the ECE Plan of Action,
the Committee is invited to approve a
programme of work, a rank ordering of
programme elements, and a list of forthcoming
meetings, on the basis of the drafts in annexes
1, 2 and 3.

GE. 97- (E)



TIM 1997/ 5
page 2

I nt roducti on

1. Under this agenda item the Commttee is invited to reviewactivities since
its last session and to approve a programe of work for 1998-2002. 1In order to
enable the Committee to focus its discussion on questions of priority and
strategic direction, the organi sation of the di scussions under this agenda item
and of the present docunent, have been changed.

2. The present docunent contains:

- a short overview of all activities carried out under the Commttee's
auspi ces between Cctober 1996 and Cctober 1997, with references to other
docunents (e.g. reports of neetings) where fuller information may be
obt ai ned;

- an indication of those points of decision or discussion to which the
Commttee nmay wish to devote priority attention;

- a draft programre, which the Conmitteeis invitedtoreviewin detail, adapt
i f necessary and approve.

3. Suppl ermrentary docunentation for this agenda itemincludes the foll ow ng:
- information on activities which are not reported el sewhere:
-- report of the study tour in the Baltic states (TIM1997/5/ Add. 1)

-- team of specialists on recycling, energy and nmarket interactions
(TI'M 1997/ 5/ Add. 2)

-- Tenperate and Boreal Forest Resource Assessnent 2000 (TIM 1997/5/ Add. 3)
-- teamof specialists on public relations (TIM 1997/5/ Add. 4)

- Information on activities of FAO and of other ECE Princi pal Subsidiary Bodies
which are of relevance to the Tinber Committee (TIM 1997/ 6)

4. In this way, it is hoped that delegations nay have an overview of
devel opnent s, while naintai ning access to detail ed background i nformation, and
thus be in a position to devote the linted session time to discussion of the
nost inportant aspects. Delegations nmay wi sh to comment, during the session or
after it, to the bureau or to the secretariat, on this change in format and
whether it shoul d be maintained in forthcom ng years.

Overview of activities since the fifty-fourth session

5. The highlights are as follows (references to original sources in brackets):
1.1 Collection and disseni nation of information on trends in the sector

- Si X i ssues of the Tinber Bulletin were published (ECEH TIMBULL/49/..), with

i nformati on and anal ysi s on narket conditions, production and trade, prices
and forest fires;
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e country profile were i ssued (Ml dova) and one is in preparation (Russia)
(ECE/ TIM SP/5 and ECEH/ TIM SP/ . .)

Two nunbers of International Forest Fire News were issued;

A set of "Forest and forest industries country fact sheets" were issued
(ECE/ TIM SP/ 12) ;

A Ti mber Committee website was created ( URL is
http://ww. unece.org/trade/tinber), which will be further devel oped,;

The Tinber Committee Yearbook 1997 was issued in January 1997;

The Joi nt FAQ ECE Wrki ng Party on Forest Econom cs and Statistics revi ewed
the whol e system of collection and dissenination of information and made
recommendati ons for inprovenent (TIMEFCWp. 2/27, paras 13-19)

The Intersecretariat Wrking G-oup on forest sector statistics net twice,
coordinating activities of international organisations: maintopics were the
joint FAQ ECE EURCSTAT questionnaire and partnership building for forest
resource assessment (TIMEFCW.2/27, para. 20). It expressed its
willingness to discuss wth [|TTO the preparation of a joint
FAQ ECE/ EURCSTAT/ | TTO quest i onnai re.

Tenperate and Boreal Forest Resource Assessnent 2000 (TI M 1997/5/ Add. 3)

An enquiry, wth terns and definitions and guidance to national
correspondents, was finalised and circulated in summer 1997, after
wi despread consul tation, notably with FAO Rone, the teamof specialists and
the Joint Wrking Party, as well as a many other organisations and
i ndi vi dual speciali sts;

Two rmeetings with TBFRA 2000 national correspondents are planned, one
focused on countries intransition, in Austria in Cctober 1997, and one, for
all correspondents, in Geneva, shortly after the Conmittee session. These
briefing nmeetings are particularly inportant to inprove conparability in
interpretation of definitions,and addressing problens arising in a
cooperative and transparent manner;

Efforts are being nade to obtain extra-budgetary resources to ensure
adequate quality of the TBFRA 2000.

Sust ai nabl e forest managenment in the region: support to the followup to
UNCED and t he pan- Eur opean process on the protection of forests

Information is being collected, though TBFRA 2000, on quantitative
i ndicators of sustainable forest management for the Lisbon Mnisterial
Conference in June 1998. (TIM 1997/5/ Add. 3)

A team of specialists, under the auspices of the Joint FAQECHILO
Commttee, is collecting material on social aspects of the forest sector as
i nput to the preparation of the Li sbon Conference (TIMEFC WP. 1/ AC. 1/ 20, and
an oral report to the Committee);
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A study tour of the Baltic countries took place in MNay 1997
(TIM1997/5/ Add. 1): informal consultations for a 1998 study tour have been
started and the Conmittee will be inforrmed orally of devel opnents;

The teamof specialists on public relations of the forest sector net in June
1997 and a workshop on PR in countries in transition was held in Austria;

The team of specialists on recycling, energy and market interactions was
formed. It will have met twice, and will report in 1998.

The team of specialists on reducing inpact of forest operations on
ecosystens met in May in Minich and will prepare a conpendi um of avail abl e
know edge on this topic.

Activities for countries in transition

The teamof specialists net in Geneva in May 1996 and will meet in Novenber
1997 in Sl oveni a;

The secretariat continued to inplenent its nandate as international
coordi nator for Helsinki resolution H3 on forestry assistance to countries
in transition; a data base on the topic, based on project by project
information supplied by national correspondents has been developed: its
contents were distributed in printed from (ECE/ TIMDP/12) and in ACCESS
format:

The third workshop on marketing of forest products for countries in
transition will take place in Arkangel sk (Russia) in Novenber 1997.

Revi ew of markets for forest products and short-term forecasts

The Annual Forest Products Market Review was prepared in July 1997
(ECEH/ TI M BULL/ 50/ 3) ;

The annual narket discussion will take place on Tuesday 7 Cctober (item4
of the provisional agenda);

There will be a special topic on the markets for certified forest products
on Monday 6 Cctober (item 3 of the provisional agenda).

Qut | ook for the supply and demand for tinber and non-wood goods and services

Fol | owi ng the issue of ETTS V in August 1996, all the acconpanying "ETTS V
Wr ki ng papers" were issued by spring 1997 (ECEH TIMDP/ 4 to 11)

The Joint FAQ ECE Wirking Party eval uated the ETTS V "process" and nade a
nunber of recomrendations for newactivitiesinthis field (TIMEFC Wr. 2/ 27,
paras. 6-8)

The study of non--wood goods and services, prepared by nenbers of a team of
specialists will be conpleted and sent for processing in summer 1997.
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2.1 Joint FAO ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics

- The Working Party net in May 1997 and discussed ETTS V, TBFRA 2000, the
study on non-wood goods and services and the statistical system all
nmentioned above (TIM EFC Wp. 2/ 27) .

2.2 Joint FAO ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Technol ogy, Managenent and Trai ni ng

- The Steering Commttee met in June 1997, reviewed activities and started
preparations for the 1998 session to be held in Sl ovaki a;

- A semnar on "Safety and health in forestry are feasible!" took place in
Switzerland in Novenber 1996

- A wor kshop on nultiple use forestry took place in Sweden in June 1997

- A workshop on new trends in thinnings will take place in Sovakia in
Sept enber 1997

- Reports are under preparation, by teans of specialists, on multiple use
forestry and on reducing i npact on forest operations on ecosystens;

- Five sem nars or workshops are planned for 1998, two for 1999 and two for
2000, with Joint Committee sessions in 1998 and 2000.

Avail ability of resources

6. According to the ECE Plan of Action, 3.0% of ECE resources are devoted to
the Tinber Conmittee. Thus, the staff available in Geneva to carry out the
i nt egrat ed ECE/ FAO wor k programme (i ncluding the FAOstaff, who, of course, are
not included inthe 3.0% are 5 professional posts, of which 1 (FAOQ post vacant,
and 5 general service posts (of which 1 half tine). Recruitnent is being carried
out for the vacant post and the Commttee will be informed of devel opments. Wen
the post is filled, the bureaux will be consulted about priorities in allocation
of resources between programre el erments.

Questions requiring the attention of the Conmittee

7. Mst of the activities mentioned in the overview above probably do not
require discussion by the Committee in plenary session, although del egates are
of course free to nmake conments and suggestions on any part of the programre.
There are however some questions which in the secretariat's opinion should be
brought to the Committee's attention, as requiring either decision by the
Comm ttee or formal endorsenent of proposal s made el sewhere. These are descri bed
bel ow.

- Tenperate and Boreal Forest Resource Assessnent 2000 ( TBFRA 2000)

8. The TBFRA 2000 is probably the nost demanding item on the Conmmttee's
programme at present. Covernnents have repeatedly confirmed the priority they
attach to obtaining better informati on on the forest resource, at a wide variety
of fora, including COFO and the IPF. Furthernmore, as partnerships are being
built, the resources available can be concentrated in one effort, the Forest
Resour ce Assessment 2000, of which TBFRA 2000 is an integral part, rather than



TIM 1997/ 5
page 6

bei ng scattered over a variety of uncoordi nated projects. Thus the pan- European
process is relying on TBFRA for nost of the quantitative indicators of
sust ai nabl e forest nanagenent to be presented to the Lisbon conference in June
1998. Preparations for TBFRA 2000 nay be consi dered to be on schedul e, and nmany
partnerships are in place. However, to achieve results which nmeet the justified
hi gh expectations of nenber countries and the forest coomunity as a whole, two
condi tions nust be met:

- Countries, through their national correspondents, nust supply data, of high
quality, in the fornat requested, by the deadline; and

- The secretariat nust have sufficient resources to validate and anal yse the
data and present the results.

9. To achieve the first objective, sufficient priority nust be attached at the
national level to preparing satisfactory replies to the questionnaire. In
particul ar:

- Nati onal correspondents, and their staff, rmust allot sufficient time and
priority to preparing the reply, by the agreed deadl i ne;

- They nust have the authority and political support, if necessary, to
approach ot her agenci es (notably environnental agencies), in order to bring
t oget her the wi de range of information necessary for TBFRA 2000;

- They shoul d have t he necessary resources to acconplish their task, including
travel funds to attend the correspondents' rmeeting in Novenber 1997.

10. Wth regard to secretariat resources, there is concern that the quality of
the final output will be constrained by the resources available. In addition
to its continuing close cooperation with the FAO Forestry Departnent, and the
new partnershi ps being established, the Geneva secretariat has been actively
seeking contributions of funds or in kind (notably |oan of experts). Some
contributions have been received or promsed, but there is still scope for
si gni ficant inprovenent.

11. The Conmittee may therefore wi sh to:

- Urge countries to provide sufficient material and political support totheir
nati onal TBFRA 2000 correspondents to enabl e themto provide the i nfornation
request ed;

- Urge countries to consider whether they are in a position to contribute
resources to help the secretariat in its task of validating and anal ysi ng
the replies received
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- Forestry assistance to countries in transition?

12. The teamof specialists on countries in transition has listed the priority
areas for assistance, identified by those countries themsel ves. The nonitoring
work carried out in accordance with the resolution H3 of the Hel sinki conference
lists what has actually been inplemented. However, the report (ECE TIM DP/12)
shows that:

- There is little coordination of assistance (donors and recipients often
report different activities), or nechanisns to ensure that it is directed
towards priority areas;

- Some countries, including major donors and recipients, do not report
forestry assistance to the Geneva secretariat, despite the commtnents nade
in the resol ution.

13. The Conmittee may therefore wish

- To urge those countries which have not yet done so to provide information
on forestry assistance to countries in transition to the secretariat, and
countries which have already provided information to regularly update it;

- To urge all countries preparing programmes for assistance to countries in
transition (both donors and recipients) to take i nto account at the pl anni ng
stage both the priority areas and the on-going activities as reported to
CGeneva, to ensure that assistance was well targeted and did not duplicate
ot her assi stance progranmmes.

- Qutl ook studies

14. The Joint FAQ ECE Wrking Party nmade a nunber of suggestions for building
on the experience of ETTS V, to nmake the tinber trends studies systemnore up
to date and nore user-friendly (TIMEFC Wp. 2/27, paras, 6-8). However, in the
present staffing position, and given the urgency of work on the TBFRA 2000, and
i n support of the Lisbon conference, to which the Section chief, who is also the
ETTS coordinator, must devote a large part of his tine, this work cannot be
inplenented fully at present.

15. The Conmittee may wish to note, regretfully, that work on inproving the ETTS
syst emhas been suspended pending full staffing of the Geneva team but that this
work will be taken up as soon as the vacancy is filled.

- Transl ation of "Study Papers”

16. The mai n out put of many Ti nber Comm ttee programre el enents has been i ssued
inthe series of Geneva Ti nber and Forest Study Papers (ECEFTIMSP/..). Recently
however, the UNOG servi ces have been instructed not to translate "publications",
which, in their opinion includes the series of Study Papers. Mst nunbers of
the Tinber Bulletin are already bilingual to econonise translation resources.

“This term is used because it is the title of the Helsinki resolution: in fact the whole forest and forest
products sector is covered by the work.
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17. The Commttee nay wish to reaffirmthat the i ssue of Study Papers represents
an integral part of its work programre, and that in the future, all Study Papers
shoul d continue to be issued in all three official I|anguages of ECE as in the
past .

Concl usi ons

18. In the light of the overview above and the discussions on the above-
nmentioned points, the Conmittee is invited to approve a programme of work for
1998 to 2002, on the basis of the draft contained in annex |I. This draft
programme has been prepared taking into account the ECE Plan of Action (see
TI M 1997/ 1), the existing programme and devel oprments duri ng 1996/ 97, notably the
work of the subsidiary bodies and teans of specialists, as well as of the
activities of FAQ other international organisations and other ECE Principal
Subsidiary Bodies. The Conmmttee is also invited to rank order its programre
el enents (see proposed rank order in annex 2) and to approve its list of
forthcom ng meetings (annex 3).
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ANNEX |
PART |

DRAFT | NTEGRATED PROGRAMMVE OF WORK OF THE ECE TI MBER COWM TTEE
AND THE FAO EUROPEAN FORESTRY COWM SSI ON
FOR 1998-2002

This programre is carried out by the ECE Tinber Coomittee (TC) and the FAO
European Forestry Conm ssion (EFC), and their subsidiary bodies, which neet
approximately in a two year cycle:

- The Joint FAQ ECE/ | LO Commi tt ee on Forest Technol ogy, Managerent and Trai ni ng
(JO) (1998, 2000)

- The Joint FAQECE Wrking Party on Forest Economics and Statistics
(FES) (1999, 2001)

- The EFC Wrking Party on Managenent of Muntain Watersheds (1998, 2000)

- The EFC AFWZ NEFC Wrking Party on Mediterranean Forestry Questions Silva
Medi terranea (SM (1999, 2001)

kkkkhkkkkhkkkikkkikhkk*k

A. CORE PROGRAMVE: MONI TORI NG AND ANALYSIS OF SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
FOREST AND FOREST PRODUCTS SECTOR I N THE REG ON

1.1 Col | ection and di ssem nation of information on trends in the sector,
i ncludi ng publication of the Tinber Bulletin

Description: Information is regularly collected and di ssem nated on producti on,
trade and prices of roundwood and forest products, and forest fires.

Met hod of work: Statistics are collected on an annual basis fromcountries and
published in the Tinber Bulletin (6 issues a year). Data collection is
coordi nated with FAO Rone and EURCSTAT (possibly other organisations e.g. |TTO
in future), and the results are shared between all three organisations. The
whol e systemis reviewed by the Joint FAQ ECE Wrking Party on Forest Econonics
and Statistics at its biennial sessions.

Dur ati on: Conti nui ng
1.2 Forest Resource Assessment 2000 (tenperate and boreal forests)

Description: Information on the forest resource of the tenperate and boreal zones
(i ncluding devel oped countries outside the ECE region), will be collected and
published in the context of the FAO global forest resource assessnent, under
the guidance of the Joint FAQECE Wrking Party on Forest Econonics and
Statistics.
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Met hod of work: The results of an enquiry, circulated to national corespondents
in 1997, will be published in 1999. The enquiry was prepared under the
supervision of a team of specialists, taking into account the reconmendations
of the Experts Consultation at Kotka (Finland) in June 1996. An ad hoc neeting
in Novenber 1997 will be held to brief national correspondents on the
i npl ementation of the assessnent and interpretation of the enquiry. At all
stages, the work is being carried out in close cooperation with the FAO Forestry
Department and ot her organi sations active in this area.

Duration: Continuing, reviewin 2003

1.3 Sust ai nabl e forest nmanagenent in the region: support to the foll ow
up to UNCED and the pan European process on the protection of
forests

Descri pti on: The Committee and the Commssion will provide support, as

appropriate, to the foll ow up to UNCED, including the work of the Comm ssion for
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent (CSD), the I ntergovernnental Forumon Forests (IFF), and
t he pan- European process of the Mnisterial Conference on the Protection of
Forests. In particular the Conmssion wll review, on a regular basis, national
forest policies and selected topical policy issues in order to review
i npl ementation at the national |evel of the provisions of UNCED and the pan
Eur opean process, and as support for national policy nakers. The Commttee and
the Commission will collect and analyse information relevant to Hel sinki
Conference resolutions HL and H2, notably as regards quantitative indicators of
sust ai nabl e forest managenent and support the report to the Lisbon Conference
on this subject.

Met hod of work: At each EFC session, del egates subnit national progress reports,
according to an outline drawn up by the Executive Committee. These reports are
synt hesi zed by the secretariat before the session, presented and di scussed. At

its session in 1998, the EFC will discuss those results of CSD relevant to
Europe, topical issues relevant to Europe and fornulate recomrendations
concerning FAOs strategy from a European viewpoint. In addition, the

secretariat, in agreenent with the General Coordinating Commttee of the pan
European process and in cooperation wth other relevant international
organi sations, including FAQ EU, OECD and I CP Forest will supply data rel evant
tothe Hel sinki |ist of quantitative indicators of sustainabl e forest nanagenent.
Exi sting sources, notably the Forest Resource Assessment, will be used to the
extent possible, and may be nodified to inprove their capacity to help the pan
Eur opean process. In view of the considerable inportance of good public
information and relations for sustainable forest managerment, a team of
specialists will work towards creating a positive inage of the forest sector,
according to the nandate in TIMR 280; FO EFC/ 96/ 16, annex. A team of
speci al i sts, under the auspices of the Joint FAQECEH ILO Commttee will provide
input for a possible resolution on social aspects of the forest sector for the
Li sbon Conf er ence.

Duration: to 1999

1.4 Activities for countries in transition, including coordination of
i npl ementation of resolution H3 of the Helsinki Mnisterial
Conf erence

Description: The Conmittee and Commission wll provide assistance to the
countries in transition, in order to pronote the process of econom ¢ reformand
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transition to a market econony in their forest and forest products sector. The
topics and thenes to be included in this programme shall be in line with the
priorities and needs identified by the countries concerned. |In particular, the
Committee and the Commission will contribute to inplementing resolution H3 on
forestry assistance to countries in transition, by nonitoring and anal ysing this
assi stance, in particular to determne whether it corresponds to countries' real
needs and priorities.

Met hod of work: The work is guided by a team of specialists, which neets
regul arly (next in Novenber 1997 in Sl ovenia). The secretariat, as international
coordinator for H3, collects, stores and analyses information and reports
regularly to the parent bodies and, as appropriate, to neetings of the pan-
Eur opean process. A data base on forestry assistance to countries in transition
is maintained and its contents nade available. The Conmittee and Conmi ssion
i npl ement a wi de range of activities, notably workshops, which are schedul ed and
organi zed in a flexible manner, under two broad headi ngs:

- Institution building, including |legal and policy infrastructure;

- Devel opnent of market oriented and ecol ogically sound enterprises.
Duration: to 1999

1.5 Revi ew of markets for forest products and short termforecasts

Description: The Committee anal yses, on a continuous basis, short termtrends
inthe production, trade, consunption and prices of forest products and forecasts
short term prospects, with a view to providing Governments and the forest
products sector with accurate and up-to-date infornati on and assessnents.

Met hod of work: The annual session of the Tinber Commttee reviews short term
trends and prospects in the markets, on the basis of estinates provided by
del egations and the Forest Products Annual Market Review, prepared by the
secretariat, which reviews trends in the previous year. An analysis of trends,
approved by the Committee, is published. Delegations also provide information
on trends in the narkets for certified forest products and the devel opnent of
certification systens in their countries.

Dur ati on: Conti nui ng

1.6 Qut | ook for the supply and demand for tinber and for non-wood goods
and services

Description: The Committee and Conm ssion prepare, keep under review and
regul arly up-date projections and forecasts of long-termtrends in production,
trade, consunption and prices of forest products, and of the interaction of all
of these, in order to assess the long termsustainability of the European tinber
supply. The Committee and the Conmmission will also carry out a study on the
outl ook for the supply and dermand of the non-wood goods and services of the
forest. The work is overseen and gui ded by the FAQ ECE Wirking Party on Forest
Econonics and Statistics.

Met hod of work: The fifth European tinber trends study (ETTS V) was published
and dissemnated in 1996. The joint session in 1996 reviewed its results and
di scussed its inplications for policy. An evaluation of the whol e process was
carried out by the Joint FAQ ECE Wrking Party. A core teamon outl ook studies
and data will be formed and hold its first neeting in 1998. The secretariat,
gui ded by the core team will inplenent the Wrking Party's recommendations, as
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soon as the Geneva group is fully staffed.

A study, by a team of specialists, on the situation for non-wood goods and
servi ces, conposed of national reports prepared according to a common format,
will be issued in 1997.

A teamof specialists on recycling, energy and market interactions will anal yse
the influences and interactions of technol ogical and |egislative devel opnents
on recycling, energy and tinber markets, according to the nmandate proposed in
TIMR 281/ Add. 4; FQ EFC 96/ 17/ Add. 4) .

Dur ati on: Conti nui ng

B. AREAS OF | NTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATI ON UNDER THE AUSPI CES OF THE COWM SSI ON
AND/ OR THE COWM TTEE

2.1 Joint FAO ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics

Description: The Wrking Party keeps under review the needs for international
statistics in the forest and forest products sector and devel ops programres to
neet those needs, notably with regard to inproving conparability; devel ops
nmet hodol ogi es for collection and analysis of information and statistics; and
undertakes projects inthe field of economcs and statisticsrelatingto forestry
and forest products.

Met hod of work: The Wirking Party nmeets every two years and advi ses t he parent
bodies and the secretariat on the inplementation of work in its field. In
particular, it is responsible for guiding the inplementation, in its area of
conpet ence, of programme elenents 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.5 and 1.6.

Dur ation: Conti nui ng

2.2 Joint FAO ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Technol ogy, Managenent and
Trai ni ng

Description: The Joint Commttee assists countries, in particular those which
its parent bodies may identify at any tine as requiring priority attention, to
develop their forestry activities in the context of sustainable devel opnent.
This is achieved by fostering international cooperation on technical, economc
and organi zati onal aspects of forest managernent and forest working techniques
and of the training of forest workers in logging and forest operations.

Met hod of work: The Joint Commttee's activities are led by a Steering Conmttee,
which nmeets annually. There are three subject areas: managenent (e.g nultiple
use forestry, ecol ogi cal and econom cal issues, narketing, infornation systens),
technology (e.g. forest engineering, ecologically and econonically sound
operations in silviculture, wood harvesting and transport) and training (e.g.
for workers, supervisors and nanagers, i ncl udi ng appl i ed ergonom cs, occupati onal
safety and health and social aspects of forestry). Mich of the work is carried
out by teans of specialists which report to the Joint Conmittee and Steering
Comm ttee sessions. Adetail ed programme for the Joint Commttee' s work i n 1997-
2001 is contained in TIMEFC WP. 1/ AC. 1/ 20.

Dur ati on: Conti nui ng

2.3 EFC/ AFWC/ NEFC Conmi ttee on Mediterranean Forestry Questions, Silva
Medi t erranea

Description: Silva Mediterranea wll advise FAO and nenber countries in the
Medi terranean region on the inplementation of the Mditerranean Forest Action
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Programme (MED-FAP). It will al so encourage the exchange of information and the
coordi nation of research intopics of interest to Mediterranean forestry, through
research networks.

Met hod of work: Silva Mediterranea will act, at regular sessions (seventeenth
in Turkey in 1997) and between them as an inter-governmental forum for the
coordination, nonitoring and orientation of MED-FAP. It will contribute to
identifying international regional priority activities, as well as desi gni ng and
nonitoring them Six research networks are at present operational, focusing on
forest fires, key species of the subregion (stone pine, cedar species, and, the
nost recently created network, on cork oak), other rmultipurpose tree species,
and on sel ection of stands of Mediterranean conifers for the production of seeds
to be used in reforestation programres.

Dur ati on: Conti nui ng
2.4 FAO Working Party on the Managenent of Mountain Wt ersheds

Description: The Wrking Party collects information, docunents technol ogies,
noni tors evol uti on, exchanges experience and di scusses progress w thin nountain
ecosystens in view of their sustainabl e managenent and conservation. |nportant
areas of concentration will be sustainabl e managenent and security of nountain
ecosystens, with special attention to torrent control, aval anches, risk zoning,
and mappi ng and early warni ng systens.

Met hod of work: The Wrking Party has an inportant role in the followup of
Agenda 21, and supports FAO s role as task manager for chapter 13 on nountain
ecosystens. The twenty-first session will be held in May/June 1998 in the Czech
Republic. Key areas of concentration will be sustainabl e managenent of nountain
ecosystens, inproved mountain livelihood systens, in response to UNCED
activities related to international agreements on nountains, and risk and
di saster control and nonitoring.

Dur ation: Conti nui ng
PART 1|1

Projects for possible inplenentation at a future tine

(See ECE decision O (45) and Supplementary report containing the views and
proposal s of ECE to the Special Commission of ECOSCC, E ECE 1150/ Rev. 1, para.
131)

Structural trends in markets for forest products and in the structure and
capacity of forest industries

Description: The Committee and the Conm ssion review nediumterm (3-5 years)
trends in the production, consunption, trade and prices of major forest products
and the structure and capacity of the sawnilling and wood-based panels
i ndustries, sothat governnents nay be conti nuously i nforned of structural trends
in the forest products sectors.

Work acconplished and to be undertaken: Mediumtermsurveys are carried out on
a 3-year rotation of sectors. These surveys incorporate as appropriate the
results of surveys of the structure and capacity of major sectors (every tinme
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for panels, every other time for sawmlling). The issue of the nediumterm
surveys has been suspended until the CGeneva staff is at full strength.
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ANNEX 1| |

DRAFT RANK ORDER OF PROGRAMVE ELEMENTS I N THE
| NTEGRATED PROGRAMMVE COF WORK FOR 1998-2002

(as requested by the UN Economi ¢ Comm ssion for Europe
as guidance for allocation of Geneva secretariat resources)

Rank or der Ref er ence
1 1.3
2 1.5
3 1.6
4 1.1
5 1.2
6 1.4
7 2.1
8 2.2
9 2.3
10 2.4

Title

Sustai nable forest nanagenent in the region:
support to the followup to UNCED and the pan-
Eur opean process on the protection of forests

Revi ew of markets for forest products and short
termforecasts

Qutl ook for the supply and denmand for tinber and
for non-wood goods and services

Col lection and dissemnation of infornation on
trends in the sector, including publication of the
Ti mber Bulletin

Forest Resource Assessnent 2000 (tenperate and
boreal forests)

Activities for countries in transition, including
coordi nation of inplenentation of resolution H3 of
the Hel sinki Mnisterial Conference

Joi nt FAQ ECE Wr ki ng Party on Forest Economics and
Statistics

Joint FAQ ECE/ I LO Conmmittee on Forest Technol ogy,
Managenent and Trai ni ng

EFC AFWD NEFC Conmittee on Mediterranean Forestry
Questions, Silva Mditerranea

FAO Wrking Party on the Managenent of Muntain
Wt er sheds
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ANNEX 11

PROVI SI ONAL LI ST OF MEETINGS IN 1998 AND 1999 FALLI NG W THI N

THE TI MBER COMWM TTEE' S PROGRAMVE OF WORK

Note: The neetings are sub-divided into two categories: rmeetings marked (A
are open to del egates or approved representatives fromall menber countries of

ECE was wel |

as fromother countries that are menbers of the United Nati ons and

organi zations accredited to ECE (or to FAO and ILQ in the case of neetings
co-sponsored by then). Meetings narked (B) are those restricted to the countries
or individuals nomnated by their countries to take part in the activity

concer ned,

Dat e

21-22
Apri

20-24 April

Apri

4-8 May

9- 13 Sept enber

14- 16 Sept enber
Sept enber (dates
to be confirmed)

28 Sept enber -
1 Cct ober

Cct ober or

Novenber (dates to

be confirned)

Undeci ded

Undeci ded

Locati on

Ceneva

La Basti de

des Jour dans

(France)

Ceneva

Pol and
Banska
Stiavni ca
(Sl ovaki a)

Zvol en
(Sl ovaki a)

Ot
(Austri a)

Ceneva
Italy
(to be

confi r med)

Czech
Republ i c

Canada

e.g. a teamof specialists.

1998

Title

Meeting of the Tinber Conmittee office hol ders and
t he EFC Executive Conmittee(B)

Senminar on forestry training for target groups that
are hard to reach (A

Team of specialists on Tenperate and Boreal Forest
Resour ce Assessnent 2000 ( TBFRA-2000)

First Baltic Conference on Forest Fire (B)

Seni nar on inproving working conditions and

i ncreasing productivity in forestry (A

Joint FAQ ECE/ | LO Committee on Forest Technol ogy,

Managerent and Trai ni ng, twenty-second session (A)

FAQ Austria seninar on planning and managenent in
forest operations for countries in transition (A

ECE TI MBER COW TTEE, fifty-sixth session (A)

Sem nar on harvesting of wood and non-wood forest
products in the Mediterranean region (A

Wrkshop on certification issues for countries in
transition (B)

Team of specialists on reducing i npact of forest
oper ati ons



Dat e

April (dates to be
confi r nmed)

June (dates to be
confi r nmed)

June or Sept enber
(dates to be
confi r nmed)

20- 24 Sept enber

27-30 Sept enber

Undeci ded

Locati on

Ceneva

Ceneva

Gssi ach
(Austri a)

Pessac
(France)
CGeneva

Undeci ded
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1999
Title

Meeting of the Tinber Conmittee office hol ders and
t he EFC Executive Committee(B)

Joi nt FAQ ECE Wr ki ng Party on Forest Econom cs and
Statistics, twenty-second session (A)

Wr kshop on new trends in harvesting with cable
cranes (A

Senminar on forest operations of tonorrow (A)

ECE TI MBER COW TTEE, fifty-seventh session (A)

Wr kshop on reduci ng the inpact of forest
operations on ecosystens (A)



