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1. CIS countries compile and publish a considerabieunt of data characterizing the
major aspects of economic process in agricultamestry and fisheries. These refer to the
number of agricultural enterprises, output in cotrggrices, broken down by major types of
enterprises: agricultural organizations (relatidalge enterprises with different type of
ownership — state, collective and private), holdingpopulation and holdings of farmers,
indices of volume of agricultural output in congtarices (the same breakdown by types of
enterprises), output of major agricultural commiedit{both crop and animal products) in
physical units, data on agricultural land useddi@duction of specific commodities, data
on livestock (by type), data on development of gévfarms and holdings of population.
The countries also publish data on stock of vartgpes of agricultural machinery, use of
fertilizers. These data provide the basis for asialgf state and development of agriculture
and this information is essential for policy makdrisese data are also used for compilation
of national accounts and this makes it possibkestess the changing role of agriculture in
the economy, to study interrelationship betweeratrgculture and other industries. The

list of indicators of agricultural statistics otlCIS countries collected and disseminated by
CIS-STAT is given in the annex to this note.

2. There is also a general understanding of thd aE&urther improvement of
agricultural statistics on the basis of the intéomeal standards. The common view is that
the work on improvement of agricultural statistt®uld focus on compilation of
additional analytical indicators essential for takidecisions on managing the agriculture.
These refer to indicators of resources availabfgaducers, financial indicators (assets and
liabilities of producers, profits and losses, sdlesi from the budget) productivity, income
of farmers etc. The reliability of figures on baagricultural activities of farmers and
holders of personal plots of households obtainewh fthe sample surveys is believed to
require serious attention in a number of counttigs.also commonly recognized that it is
essential to secure improvement of statistics iokgrof agricultural goods sold at different
prices at different markets and different chanoél®alization.

3. It should be emphasized that statistics of aftice in the CIS countries has
undergone significant changes during the last Hsyef existence of the CIS. The changes
in statistics reflect to a considerable extenttthasformation of centrally planned
economies into market oriented economies in atiose®f economies and in agriculture, in
particular. As a result of economic reforms in egture a number of large agricultural
enterprises (with state or collective ownershipjenauidated and significant number of
small and medium size private enterprises and favere created in their place. This
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development resulted in considerable problems otlection of primary data needed for
compilation of agricultural statistics relatinguarious aspects of economic process in this
sector of economy. Under these conditions a sysfesample surveys had to be introduced
in order to obtain data on activities of numeroug private farms and personal plots of
households which were to supplement the data fhenmeéports submitted to statistical
authorities by agricultural organizations (relalyviarge enterprises with different type of
ownership).

4.  The transition from the Material Product Sys{@m®S) to the SNA required
introduction of new concepts of output and interragxiconsumption in order to ensure
compilation of production account for agricultunsistent with the SNA requirements.
The CIS countries were assisted in this endeav@IBySTAT which did it in the context
of more general work associated with implementatibthe SNA 1993 by the CIS
countries. The issue which requires attention i ¢bntext refers to treatment of the work
in progress as prescribed in the SNA, treatmeditftdrent types of subsidies, adjustment
of figures on seasonality. Besides, using the albowneepts in practice required a
considerable work associated with collection ofraniy data both on output and input and
achieving consistence of the estimates based otettaefrom different sources. It should
be reminded that in the former USSR an essengah@ht of agricultural statistics used for
compilation of the most important tables of the MP& a wide an detailed system of
supply and use tables compiled for major groupofgagricultural products (both in
physical and value terms) compiled in breakdownhgymajor types of agricultural
enterprises (state farms, collective farms, perggoés of members of collective farms,
personal plots of employees, etc.). Data fromsigtem of tables were used for
computation of agricultural output, major elemesftsnput and some items of disposition
of agricultural goods (final consumption, increasstocks, etc.). Unfortunately, during
transition to market this system of tables was ictamably reduced and the structure of
tables was simplified. As a result agriculturatistecians face serious problems associated
with provision of data for compilation of major SN#&counts in strict compliance with the
adopted definitions and classifications. For examnible structure of supply and use tables
currently used by many CIS countries does not nitgi@ssible to isolate the consumption
from own production which is to be valued in bgsices as the SNA requires.

5. There are certain problems with using sampleetgr carried out to obtain data on
activities of numerous small private farms. Thearage of these surveys in some cases is
not complete and as a result the accuracy of figdeereases. In any case measuring
output of small farms, personal holdings of housdhes a problem for a number of
countries. In cases, when sample surveys do natesélae reliable results some
adjustments are introduced on the basis of anatysigferent sources and also using
experts estimates.

6. Under these conditions the importance of agrical censuses was recognized in
majority of the CIS countries. CIS-STAT preparethsamaterials to assist the CIS
countries in this area and, in particular, it watkeit a model questionnaire for conducting
agricultural censuses; this model was worked ouherbasis of recommendations of the
Program of the World Agricultural Census of YeabQ@repared by the European
Economic Commission and FAO: some adaptations imén@duced in the model in order
to take into account peculiarities in organizatdreconomy and statistics of the CIS
countries.
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7. During recent years a number of the CIS countréaaried out agricultural censuses:
Kyrgyzstan in 2002, Georgia in 2004, Azerbaija@95, Kazakhstan in 2006, Russia in
2006. As a result of these censuses valuable irfibom of state and development of
agriculture (in the country as a whole and forwdlial regions) was obtained. For
example, data on a number of agricultural entegprigere updated and they can be used
for planning and organizing different sample sus/éds a rule, censuses provided data not
only for the whole country but also for regionseThost important directions of future
work in the above countries are the following:

. permanent actualization of general populationgoicaltural enterprises;

. improvement of methodology of sample surveys;

. retrospective revision of past series of data.

8. In such countries as Armenia, Belarus, Molddgikistan, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan and Ukraine the agricultural censusesmended to be carried out in
foreseeable future.
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ANNEX

A LIST OF DATA OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICSOF CISCOUNTRIES
CURRENTLY COLLECTED BY CISSTAT

Crop production
- Stock and structure of agricultural land usecgsicultural producers — total and in
breakdown by major types of enterprises — agricaltenterprises and organizations,
holdings of farmers, holdings of other types of $eholds
- total agricultural land
of which
- total area of agricultural land of agricultunatoducers
of which
- total area of arable land used by agricultural posds
- area of mowing ground used by agricultural prodsice
- area under crops
- of which
- area under cereals and leguminous crops
- area under industrial crops (cotton, sugar béatsand so forth)
- area under potatoes, vegetables and melons
- area under fruits and berries
- area under grapes
- Gross production of crops
- of which
- cereals and leguminous crops
- industrial crops
- potatoes, vegetables and melons
- fruits and berries
- grapes
- Production of animal products
- Number of livestock and poultry
- of which
- number of cattle
- number of pigs
- number of sheep and goats
- number of horses
- number of camels
- number of poultry
- production of meat ( slaughtering weight )
- production of cattle
- production of milk
- production of eggs
- production of wool
- Valueindicatorsof agricultural production
- Gross output of agriculture in current prices (Kemo down by major types of
producers)
- Gross output of production of crop products irrent prices ( broken down be
major types of producers)
- Gross output of production of animal products irrent prices (broken down by
major types of producers)
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Indices of volume of agricultural production (caarst prices) broken down by
major types of producers

Indices of volume of production of crop productsr{stant prices) broken down by
major types of producers

Indices of volume of production of animal produf@snstant prices) broken down
by major types of producers

Sales of agricultural products by all producer df@annels) broken down by major
types of organizations engaged in purchases ofggood

Sales of major types of agricultural products Byebducers (separately by type of
product)

Average prices of major agricultural products

Price indices of agricultural products

* k k k%



