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CTATUCTHYECKASI KOMUACCHSI u
EBPOIIEMCKAS QKOHOMHNYECKAA KOMUCCUSA

KOH®EPEHIIUSA EBPOITIEVICKAX CTATUCTHUKOB

Copok neBsiTas mieHapHas Ceccus
(Kenesa, 11-13 utons 2001 roxa)

Joxkiazg o padore okTa0prckoi (2000 roma) padoueii ceccun EODK 110 reHaepHoii CTaTUCTHKE

HO)II‘OTOBJ'ICH CEKpETapuaToM

1. Pabougas ceccus mo reHaepHOi cratucTrke ObIa mpoBeaeHa 11-13 okTsa6ps 2000 roxa B OpBreTo
(Utanus) no npurnamenuto HammonansHoro cratuctuueckoro nacrutyta Utanun (MCTAT) u npu
noanepkke KoMMyHbl OpBHETO.

2. Ceccuro OTKpbUIH I-xa BuBnana Dmkuau, AUPEKTOp OTAEIa JeMOTrpapuuecKon 1
tepputopuansHoil cratuctuku UCTAT, u r-xka Jlenua na Pokka, pyKoBoAUTENb enapTaMeHTa
MHMHHUCTEPCTBA IO BOIPOCaM PaBHBIX BO3MOXKHOCTEH MTanuu.

3. Ha ceccun mpucytcrBoBanu 6omnee 70 y4acCTHUKOB U3 CIACAYIONIMX CTPaH: ABCTPHH,
Asep0Oatimxana, Anbanuu, Apmennn, benapycw, ['py3uu, Jlannmn, Ucnananu, Ucmannn, Utanmm,
Kazaxcrana, Kanager, Keipreiscrana, Jlateun, JIuteel, Peciy6mukn Monmosa, Hunepinanmnos, Hopserun,
[Tonbum, [lopryramuu, Poccuiickoit ®eaeparun, Pymsinun, Coequnennoro KoponescTaa,
Coenunennsix [lltatoB Amepuku, Tamxukuctana, TypkmeHucTana, Y30ekucTana, Y KpauHbl,
Ounnanauu, Opanruu, Heeinapuu u [IBeunn. Kpome Toro, Ha HEM NPUCYTCTBOBAIM MPEICTABUTETN
EBpomneiickoro coro3a, a Takke MexayHapoaaoro 6iopo tpyna (MBT), IIporpamMmsl pa3BuTHS
Opranuzamuu O6benunenHbIx Hanuit (ITPOOH), DxornomMuveckoi komuccuu aist JIaTHHCKOW AMEpHKH
u Kapu6ckoro 6acceitna (OKJIAK) Opraamzanun O0bpenuaeHHbIX Hammii, CTaTHCTHIECKOTo OT/aesa
Opraamaruu O6bennaeHabx Hanmii (COOOH), Otaena mo ymydIiieHuto MOJI0XKEHUS )KSHIITHH
Opranuzaiun O0benuHeHHBIX Hanumii 1 MexXrocyqapCcTBEHHOTO CTAaTHCTUYECKOTO KOMUTETA
ConpyxectBa HezaBucumerx ['ocynmapcets (CHI-CTAT).

4. VY4YacTHUKY YTBEpAHWIIH MIPeaBapUTEIbHYIO IIOBECTKY IHS (padounii sokymeHT Ne INF.3).
Ob6s3annoctu [Ipencenarens ceccun ucnonHsuia r-xa Bukropus Benkod¢ (Coennnennsie LTater

AMepukm).

5. Ha ocHobe 26 MPEACTABJICHHBIX TOKYMCHTOB B X01€ CCCCHUU ObLIH O6CY)KI[CHBI CJICAyromme
OCHOBHBIC TCMBI:

GE.01-30226 (R)
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1) ompeneieHHUe MPUOPUTETHBIX TEHAEPHBIX BOIIPOCOB HA HAIIIOHAIBHOM YPOBHE M CTATHCTUYECKIX
JaHHBIX, HEOOXOAMMBIX JUIS OCYIIECTBICHHS U OLIEHKH MOJUTHKHU ¥ IIPOTPaMM;

i1) TIOKa3aTeNy TeHJEePHON YyBCTBUTENBHOCTH U IIMPOKHUE WHAECKCHI PABEHCTBA IOJIOB;

i) TeHIEPHbIC pa3anuus B opHIIMaIbHOM U HeopMaIbHOM 00pa30BaHMHU, UCIIOIB30BAHUN HOBBIX
TEXHOJOTUM U H0CTyIe K HUM. TlocieacTBUs 3TUX pa3uyui ¢ TOYKU 3PEHUSI BO3MOXKHOCTEH
TPYIAOYCTPONCTBA, MPOPECCHOHAIBHOTO POCTa U 3apabOTHOM IJIaThI;

V)  TeHAEPHBIN acIeKT CTAPCHUS HACCIICHUS C TOYKH 3PEHUS Pa3IUIUi B COCTOSIHUU 3]I0POBBSI,
MOTPEOHOCTSIX B YXO/JIE M 00SI3aHHOCTSIX TI0 YXOJy, YYACTHH B SKOHOMUYECKOU ACSITCILHOCTH H
JI0X0J1ax;

V)  POJb )KCHIIWH U MY>KYHH B TIPOIIeCCax MPUHSITHS PEIICHUI: M3MEHEHUS C TOUYKH 3PCHHSI HX
Y9acTHsI B TIOTUTHIECKON KU3HH, PYKOBOJICTBE MPEANPUATASIMH U 3aHITHS IPYTHX BIASITEIHLHBIX
JIOJDKHOCTEH B O0ILECTBEHHOM JKHU3HU;

Vl) MPEAJIOKCHUE O CO3AaHNU PETUOHAJIBHOTO BeO-caiita u utoru Padouero COBCIIIAHHUA 110
reHnepHoﬁ CTaTUCTHUKE IJI1 MOHUTOPHUHI'A ITOJIUTHUKH.

6. Yuactauku pekoMmeHaoBam KoHdepeHnn co3BaTh CIEAYIONIYI0 paboIyro CECCHIO TI0 TEHACPHON
CTaTHCTUKE Yepe3 JBa rojia AJist 00CYKICHHS CIACIYIOIINX TEM:

1) TeHIepHbIC Pa3IHYMsl KaK CICICTBHE MAaKPOIKOHOMUYECKUX U3MEHEHUH U MOJIMTHYECKUX
pelleHNId; MCIOIb30BaHUE HHCTUTYLHUOHAIBHBIX 00CIeI0BaHNi (IPEANPUATHH ) U PETHCTPOB B
KauecTBE MHCTPYMEHTOB U3MEPEHHUS T'€HIEPHBIX aCIIEKTOB B IIPOLIECCaX IKOHOMUYECKOTO
pa3BUTHS;

1)  MmoKa3aTeNy paBEHCTBA IOJIOB HAa HAIMOHAIBHOM, PETHOHATHFHOM W MECTHOM YPOBHSIX;
OIpe/ieTICHUE TeHICPHON TIEPCIICKTUBBI B CTATHCTUKE B IEJIAX pa3pa0d0TKU MPAKTUYECKUX
Ha0OPOB TMOKa3aTeNel ¢ yAeIeHHEM 0CO00Tr0 BHUMAaHUS MEX IyHAPOJHON COITOCTABUMOCTH U
3HAYUMOCTH IS TOJIUTUKH, OOBEIMHEHUS YCUIIMH CTATUCTHUKOB U TTOJUTHKOB;

1il) TIOBEIEHUYECKHE YCTAaHOBKH, HOPMEI M IICHHOCTH B KauecTBE (PAKTOPOB, COIEHCTBYIONINX
peleHHIo PoOIeMbl HEPaBEHCTBA MOJIOB, K COOTBETCTBYIOIINE BOIPOCHI, CBA3aHHBIE C
W3MEPEHUSIMU ¥ METOIOJIOTHE;

iv)  codeTaHHe TPYIOBBIX U CEMEHHBIX 00SA3aHHOCTEH Ha Pa3NUYHbIX dTalax KU3HU; 00CIeIOBaAHUS
O10JKETOB BpeMEHH, paboueil CHITBI U Ipyrue 00cIel0BaHus B KAUeCTBE COOTBETCTBYIOIINX
MHCTPYMEHTOB MOHUTOPHHTA.

7. Y4acTHUKH COTIIACHIIUCH C TEM, YTO OMHOU M3 00JIacTel, KoTopas TpeOyeT maabHeHIei
METOJIOJIOTUIECKON pa3pabdOTKH, SBISIETCS IPOOIEMaTHKA HACUIIHS 110 OTHOIICHHIO K JKCHITMHAM U
TOPTrOBIH MOApMHU. OIHAKO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI ONPENETUTh ITY TEMY B KA4eCTBE OJTHOTO U3
HaIpaBJIeHUHN Oyayieit paboThl, OBIIO MPEAJIOKEHO IMTOCBATUTE 00CYKICHHUIO ITyTeH JOCTHKECHUS
mporpecca B 3Toi 00JacTh, KOTOpast MPEACTABIISICT UHTEPEC IS IIEJIOTO Psia MEXTyHApOIHBIX
OpraHM3aIlfii, OTJCNIbHOE coBellanue. C ydeToM 3TOro CEKpeTapuaT COTJIACHIICS U3yYUTh BO3MOXKHOCTH
MIPOBEJICHHUSI COBMECTHOTO COBEIIAHUS C APYTUMH OPTraHU3AIUSIME, 3aHIMAOIITUMHUCS TPOOIeMaTHKOM
HACHWJIMS TI0 OTHOIICHUIO K XKEHINWHAM, TakuMu, kak BO3, OTern 1o yIrydIieHuIo MoJI0KESHUS KSHIUH
OOH, IOHUKPU u T.1.

8. Br1io IMPUHATO PECUICHUEC O TOM, UTO IIPU MMOATOTOBKE MATCPHUAJIOB IJId PEKOMCH/I0OBAHHOI'O
CJICOYIOUIECTO COBCUIaHUA CTpaHbl JOJIKHBI ITOOMIPATHECA K COTPYAHUYECTBY 1 COBMECTHOMY HAITMCAHHUIO
JOKYMCHTOB, @ TaKKC HMCIIOJIb30BAHUIO ITPOJOJIbHBIX JaHHBIX.

9. Y4acTHUKH ceccry MobIaroJjapuiy ceKpeTapuar 3a IOATOTOBKY HOBOTO M3JaHUs MyOIMKaluu
"My>xunHsl 1 xeHIMHBI B EBporie n CeBeproit AMepuke B 2000 roxy", 4To cTano BO3MOXKHBIM
Omaromaps puHAHCOBOM TTOAIEPIKKE CO CTOPOHEI bropo nepenmceit Coemuuenubix LlItatoB AMepukm.
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10. CekperapuaT moapoOHO OIMHCAT HOBBIHA MTPOEKT MO CO3AaHUI0 PETHOHATILHOTO BeO-calTa 1o
TeH/IEPHON CTaTUCTUKE I MOHUTOPUHTA U3MEHEHH, TIPENI0KEHHE O KOTOPOM OBIJIO BEIIBUHYTO

Ha PabodeM coBelaHuy 1Mo reHACPHON CTATUCTUKE 1T MOHUTOPUHTA U KOHTPOJIS,, KOTOPOE OBLIO
cosmecTtHO opranm3oBaHo EQK u [TPOOH B Opsueto 9-10 oxtsa6ps 2000 roma. JlaHHBINH BeO-cailT
MIPHU3BaH CIYXHUTh CPEJICTBOM MOHHUTOPHHTA MPOTPecca, a Takyke MHCTPYMEHTOM it 0OIIero
COBEPIICHCTBOBAHUS pa3pabOTKH M UCIIOIL30BAHUS I'eHACPHON CTATUCTUKY HA HAIIMOHAILHOM U
MEXTyHapOTHOM ypoBHsX. [loMuMo 00Iero nepevHs moka3areied, KOTOPbIi MPEJICTOUT COTIacoBaTh,
JAaHHBIN BeO-cailT OyaeT comeprkaTb HH(GOPMAIUIO O TTOTUTHKE, a TAKKE PYKOBOISIINE IPUHITUTIH U
CTaH/IapThI, KaCAIOIIUECs KOHIICTIINH 1 Kiaccudukanuii. [IpegycmarpuBaeTcs co3aaTh 3epKaibHBIN CalT
Ha PYCCKOM si3bIKe. JlaHHBIN BeO-caiT OyaeT omupaThecs Ha pe3yabTaThl OONBIION PabOThI, YKe
MPOAENaHHON B CTpaHaX W MEXIyHAPOTHBIX OpraHU3aIUsIX, a TAKKe Ha OOIMPHYIO 0a3y JaHHBIX,
KOTOPasi COAEPKUAT MaTEPHAITBI IBYX IMYOIHKAITAi TI0 TEHAEPHON CTaTUCTHKE, TOAT0TOBIeHHBIX EDK.

11. B xoxe mocnenoBaBIiero 00CyXIeHUs] Y4aCTHUKH BBIPA3HIIN CBOIO 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH H
MOJIICPIKKY HJISE CO3JIaHMsl TAKOTO BeO-caiiTa, KOTOPBIN, 0 MX MHEHHIO, CTAHET MOJIC3HBIM
WHCTPYMEHTOM MOHHTOpPHHTA MPOTpecca B JOCTIKEHUH IIeJIel, COTJacoBaHHBIX B [IeKMHCKOM
wtatopme, a Takke OyZeT CoeHCTBOBATh NCIIOIB30BAHHIO T'€HACPHONW CTATHCTUKH U COTJIACOBAHMIO
JIAHHBIX. YYaCTHUKHU OOCYJIMIIM ¥ COTIACOBAJH IIaH MEPOIPUATHUH 1 MEXaHU3MBI JUUIS CO3JaHUS JAHHOTO
BeO-caiiTa. ByzneT co3mana criennansHas 1ieeBas Tpyma, B COCTaB KOTOPOW BOMAYT 3aHHTEPECOBAHHBIC
pa3pabOTYNKH U MOTH30BATENH U3 HEOOJBIIIOTO YKCIIa CTPaH, KOTOPhIE OyIyT COTPYIHIYATH C
CEKpeTapuaToM U 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIMU MEXIYHAPOIHBIMU OPTaHU3AIUSAMU B LEJSIX ONpeIeICHUs
CTPYKTYPBI U COJICpkKaHusI BeO-calita. YYaCTHUKH PEKOMEHIOBAIU MPOJIOJIKUTH OCYITICCTBICHHUE
MPOEKTa MO CO3/IaHUI0 BeO-caiiTa B COOTBETCTBUH C HAMEUYEHHBIMHU TUTAHAMH U TIPU3BAIA CEKpeTapuaT
o0ecnednTs MOOMIIH3AINI0 HEOOXOUMBIX PECYPCOB M OKCIIEPTHBIX 3HAHUN JJIS Peaji3aI[iu IPOeKTa U
OKa3aTh CTPAHAM C MEPEXOTHON YKOHOMHUKOH, KOTOPHIE HYKJAIOTCS B 3TOM, TIOMOIIb B Pa3paboTKe UxX
HAI[MOHAIBHBIX Be0-CaliTOB 10 T€HAEPHBIM BOIIPOCAM.

12. YyactHHKH pabodvell ceccnu PEKOMEHIOBAIHM OOCYIUTEL COTIIACOBAHHBIN CITEITUATHLHOM IIEeTICBOM
TPYNION OKOHYATEIhHBIN MPOCKT BeO-caiiTa Ha OJHOM U3 pabOUYUX COBEIAHUM, KOTOpOE OyIeT
OpPTraHM30BaHO IS CTPaH U OPTaHU3AINNH, YIaCTBYIOIIUX B MPOEKTE MO CO37aHmI0 BeO-caiita. [lanHOe
pabouee COBENIaHME CIIEAYET, IO MEPE BO3MOXKHOCTH, TTpoBecTr BecHoU 2001 roma.

13.  Cekperapuat nporH()OPMUPOBAT YIACTHUKOB O TOM, YTO TIEPECMOTPEHHBIA BapUAHT COMICPIKAHMS
U CTPYKTYpBI BeO-caiiTa ¢ y4eToM H3MEHEHHH, IPEIOKEHHBIX B X0/1€ 00CYKIeHHS, OyIeT pa3MelIeH B
Hos10pe Ha BeO-cTpannne EJK OOH ans nononuautensHbIx 3ameyannid. CTpaHaMm OBLIO MPENIOKeHO
U3y4YUTh U IPOKOMMEHTHPOBATh BCE YACTH COJEPIKAHUS, B 0COOEHHOCTH II0Ka3aTelIH, IIpelaraeMble A
BKJIIOUEHUs B OOIIUI IepEUCHb.

14.  YuacTHUKM ceccHH TaKke pekoMeHaoBain KoHdepeHun oka3piBaTh BCEMEPHYIO MOIAEPIKKY
OCYILECTBIICHUIO IPOEKTa 0 CO3JJaHUI0 BeO-caliTa U MOOLIPSATH CTPAHBI K yYaCTHIO B 3TOM
pernoHamsHOM TpoekTe. Kpome Toro, Kondepennus qomkHa yIuTHIBaTh 3HAYUTEIHHBIE MEKCTPAHOBBIC
paznmuus B HTHPPaCTPyKType, HeoOXOOUMOMN sl pa3paObO0TKU U paCIIPOCTPAHEHHSI TPEACTABISMIONINX
UHTEpEC A7 MOMUTUKH JaHHBIX T€HIEPHON CTATUCTHKU U COOTBETCTBYIOIIUX CTATHCTUYECKUX
MaTepUaloB, a TAK)KE U3yUUTh IyTH OKa3aHWs TIOMOINY Hanboliee Hy K AalOIUMCS B HEW CTpaHaM.

15.  VYdYacTHHKHU yTBEpIWIH MOKJIa] O pabOTe CECCHU Ha CBOEM 3aKITIOUYHUTEIIFHOM 3aCCIaHNH.

16. Pabouwne mOKyMEHTHI, IpeICTaBIeHHbBIC Ha padoueii ceccuu 1 COBMECTHOM pabodeM COBEITaHNH
ESK/TIPOOH, 6ynyT pasMerieHs AJs 3arpy3Ku 10 cIeIyomuM aapecaM B IHTEpHET:
http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2000.10.gender.htm
http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2000.10.gender workshop.htm
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Annex
Summary of the main points discussed at the

Work Session on Gender Statistics

Session I: Identification of national priority gender issues and the statistics needed for the
implementation and evaluation of policies and programmes

Documentation: Working Papers Nos. 3, 9, 10,11, 14,16 and 17

1. In the first presentation (WP No. 3), Statistics Finland reported on the activities carried out in
Finland in the field of gender statistics and indicators, which include: work on indicators on decision-
making and on participation in working life; a postal sample survey on violence against women; the
Gender Barometer launched in 1998; studies on gender equality in working life. Statistics Canada (WP
No. 9), presented an overview from a gender perspective of policies and major programs of the federal
government, with reference in particular to the policies which require statistical activities for their
development, implementation and evaluation. In the presentation of the Romanian paper (WP No. 10)
the meeting was told about the priority areas they had identified for the improvement of gender
statistics as well as the national Plan of Action which has just been defined. The paper submitted by
Tajikistan (WP No. 11) described the national machinery and various initiatives aimed at achieving
gender equality. Other issues discussed in the paper include: the consequences of polygamy,
discrimination against women, limited availability of statistical indicators by sex and limited
accessibility of available gender statistics to the general public. In the presentation of the Italian paper
(WP No. 14) a summary was given of the activities promoted by the National Statistical Institute in the
field of gender statistics, which include a survey on sexual harassment and the use of time-use surveys
to highlight gender differences. A proposal of a law on gender statistics was also being promoted and
suggestions were put forward for similar legislation at the EU level.

2. The paper presented by Statistics Sweden (WP No. 16) dealt with some aspects of the
production of gender statistics in Sweden, which has a relatively long tradition, and with the many
programs of international cooperation. The gender statistics production process was also presented
with the support of a flowchart. The last presentation by France (WP No. 17) gave an overview of
some policies which have been promoted to enhance equality between men and women in various
fields. As for the existing gender statistics, the meeting was told that a lot of information is available
from various sources but data collection is neither regular nor coordinated. Among the many indicators
available, a selection was deemed necessary to identify those having explanatory power.

3. During the discussion that followed the main issues raised were:

e Policies in fields like equality in employment or women’s rights on contraception and
reproductive behavior have strong implications on family life, which need to be
monitored: for instance, the increased participation of women to paid work contributed to
fertility reduction in those countries where part-time work is not easily obtainable and
child care services are not developed (like in Italy or Spain);

e In would be desirable to statistically monitor all new policies, in order to evaluate their
impact and inform policy-makers about the outcomes and about the possible need for
corrections;

e In some countries (Canada and France) the goal of gender policies is full equality between
men and women, while others prefer to set progressive and more realistic targets,
depending on the current situation;

e  When studying the division of labour between men and women, attention should be paid
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not only to market labour, which is traditionally male-dominated, but also to non-market
labour;

e Concerning violence against women, some countries felt that because of the particular
sensitiveness of the issue is not feasible to have a statistical survey on this. Others believed
that this kind of survey can be carried out but that careful considerations had to be given to
find the best methodology;

e The importance of factors driving gender equality was discussed: in France, for instance,
the political will was considered to be at the base of the improvements, while in the case of
Norway economic and social development as well as increasing education among women
were considered the most important factors.

Session II: Gender sensitive indicators and broader gender equality indices

Documentation: Working Papers Nos. 4, 7 and 15

4. The first presentation by Statistic Netherlands (WP No. 4) discussed the utility of the Gender-
related Development Index (GDI) used in the Human Development Report of the UNDP to assess
gender inequality as an aspect of human development. The applicability of the GDI to countries in the
ECE region was evaluated and discussed. The second presentation by Statistics Norway (WP No. 7),
concerned the development of a regional gender equality index. The process of construction of the
index and the problems met were described, as well as the main results obtained. The last presentation
by Statistics Sweden (WP No. 15) also was about some work they had restarted on the construction of a
gender equality index for regional and local comparison. A gender database with selected indicators
available at the municipal and county level was being built, which will then be used to calculate gender
equality indexes. Statistics Sweden was being paid by the local councils to do the work.

5. The main points raised in the discussion were as follows:

e The availability of gender equality indicators and, in general, of gender statistics at the
local (municipal and county) level was considered very important in many countries;

e There was general agreement that indicators should take into account the situation of
elderly people, both in countries with good social protection and in countries in transition
where the situation of elderly people has deteriorated seriously in the past years;

e It was stressed that one of the most critical aspects in the construction of the indexes is the
weighting of the variables and in particular the careful choice of the weights;

e The possibility of using disability-adjusted life expectancy (DALE) in the construction of
the indexes instead of the life expectancy was discussed. WHO has for the first time this
year calculated a comparable life expectancy that distinguishes years lived in disability.
Similar measures are calculated by a number of countries but are not comparable because
of using different disability scales.

Session III: Gender_differences in formal and informal education, use and access to_new
technologies. Consequences for labour market access, career and earnings

Documentation: Working Papers Nos. 1 and 18

6. The first paper presented a study comparing gender differences in the transition from college to
work in the United States (WP No. 1). The data presented show that women continue to earn less than
men in first jobs out of college, even controlling for educational quality, experience, occupation and
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industry. Although that there are signs that the fields of study are becoming less gender segregated, the
labour market continues to be segregated. Moreover, women are more likely than men to accept job
offers for lower paying and lower quality jobs. The second paper, submitted by Italy (WP No. 18),
presented the results of a study on the differences among boys and girls in the access and use of new
technologies for both cultural and recreational purposes, such as personal computers, videogames and
video cassette recorders.

7. During the discussion on this topic, the following issues were raised:

e The results presented in the US study on the gender differences in the transition from
college to work were considered very interesting and valid also in other countries;

e It was noted that in many countries, as was the case in the Scandinavian countries, women
tend to seek jobs in the public sector, where the salary is on average lower but there are
better conditions in case of maternity and it is easier to reconcile work and family needs;

e In relation to the study on the use of technology by boys and girls, it was suggested that
future studies take in account the presence of siblings by sex and the education of mother
and father separately as explanatory variables.

Session IV: Gender dimension of aging populations in terms of differences in health, care needs and
responsibilities, economic participation and income

Documentation: Working Papers Nos. 5, 8, 12, 19, 20, 21, 22 and 23

8. The papers were presented in two sub-sessions. In the first sub-session the paper submitted by
Switzerland (WP No. 23) described the living conditions of elderly people in that country, using data
from the 1997 Health Survey. There appear to be important differences between elderly men and
women, in many cases due to the fact that women live longer than men and therefore tend to be
widowed and to live alone more often than men. The second paper, submitted by Poland (WP No. 8),
focussed on the demographic and social diversification of the ageing process by gender, dealing with
issues like: age structure of elderly males and females, evolution of life expectancy at old ages, health
status, economic activity, marital status and the composition of households with old people. The
presentation by Italy (WP No. 21) discussed perceived satisfaction with life of old people and
compared this by gender, economic standing, health status, family, friends, leisure time and work. A
clustering method was used to identify different typologies of behavior among old people. The last
paper of the first sub-session, also by Italy (WP No. 22), focussed on age and gender differences in
security perception. The security perception was analyzed in relation to individual characteristics,
territorial context, frequency of crime, fear about crime and social disorder.

9. During the discussion which took place after the presentation of the papers, the following
points emerged:

e It was underlined that more information is needed on the life conditions of old people,
especially in transition countries where pensions are in general very low. The situation in
these countries is particularly difficult for old women because they retire earlier and live
longer than men; since pensions are calculated on the basis of the years of contributions and
of the life expectancy at retirement age, pensions are substantially lower for women than for
men;

e It was also noted with regret that in most transition countries the main source of information
about old people is the census but that for financial reasons the censuses planned in 1999
have, in many countries, been postponed to 2002. With no new demographic and economic
data available, it will be difficult to evaluate the social costs of the economic transition;
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e Attention was drawn to the fact that most survey and studies about old people do not include
people living in institutions. Since they are usually in worse conditions than the average,
this may lead to the false impression that old people in general are doing better than they
actually are;

e With reference to the study on security perception, it was suggested to investigate the impact
of being victim of a crime on the other members of the victim’s household; it was also
suggested to study the role of the media, because in some countries the fear of crime is
actually very high compared to the actual risk of being victim of crimes.

10. The second sub-session was opened with a paper presented by Canada (WP No. 5) and
dedicated to the change in incomes of younger retired women and men in the past 30 years. The data
presented show that the private pensions represents an increasing percentage of the total income for
both young retired women and men, but the percentage of women receiving pensions and the average
amounts are lower than those of men, due to their lower lifetime participation in the labour force. The
paper presented by Italy (WP No. 20) focused on gender differences in health conditions of elderly
people. Clear differences emerged between “young-olds” who are in fairly good health and relatively
active, and “old-olds”. Among the old-olds, in particular, women suffer from chronic illnesses earlier
than men and live longer time with the debilitating effects of these pathologies. The paper presented by
Austria (WP No. 12) discussed gender related differences regarding received and provided assistance
among people aged 60 or more. Their data show that assistance is mainly provided by relatives. While
old men can count both on their spouses or companions and on their daughters (including daughters-in-
law), old women in most cases can rely only on their daughters. Data on assistance provided by seniors
were also presented. The last paper was presented by Italy (WP No. 19) and discussed the profound
changes in the informal support network following the social and demographic transformations which
have taken place in Italy in the last decades. Women are still at the center of the informal support
network, however, since they are increasingly integrated in the labour market, it is more and more
difficult for them to take care of their small children and their old parents, therefore compensation
mechanisms will need to be implemented.

11. The following main points were raised in the discussion:

e It was noted that when the health status of elderly people is studied, the so-called selection
effect must be taken in account: for instance, only stronger men survive, therefore they may
seem to be on average stronger than women;

e With reference to the study of informal support network, it was proposed to look at the
relations between the informal and the formal support, to see how the availability of public
services can modify the informal network and reduce the burden on women.

Session V: Role of women and men in decision-making processes: changes in their participation in
political life, business and other influential positions in the public sphere

Documentation: Working Papers Nos. 2, 6 and 13

12. The first paper, submitted by Albania (WP No. 2), presented an overview of the role of women
and men in decision-making positions in Albania. During the communist rule, about one third of
members of the parliament were women, but in fact their influence in the public life was limited. After
the end of the communist regime, the political arena and decision-making positions continue to be
dominated by men and women’s share has fallen in the parliament. The second paper, presented by
Finland (WP No. 16) concerned the development of indicators to measure progress in women in
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decision-making positions. The available data show that the percentage of women is relatively high in
government and municipal bodies (where a 40% quota provision has been set) and in elective and
political bodies, while still low in the private sector, in the universities and in other organisations. The
last paper, presented by Statistic Netherlands (WP No. 13), was about a new tool they had created, the
“Emancipation Monitor”. One of the themes which will be regularly explored there is the
representation of women and men in political and social decision-making. The “thickness” of the glass
ceiling impeding women to access to higher decision-making positions is examined by branch of
industry and company size. It was found that there are substantial differences among various sectors
and only in the education sector is the share of women in senior positions as high as the total share of
women in that sector. The meeting was also told that they had plans of also measuring “attitudes” and
the “process™ by which inequality is established but that this would be more difficult to measure

statistically.

13. In the discussion which followed, the following main points were highlighted:

e It was suggested that, when considering the decision-power of a job, the number of
supervised people could be considered as an indicator of the responsibility associated with
the position;

e Progress is noticeable in many countries in the proportion of women who gain access to
high positions with decision power, everywhere, however, top positions are still dominated
by men;

e The usefulness of quotas was discussed, as well as the selection of the sectors in which
they should be adopted and their levels;

e As for the role of women in the UN system, it was mentioned that the situation is
monitored and progresses have been made in the past years; the goal in the UN is 50% of
women in professional positions, but the time frame to reach this goal has been postponed
several times.

Session VI: Regional website proposal and outcome of Workshop on Gender statistics for Policy
monitoring

Documentation: Working Paper No. 30/Rev.1 (Project Web 1)

14. The expert group as well as the international organisations present welcomed the idea of the
website and a lively discussion followed the presentation. There was general agreement that it would be
very useful to have a tool for monitoring progress, however, it also was a very ambitious project and
therefore dependent on outside funding and country collaboration. Since the website would contain
other relevant information than gender statistics, it was important that the difference between gender
statistics and gender issues was clearly explained. To avoid confusion, it was suggested to use different
headings for the two.

15. Several of the issues, still to be solved, were discussed. For instance, the funds the secretariat
plans to raise to implement the project would they be sufficient to also help those countries needing
assistance with their national website? While technical assistance and ad-hoc training were part of the
project plans, the amount of funding would determine how much could be done in this aspect. It was
suggested that use was made also of bi-lateral assistance through foreign aid to specific countries.
Furthermore, the secretariat was encouraged to ask for expertise on loan from advanced national
statistical offices.

16. It was also observed that the time frame of the project is quite extended and therefore the
website would not be operational before a few years, however countries may need to exchange
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information in the short term; some possible solutions to this problem were proposed, including the
establishment of a network of experts before the website is actually operational or the creation of a first
«heta” version of the website to be tested by volunteers.

17. The balance between statistical information and policy content to be posted in the website was
discussed. There are topics, for instance, which are considered policy priorities but for which the
available statistical information is very limited: for these areas the website could be an opportunity to
show publicly the need for more data.

18. It was underlined that both users and producers of statistics should be part of the network and
that to have a mirror site in Russian would be essential for ensuring as wide a use as possible. It was
also considered useful to have a meeting of countries interested in participating in the website, once the
Ad Hoc task force had finalized the content and structure of the website.

19. It was agreed that for the exchange of statistical information the national statistical office would
be the natural partner, while for the policy related information the best solution would be to have a
focal point in each country, which could be either the UNDP gender focal point, where they exists, a
government department or some office for gender equality, depending on the situation in the different
countries.

20. The Regional Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) expressed
satisfaction with the proposed website which could help them in their own plans for creating something
similar for their region. Once created, the linking of the two would be mutually interesting.

Session VII: Progress in the collection of national and international gender statistics

Documentation: Working Paper No. 24 and 29

21. The United States Bureau of the Census (WP No. 24) presented some general information
about the 2000 population census, which will enable researchers and policy-makers to update the
profile of women in the country at various geographical levels and to carry out in-depth analyses of
gender issues. The UN Division for the Advancement of Women (WP No. 29) updated the meeting
on the implementation of the recommendations on gender statistics and indicators agreed at the Fourth
World Conference on Women (Beijing) and the "Beijing +5" Special Session of the General Assembly.
These recommendations refer, among other things, to data collection and support to statistical offices
through international cooperation. Selected statistical areas and issues have been identified, where
further work is required: gender mainstreaming, women and economy (poverty), violence against
women, health, education, women with disabilities, indigenous women. The commitment of the
countries to progress in this field is testified by the very high number of national action plans and
national reports submitted. The International Labour Organisation (ILO) reported on its program
on advancing gender issues in labour statistics. The program is aimed at identifying key issues for the
gender agenda and promoting work on concepts and definitions, measurement issues and data
presentation. Future activities include a database on labour statistics with data available by sex but also
by family composition; in addition, guidelines to incorporate gender issues in labour statistics should be
presented to the next Conference of Labour Statisticians which will take place on 2003.
The representative of the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC) presented an overview of the activities promoted by the Commission. In addition to work in
the field of data collection and analysis, efforts have been made to better integrate the use of gender
statistics and indicators and sex-disaggregated data in the process of policy-making for gender equality.
At this scope, a network has been set up to promote the dialogue among the various subjects involved:
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statisticians, academicians, NGOs, government, politicians and administrators. The UN Statistical
Division described briefly the various activities related to gender statistics. In the field of compilation
and dissemination, the main products are the publication World’s Women 2000 and the 4™ version of
the database on CD-Rom WISTAT, which contains data by sex on nine areas, including violence
against women, health, causes of death and decision-making. Among the activities in the field of
development of methodologies, the recent work in the fields of time use surveys (which includes the
development of a classification of daily activities suitable for developing countries) and disability
statistics was described. A representative of the Women and Science Sector of the European
Commission (DG Research) briefed the meeting on the situation about women and science in the EU.
Women represents only a very small proportion of research and development personnel in all EU
countries, therefore the research agenda is developed mainly by men and mostly for men. A report has
been presented, called “Science policies in the European Union — Promoting excellence through
mainstreaming gender equality”. In order to change the situation and promote gender equality in this
sector, data by gender are required on research personnel and research activities at various levels. The
representatives of Portugal and Norway also reported on the national progress in the production and
dissemination of gender statistics and in the methodological developments of in this field.



