Excellencies, Distinguished Madam Chair, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen!
I wish to avail myself of this opportunity to wish you a very good morning.

As all of you may be aware that Afghanistan is invited to this important event as an observer for this event, and as a country of focus to be covered by the Water Convention in the future.

Please allow me to briefly update you with regard to Afghanistan Water Resource Management Affairs, past happenings, present activities and future tasks and requirements.

Due to the last thirty years of warfare and insurgency, Afghanistan has almost lost all of its infrastructures, as well as, management and academic systems. 
Among those lost, was the most vulnerable and important sectors - The Water Sector. Around 85% of the country’s population is involved directly or indirectly in agricultural activities. 
Beside the fact, that water is essential to life and the ecosystem services, agriculture is directly dependent on the irrigation system and the secure availability of water for irrigation. 
Beside the water resources, natural crises which are mainly caused by Climate Change, our people also have suffered by water-related managerial crises.
With due considerations of the Water Resources Management System of Afghanistan in the past, the following points were the most serious issues:
· There were no equitable and reasonable utilization of water
· No mechanisms of a significant scale to prevent water resources from harm
· No consultation with shared riparian countries. As Afghanistan has five river basins, and all these basins have crossed the political borders of the country.

· Very limited participating in International Conferences and new events regarding trans-boundary water affairs

· There were no participation in water resource management and its distributions across the country
· Non-existence of policy for trans-boundaries water resource management.
· No sufficient usage of water inside the country. From total available water of the country, Afghanistan used only 30% of its water for all purposes. However it has fertile arable lands for agriculture. On the other hand, as an upstream country, we have full rights to use the country’s available water sufficiently in an equitable manner.
· The downstream countries with no consultations with us have developed lands for agriculture, irrigation systems and constructed dams. These all could be a base to create conflicts in trans-boundary level, whenever we start sufficient usage of water in the very near future.

· No adequate academic research on water affairs has been carried out.
Distinguished Delegates,

To address all those issues which have been mentioned above, the Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan has found solutions, in order to mitigate the previous problems, which I mentioned.

The following concrete steps have been taken:
· Development of a new Water Law. This Law is based on Integrated Water Resource Management approach.

· Establishment of a National Council for Water Affairs, called Supreme Council for Water Affairs Management - SCWAM.
· Development of related policies and strategies in the water sector.

· Establishment of National Environmental Protection Agency. NEPA is mainly responsible for water quality on the country level.

· Ratification of New Environmental Law for the first time in the history of the country.

· Management of water resources on basin level.

· The policy for the trans-boundary water resources management is under urgent process.
· We will sign the International Water Convention in a proper time through Afghanistan’s diplomatic channels.

Excellencies, distinguished delegates,

Afghanistan still needs to be supported in many different fields, specifically in water resources affairs. 
These supports could be as:
· Sharing information and exchanges of related data. The role of  our neighbors is significant in this regard

· Capacity Development

· Technology transfers, specially for irrigation systems

·  Beginning of the negotiations on trans-boundaries waters affairs
· Development of research and academic centers in water resources affairs.
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen!

In closing, please allow me to thank all for your kind attention and having the patience for hearing me. I would like to thank UNECE for kindly facilitating my participation in this very important event as well as the host country (Switzerland).
Thank you!
Eng. Najibullah Yamin
Senior Environmental Advisor
National Environmental Protection Agency (NEPA)
Afghanistan
