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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic Autonomy Physical And
Psychological Well-
being

Other Gender Related
Variables

1996 Census of
Population

Educational attainment
• highest grade of

secondary or
elementary school
attended

• years completed at
university

• years of schooling
other than at university,
secondary or
elementary school

• certificates, diplomas
or degrees obtained

• major field of study of
highest degree,
certificate or diploma
obtained

Attended school, university
or college in 1996

Unpaid work – hours
spent:

Disability

Activities of daily living
• limitations at home,

work, school or other
activities

Household members
and relationship to
respondent

Date of birth

Sex

Marital Status

Common-law status

Language
• speak English or

French
• spoken most often

at home
• 1st learned in

childhood
• still understands

Place of birth
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic Autonomy Physical And
Psychological Well-
being

Other Gender Related
Variables

• doing unpaid
housework, yard work
or home maintenance

• looking after children,
without pay

• providing unpaid care
or assistance to seniors

Labour Market Activities
• hours of work in last

week  for pay or self-
employed

• temporary layoff or
absence in last week

• paid work in last four
weeks

• availability for work

Labour Market Activities
(continued)
• last worked for pay or

self-employed
• name of employer
• kind of business,

industry or service
• type of work
• most important

activities or duties
• number of weeks

worked in 1995
• full-time or part-time

work

Income
• from wages or salaries
• self-employment
• net farm income
• non-farm income or

unincorporated

Citizenship

Immigrant status

Ethnic or cultural
group

Aboriginal status
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic Autonomy Physical And
Psychological Well-
being

Other Gender Related
Variables

business or
professional practice

• income from
government

• dividends/interest
• retirement pensions,

superannuation, etc.
• other income (alimony,

child support, etc.)
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic Autonomy Physical And
Psychological
Well-being

Other Gender
Related
Variables

Labour Force
Survey (LFS) –
monthly survey

Job Attachment (employment at all paid
jobs and unemployment) :
• employed or unemployed
• employee or self-employed
• kind of business, industry or service
• type of work
• most important activities or duties
• start date of work
• number of jobs currently held

Absence or separation from work
• reason for absence
• duration of absence
• if expected to return to same employer
• expected date of return

Hours of work per week
• paid work at main job
• overtime
• other work activities
• hours worked without pay

Reasons for working less than 30 hours
per week at main job

Job search

Availability for work

Earnings from main job
• occurrence of pay
• tips and commissions

Unionization

Job status
• permanent
• other

Age

Sex

Marital Status

Household
membership
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic Autonomy Physical And
Psychological
Well-being

Other Gender
Related
Variables

School attendance (full-time)
• regular school year
• summer school attendance (if

applicable reference months)

Educational attainment

Unpaid work
• at a family business or farm



National Population Health Survey - Cycles 1, 2 and 3 (1994 to 1999)

7

POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic
Autonomy

Physical And Psychological Well-being Other Gender
Related
Variables

National
Population
Health Survey
(NPHS)
Cycle 1 (1994-
1995)
Cycle 2 (1996-
1997)
Cycle 3 (1998 –
1999)

Currently
attending
school
• Full-

time or
part-
time

Educational
attainment

Paid work

Start date of
work at a
job or
business

Hours of
work

Kind of
business,
service or
industry

Occupation

Most impor-
tant duties
or  activities
at main job

Reasons for
not working

Income
• household
• main
source
• personal
Insurance

Periods of Illness/injury
• stayed in bed
• number of days spent in bed
• cut down on activities due to illness/injury
• how was illness treated (sought medical care,

self)
• medications/remedies taken during illness

Contact with health professionals
• overnight in hospital, nursing or convalescent

home
• number of nights
• number of consultations
• which health care professionals contacted

(family doctor, eye doctor, nurse, dentist, etc.)
• use of complimentary or alternative medicine

or healthcare (acupuncturist, massage
therapist, homeopath, etc.)

• attend self-help group
• need for health care
• needed but not received
• reasons not received
• home care services
• type of home care service

Health limitations affecting daily activities
• long-term physical, mental or health problem
• limitations at school, work, leisure time,

transportation

Health history of parents

Health in general (absence of disease or injury,
physical, mental and social well-being)/health
concerns

Age

Sex

Marital Status

Household
membership

Household
relationships

Number of
siblings
(biological
brothers/sisters)

Country of birth

Year of
immigration/
Immigrant
status

Citizenship

Language
• 1st language

learned in
childhood

• languages
spoken now

Ethnic and
cultural
background
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic
Autonomy

Physical And Psychological Well-being Other Gender
Related
Variables

Coverage
(health)

Lack of
money
- not enough
to purchase
food as
needed
- not eating
the quality
or variety of
foods

Health promotion
• did something to improve health
• most important change to improve health
• barrier to improving health
• reason(s)  for no improvement
• intentions to improve health in next year

Pregnancy

Height, weight
• desired weight

Reasons for change in health from previous
survey period
• new activity restriction or disability or

worsening of old one
• reasons for change
• reasons for no improvement

Main condition or health problem limiting
activities

Social support
• family/relatives
• friends
• support groups

Need help
• preparing meals
• shopping
• normal housework
• heavy household chores
• personal care
• moving about inside the house

Types of illnesses (otitis, food and other allergies,
asthma, arthritis/ rheumatism, high blood
pressure, migraines, diabetes, etc.)
• how often for each one
• medication taken for illness
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic
Autonomy

Physical And Psychological Well-being Other Gender
Related
Variables

Chronic health conditions (6 months or more)
diagnosed by a health professional
Immediate family medical history (birth parents,
biological brothers/sisters)

PAP smear
• when done and reason(s) for having PAP

smear
• problem(s) having PAP smear
• reason(s) for not having done

Mammogram
• when done and reason(s) for mammogram
• problem(s) having mammogram
• reason(s) for not having done

Breast examination by health professional
• when done and reason(s) for examination
• problem(s) having examination
• reason(s) for not having done

Breast self-examination
• frequency of breast self-examination
• how learned breast self-exam

Gave birth since last interview or in last 5 years
• birth in hospital
• services of doctor and/or midwife

Breast feeding
• breast fed or tried to breast feed
• duration
• received help/advice
• received help/advice from whom
• reason for stopping



National Population Health Survey - Cycles 1, 2 and 3 (1994 to 1999)

10

POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic
Autonomy

Physical And Psychological Well-being Other Gender
Related
Variables

Physical check-up
• without having health problem
• during visit for health problem
• date of last check-up
• frequency
• reason(s) for check-up
• problem(s) getting physical check-up
• reason(s) for not getting check-up

Flu shot
• ever had flu shot
• last time
• reason(s) for having flu shot
• problem(s) getting flu shot
• reason(s) for not getting flu shot

Visited dentist
• date of last visit
• reason(s) for visit
• problem(s) getting dental services
• reason(s) for not visiting dentist
• dental insurance

Eye Examination
• date of last eye exam
• reason(s) for eye exam
• problem(s) getting eye exam
• reason(s) for not getting eye exam
• insurance covering cost of eye glasses/contact

lenses

Emergency services used

Test for HIV or AIDS
• year of last test
• reason for HIV/AIDS test

Injection of non-prescription drugs

During school attendance (in past 12 months)
• rated information on improving health
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic
Autonomy

Physical And Psychological Well-being Other Gender
Related
Variables

• attended sex education classes
• rated sex education classes

Traumatic or upsetting events
• reason(s) for worry or unhappiness

Type of exercise/physical activity participated in
during last 3 months
• frequency and duration of exercise/physical

activity

Injury
• type of injury (breaks, burns, concussion, etc)
• how injury occurred

Suntan
• deepness
• sunburn – number of times and description
• frequency of use of sun screen
• frequency of use of protective clothing
• frequency of use of sunglasses with UV

Repetitive strain injury
• body part affected
• where injury caused (home, school, etc.)
• number of times injured
• type of injury
• how avoided the injury recurring

Prescription drugs taken (coedine, insulin,
steroids, etc.)

Over the counter drugs taken (pain relievers,
allergy medicine, cough or cold remedies, etc.)

Smoking
• who smokes inside the house
• age started smoking
• number of cigarettes smoked – daily, ever

smoked
• whether smoked during pregnancy, breast
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic
Autonomy

Physical And Psychological Well-being Other Gender
Related
Variables

feeding
• how early in day to have first cigarette
• perceptions of smoking (effects of second-

hand smoke; medical problems associated
with smoking)

• if ever considered quitting

Alcohol
• frequency of drinking
• number of drinks daily
• reason(s) reduced drinking
• whether consumed alcohol during pregnancy,
• breast feeding
• perceptions on drinking alcohol – moderate

drinking, effects on health, driving, getting
drunk, when pregnant or breastfeeding

• being drunk at school, work, caring for child
• emotional or psychological problems
• level or frequency of urge or desire to drink
• dependence on alcohol (strong urge or desire,

drunk for month or more, drinking more than
intended, number of times drank more than
intended

• drank more for same effect

Mental health
• consulted health professional

Spiritual values, faith

Support
• someone to confide in
• someone to advise
• someone to make feel loved and cared for

Frequency of contact
• with family and relative
• with close friends
• with neighbours

Partner
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic
Autonomy

Physical And Psychological Well-being Other Gender
Related
Variables

• if smokes
• if exercises
• if drinks too much
• if overeats
• if uses tranquilizers

Received care from friend or relative
Gave care to friend or relative

Overall rating of health care system
• availability
• quality

Sexual relationships
• ever had
• age at first
• duration of relationship
• use of condoms
• contracting diseases
• knowledge/use of prevention

Drinking and driving
• Passenger in vehicle with driver intoxicated
• if driver held valid license
• use of seatbelts
• drinking and driving self
• designated driver

Level of feeling safe (at school, home,
community)

Number of times verbally abused, physically
attacked or verbally threatened (on bus, at school)

Ability to handle day-to-day demands,
unexpected or difficult problems
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic Autonomy Physical And
Psychological Well-
being

Other Gender Related
Variables

Survey of
Labour and
Income
Dynamics
(SLID)
- Labour Data
(January 2000)
- Income Data
(May 2000)

Work history
• ever worked
• full time/part-time
• number of years

worked
• start date of full-time

work
• number of months

worked in last 12
months of reference
year

Total duration of activities
(usual # of hours/month)

• work at main job
• work at other job(s)
• overtime

• other work activities

Reasons for not looking for
work

Income
• permission to use tax

records instead of
asking income
questions; or

• income from all
sources

• wages/salary
• farm self-employment
• non-farm self-

employment
• interest/dividends/

capital gains/
investments

• Child Tax Benefit
• OAS; CPP; etc.
• EI benefits

Work limitation
• non-work limitation
• long-term disability/

condition
• job change difficulty
• prevented working

more

Age/date of birth

Sex

Marital Status
• dates status

changed

Respondent’s
children
• how many given

birth to/
raised/adopted

• how many
fathered/raised/
adopted

• year of birth of
each child

Household
membership

Household
relationships

Language(s)
• 1st learned in

childhood
• still understands
• household

language

Parents’ place of
birth

Aboriginal status

Ethnic, cultural
background
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic Autonomy Physical And
Psychological Well-
being

Other Gender Related
Variables

Income from all sources
(continued)
• social assistance
• Workers’

Compensation.
• GST/HST credits
• provincial or territorial

tax credits
• pensions
• support/alimony

payments
• other income
• total income

Contributions to:
• employer pension plan
• union
• insurance premiums

Education history
• number of years

completed (elementary
and high school)

• reasons for not
completing high school

• enrolment in post-
secondary institution

• certificates, diplomas
or degrees received

• how long to complete
program

• date of receipt of
certificate, diploma or
degree

• major field of
specialization

• reasons for choosing
specialization

Education level of parents
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic Autonomy Physical And
Psychological Well-
being

Other Gender
Related
Variables

Adult
Education and
Training
Survey (AETS)
– 1998

Labour Force Information
• work at a job or business

(current and past)
• employee or self-employed
• kind of business, industry or

service
• type of work
• status in job (management,

family worker unpaid, etc.)
• training provided by employer
• absence or separation from

work and main reason
• expected date of return
• hours of work at main job
• paid hours
• number of hours normally

worked
• hours away from work (illness,

etc.)
• hours of paid overtime
• reason if does not work more

than 30 hours per week
• paid absence from work and

duration
• job search if unemployed
• earnings from work
• unionized
• permanency of work
• firm size

Training/education
• taken full-time or part-time
• have a job or business while

taking training/  education
• employer/business support,

provide, pay or give time off
for training,  education or
courses

Training/Education (continued)

Courses, training or
education taken for
hobby, recreational or
personal interest or
development

Limitation of activities
due to physical, mental
or health conditions

Age

Sex

Marital Status

Household
membership

Ethnic or
cultural
background

Citizenship

Age at
immigration
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic Autonomy Physical And
Psychological Well-
being

Other Gender
Related
Variables

• medium for training, education
or courses (classroom
instruction, seminars, software,
internet, tapes, on-the-job, etc.

• training/education through
correspondence,  distance
learning or internet

• main reason for taking
training/education

• use of skills or knowledge
acquired from
training/education at work

• number of hours and weeks for
training/ education

Education Attainment
• highest level of schooling
• type and level of program

(diploma, certificate or degree)
• receipt of degree, diploma or

certificate
• major subject or field of study

School attendance
• current attendance
• enrollment full-time or part-

time
• summer school

Training/education needed but did
not take (reasons)

Annual income from all sources
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic
Autonomy

Physical And Psychological Well-being Other Gender
Related
Variables

General Social
Survey (Cycle
13 –
Victimization
(1999)

Spouse/
partners main
activity in last
12 month
• working at

paid job or
business

• looking for
paid work

• going to
school

• caring for
children

• household
work

• retired

Spouse/partner
level of
education

Spouse/partner
hours of work

Respondent’s
Education
• graduation

from high
school

• further
schooling

• highest level
of education
attained

• full-time or
part-time
education
status

Crime rates – knowledge/perception of
• in neighbourhood
•  incidence increased or decreased in last 5

years

Feelings of safety
• walking alone after dark
• frequency of walking alone after dark
• waiting for or using public transportation

after dark
• frequency of using public transportation

after dark
• alone at home in evening or at night

Contact with police in 12 month period for:
• public information session
• traffic violation
• victim of crime
• witness to a crime
• being arrested

Contact with Canadian criminal courts

Occurrence of being out in evenings for
various activities per month

Protection of self or property from crime
• changed routine, etc.
• installed security devices
• taken self-defense courses
• changed phone number
• obtained a dog or gun
• changed residence or moved

Age

Sex

Marital Status

Household
membership

Household
relationships

Children of
respondent
• age of

youngest
living in
household

• number of
children
living in
household

Relationship of
victim to
offender

Aboriginal
status

Citizenship

Ethnic and
cultural
background

Age at
immigration
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic
Autonomy

Physical And Psychological Well-being Other Gender
Related
Variables

Education level
of parents
Paid work
• employee or

self-
employed

• age when
last did paid
work

• number of
weeks in 12
month
period

• number of
hours per
week
worked at
all jobs

• scheduled
hours of
work at
home
(excluding
overtime)

North American
Industrial
Classification
System coding
for
r*espondent's
work

Standard
Occupational
Classification of
respondents
work

Measures taken to make self safer from crime
• carried something to defend yourself or to

alert other people
• lock car doors when alone
• check back seat of car
• plan route
• stay at home at night

Level of satisfaction with personal safety
from crime

Damage to property – own or household and
number of times

Anyone take or try to take something using
force or threat of force and number of times

Attempts to break into residence or other
buildings on property and number of times
• what was evidence
• victim present or away
• type of weapon is used by offender
• during incident was respondent physically

or sexually assaulted and how assaulted

Items stolen from property – outside home, at
work, from school or public place such as
store, restaurant and number of times

Attacks or threats with a weapon and number
of times

Forced into unwanted sexual activity by
threats or assault and number of times

Threats
• face-to-face
• phone
• mail
• electronic mail
• whether felt threat would be carried out

Language
• 1st learned

in
childhood

• still
understood

• household
language

Religion and
attendance
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic
Autonomy

Physical And Psychological Well-being Other Gender
Related
Variables

Description of
hours of work at
main job (on-
call, irregular
schedule,
regular schedule
or shifts, etc.)
Respondent’s
main source of
income in last
12 months

Total personal
income

Household
income

Aspects of relationships with partner/spouse
over 5 year period (including current and ex-
partner/spouse)
• limiting access to friends or family
• verbal abuse
• jealousy
• threats to harm someone close
• damage to possessions or property
Aspects of relationships with partner/spouse
over 5 year period (including current and ex-
partner/spouse) (continued)
• emotional or financial abuse
• physical or sexual abuse/violence
• most serious type of violence
• number of incidents

Aspects of  relationships with children (same
as partner/spouse relationships) – includes
senior abuse

Aspects of  relationship with caregivers who
assist with everyday activities or provide care
(similar to partner/spouse relationships)  -
includes senior abuse

Victim of crime – during lifetime
• sexual assault
• robbery
• assault
• break and enter
• motor vehicle theft
• personal/household property theft
• fraud
• vandalism
• stalking
• physical injury due to crime

Condition due to violence (frequency of
situations and duration of condition – 12
month period and in past 5 years from survey
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic
Autonomy

Physical And Psychological Well-being Other Gender
Related
Variables

reference date)
• injury due to violence
• needed to stay in hospital
• received attention from doctor or nurse
• had to stay in bed
• had to take time off from everyday

activities

Use of alcohol by partner/spouse during
incidents
Threats or abuse of others in household by
partner/spouse during incidents (children,
other family members)

Fear for life due to spouse/partner violent or
threatening behaviour

Sought counsel or compensation because of
violence

Police notified about incidents (by victim or
by someone else)

Reason police notified
• to attempt to stop violence
• to arrest/punish spouse / partner
• duty to notify police
• recommended to by someone else

Spouse/partner behaviour following police
involvement

Reasons police are not contacted

Discussion or contact with someone other
than police following incident or violence
• Family
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic
Autonomy

Physical And Psychological Well-being Other Gender
Related
Variables

• friends
• co-worker
• doctor, nurse, lawyer, minister, clergy,

priest
• crisis centre or crisis line
• counsellor or psychologist
• community centre or family centre
• shelter or transition house
• women’s centre/men’s centre or support

group
• senior’s centre
• police or court-based victim services

Did not use services available for victims and
reasons

Asked if would have been interested in
participating in victim/offender meeting to
discuss appropriate way offender should be
dealt with outside of police-court process

How experience affected respondent
• afraid of children
• shame/embarrassment
• angry
• depressed/anxiety attacks
• fearful
• hurt/disappointment
• increased self-reliance
• lowered self-esteem
• more cautious or aware
• how affected self
• problems relating to men/women
• shock/disbelief
• sleeping problems
• upset/confused/frustrated

Most serious victimization reported in past 12
months (excludes spousal/senior abuse)
• personal victimization
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POLICY ISSUE AREAS AND SURVEY RELATED VARIABLESSTATISTIC
CANADA
SURVEYS

Economic
Autonomy

Physical And Psychological Well-being Other Gender
Related
Variables

• household crime

Total number of incidents in past 12 months
by partner, ex-partner, caregiver, child
• sexual assault
• physical assault

Relationship of victim to offender

Number of offenders involved in committing
offense

Physical, emotional or mental limitations at
work, school, home due to long-term
condition or health problem
• limited in amount or kind of activity can

do at home, work, school, etc.
• main condition of health problem
• problems sleeping due to health problem
• use of medication to help sleep, calm

down, get out of depression
• describe state of health


