Report of the Czech Delegation
to the 5th Meeting of the Parties to the Water Convention
The Czech Republic has been Party to the Convention on Protection and Use of Trans-boundary Watercourses and International Lakes since 2000 and Party to the Protocol on Water and Health since 2001. In line with the Art. 9 of the Convention, the Czech Republic has all its territory covered by the international treaties for protection of its main river basins Elbe, Danube and Oder and has bilateral agreements on cooperation on trans-boundary waters with all neighbouring states (Austria, Germany, Poland and Slovakia), as 30% of the state border of the Czech Republic is created by the watercourses. 
The Czech Republic is open to cooperation in water sector also with other countries. It is actively involved in the EU Water Initiative predominantly with Moldova. To support participation of the countries outside the UN ECE Region in activities of the Water Convention the Czech Republic ratified the Amendments to the Articles 25 and 26 of the Convention on the 29th of January 2008. 
All the important Czech streams drain into the territories of the neighbouring states. Bearing in mind its position on the roof of Europe, the Czech Republic`s Government focuses on improvement and maintenance of the quality of water and its ecosystems. The Czech Republic welcomes and supports use of the recommendations on Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES) in integrated water resources management that were adopted at the 4th Meeting of Parties in 2006. The Czech Ministry of the Environment prepared a study in order to review existing Czech legislation and economic instruments in relation to the recommendations on PES with the aim to identify possible legislative amendments necessary for the implementation of the PES. The Study concludes that the Czech Republic regulates permissions for use of surface and groundwater and for discharges of waste water. Simultaneously it applies the “polluter and user pays” principles supported by the monitoring of quality and quantity of water as controlling mechanism. It can be said that these principles and regulations provide for the payment for the use of water, set up specific funds for recovery and maintenance of ecosystems with the aim of protection and sustainable use of water resources and last but not least protection against floods in natural way. However, there are still gaps in strengthening the public awareness about the ecosystem services and lack of methodologies for their economic evaluation. This situation should be improved in the future.
Recently, concerns have arisen due to the impacts of climate change on hydrological conditions, as the water sector is considered to be the most vulnerable and potentially the most affected one. Floods are the biggest direct threat for the population and property in the Czech Republic. Their prevention, management and mitigation are embedded in the Czech Water Act and cooperation on international level is also under way. Nevertheless, the growing danger of draught cannot be underestimated. During dry periods the river discharge in low precipitation regions drops under the minimum ecological flow and the surface water becomes extensively polluted due to the insufficient dilution capacity of recipients. The level of groundwater decreases and the water resources don’t satisfy the demand. On the basis of the latest research the draught management plan and the overall climate change adaptation strategy for the Czech Republic is under preparation. 
Full transposition of the European water regulations to the Czech legislation (e.g. UWWT Directive, Nitrate directive, Flood Directive and others) substantially contributed to the protection of water and its ecosystems in the Czech Republic. 
Implementation of the European Water Framework Directive plays an important role in the integrated water management on national as well as on international level. According to its provisions Monitoring Programs, including methodologies on national and trans-national levels were approved in 2007. In 2009 the first phase of preparation of River Basin Management Plans and Programs of Measures for international river basins of Elbe, Danube and Oder are going to be accomplished on national as well as on the international levels. Their subsequent implementation on the three levels (international, national and sub-basins levels) will substantially contribute to the water and ecosystems quality, not only on the territory of the Czech Republic but also in the whole international river basins of Elbe, Danube and Oder and will help us to achieve Water Framework Directive environmental objectives - good ecological and chemical status and good ecological and chemical potential by all water bodies in the future. 

