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Your Excellency Madame. Chairperson, Excellencies, Distinguished guests and delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, on behalf of the Government of Mongolia I would like to express my deepest appreciation for the organizers (the Secretariat of the UNECE and the Government of Switzerland) who have availed us this opportunity for taking part in the 5th session of the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes. I would also like extend my warm greetings to all participants of this meeting.

Today, climate change becomes a globally important issue, water resource and its depleting in nature needs such significance and attention all of us.  
Projecting the water resources within the socio-economic development is a key parameter for our long-term policy making on national, regional and global scales. In that respect, allow me to give an account on the state of affairs in my country. 
In1990 the socio-economic transformation started in the country, the Government of Mongolia has accomplished the series of economic and legislative reforms with the objective of promoting macroeconomic stabilization and sustainable development in last two decades.  Mongolia is prioritizing the establishment of a safe and healthy environment for its people to live while sustaining a long-term, comprehensive policy on socio-economic development with an emphasis of protecting environment and natural resources by maintaining the ecological balance. In that extent, we are making efforts toward utilizing economic leverage to protect our surrounding environment, increasing community-based activities and adopting a Polluter Pays Principle, while focusing on public awareness for protection of nature and proper utilization of natural resources.
Mongolia is geographically located in Asia-Pacific region on the border of three big watersheds and on comparatively high plateau which is upstream three major basins in the region. But the country is challenge of intense desertification and small precipitation in between Russian Federation and People’s Republic of China.

Access to water heavily depends on geographic location and economic conditions in the country. Two thirds of rural population and one third of urban population consumes open source of water including open wells, springs and streams, and snow and rain water. According to the State of Environment Report, it found that 40 percent of total population consumes unsafe drinking water that does not fulfill requirements by the national and international standards. 
However, the number of rules and procedures have been developed and approved within the framework of enforcement activities under the National Law on Water, there is urgent need to improve and make more comprehensive policy measures to achieve the better results recognizing the precautionary and polluter-pays principles in water management.

If the convention is opened beyond its region include its neighboring countries, it may help us to overcome those national constraints on water management and in addition it may scale-up the ongoing bilateral water negotiations for example Mongolia and Russian Federation, and Mongolia and PRC for Protection and use of transboundary water.
Thus, I would like to re-call the Amendments to Articles 25 and 26 for opening the Convention. The aims and objectives of the convention on Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes are significant multilateral legal framework as needed to be expanded its neighboring countries like Mongolia and others.    
I would like to thank the distinguished delegation of Switzerland mentioned that there are available technical and financial assistance for interested parties not yet become a member to the convention, which will facilitate for further commitment of successful implementation and compliance to the convention from non-member states.
 In this respect, we are interested in future cooperation with the Convention and its further activities in the framework.
The challenge of water management we are facing is global; ways to tackle the present problem must be also global cooperative action. 
In this occasion, I would like to highlight the contribution of the Government of Netherlands for the current studies and management of water resources in Mongolia under the “Integrated water resources management” project. 

Madame Chairperson,


I do hope this meeting would help to forge regional partnership and thus contributing to larger global efforts extending protection and use of transboundary water and international lakes to meet the goals of sustainable development.

Thank you for your attention
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