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I – Waste
Proposed revision of metadata

16th Session of the Joint Task Force on Environmental Statistics and Indicators, Geneva, 28-29 October 2019



STATISTICS

Waste indicators in the Online Guidelines
See https://www.unece.org/env/indicators.html
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STATISTICS

I-1: Waste generation
See https://www.unece.org/env/indicators.html
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Same as UNSD/UNEP questionnaire, no changes needed

In new metadata database described as indicators:
• I-1.3 Waste generation intensity per unit of GDP
• I-1.1 Households waste generation intensity per 

capita



STATISTICS

I-2: Management of hazardous waste
See https://www.unece.org/env/indicators.html
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Proposed change: add “Incineration, of which with energy 
recovery” and “Incineration, of which without energy 
recovery”
Then the recommended waste statistics are fully in line with 
the UNSD/UNEP questionnaire



STATISTICS

I-3: Waste reuse and recycling
See https://www.unece.org/env/indicators.html
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Reuse and recycling are different 
things. Usually statistics and 
indicators measure recycling.

Categories are neither mutually 
exclusive nor exhaustive, therefore 
they cannot be summed up to “total 
waste”.



STATISTICS

I-4a: Final waste disposal: Management of municipal waste
See https://www.unece.org/env/indicators.html
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UNSD/UNEP Questionnaire, table R3 (2018)

Proposal: Complete alignment 
with UNSD/UNEP Questionnaire



STATISTICS

I-4b: Final waste disposal: Management of non-hazardous industrial waste
See https://www.unece.org/env/indicators.html
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No changes proposed



STATISTICS
SDG Indicators:
• 11.6.1 - Proportion of urban solid waste regularly collected and with adequate final 

discharge out of total urban solid waste generated, by cities: tier II
• 12.4.2 – Hazardous waste generated per capita and proportion of hazardous waste 

treated, by type of treatment: currently tier III; to be added once there is an agreed 
methodology

• 12.5.1 – National recycling rate, tons of materials recycled: currently tier III; to be added 
once there is an agreed methodology

Other policy relevant information (in alignment with UNSD/UNEP questionnaire 2018):
• Total E-waste generated
• Total E-waste collected
• Total population served by municipal waste collection
• Urban population served by municipal waste collection 
• Rural population served by municipal waste collection 
• Composition of municipal waste

Waste: Proposal for additional indicators and statistics
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STATISTICS

1. Consideration of comments of JTF and update of database

2. Sharing of draft metadata with experts

3. Revised metadata sheets to all JTF members for comments or approval

Next Steps
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