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As a head of the Bulgarian delegation, first of all, I would like to thank the Head of the Federal Department of the Environment, Transport, Energy and Communication of Confederation of Switzerland for the hospitality 
Transboundary cooperation in the light of water management is very important for Bulgaria having in mind that  Bulgaria is upstream country regarding Turkey and Greece and, on the other hand, it is  situated downstream of the Danube river. In this sense, we acknowledge our responsibilities as country sharing rivers with our neighbors from different positions. 

Acknowledging the importance of transboundary cooperation, Bulgaria is a party to a number of bilateral and multilateral agreements where the experience gained is significant.  As example I would mention the Danube River Protection Convention and the Convention on the protection of the Black sea against  pollution. We have more than twelve bilateral agreements regulating the environmental protection in general or stipulating specific environmental matters. This legal framework is a very good base for setting up successful international relationships with the countries concerned.

As a Member State in the EU, Bulgaria has fully transposed the European legislation regarding the water management. 

Furthermore, significant efforts have been made for implementing the Water Framework Directive 
and the Directive concerning urban waste water treatment (91/271/EEC).

In compliance with the Water Framework Directive, we have already elaborated river basin management plans, including river basin management plans covering those parts of the transboundary rivers falling within our territory. In light of the aforesaid, Bulgaria implements its obligations under the article 13, item 2 of the Water Framework Directive which specifies that if an international river basin plan is not produced, Member States shall produce river basin management plans covering at least those parts of the international river basin district falling within their territory to achieve the objectives of the WFD.  Our river basin management plans have been published and made available in public for comments.
The Bulgarian National Surface Water Monitoring System comprises programmes for controlling monitoring and operational monitoring. There are more than 320 stations for controlling monitoring and 260 stations for operational monitoring. Monitoring results from the regional laboratories  are being  analyzed  every  month by the Executive Agency for Environment and Water which submits to the European Environmental Agency annual reports. Furthermore, Bulgaria has prepared and submitted to the European Commission, basin districts monitoring programmes in accordance with the requirements of the articles 8 and 15, paragraph 2 of the Water Framework Directive.                                            During the period of 2007– 2009 there is no pollution indicated above the standard limits set by the national and EU legislation. 
In addition, I would like to say that we are doing our best to decrease and eliminate waste disposals in proximity to the river courses. 

By the year of 2013 all unauthorized waste disposal sites in  Bulgaria will have been closed and re-cultivated. During the period  2007-2009 the  Regional Environmental Inspectorates  didn’t register pollution caused by waste disposal sites despite of spring and autumn rainfall in this period. The municipalities undertook  measures for improvement of the waste collection and transportation, and for closing up the unauthorized waste disposal sites. In this period more than 25 unauthorized waste disposal sites were closed.

I would like to say also that, the Ministry of Environment and water prepares amendments to the Water act aiming transposition of  requirements of Directive 2007/60/EC on the assessment and management of flood risk, came into force from November 26, 2007

According to the instruction of the Minister of Environment and water, operative working unit within the Water Management Directorate has been established for receiving and analyzing information for the state of the rivers and large dams for preventing critical situations at the time of snow melting and intensive rainfall.

To summurise, I would like to declare the political will of  the Bulgarian government to continue the  transboundary cooperation on water management issues with our neighboring countries and with the other countries, as well as  to be helpful for all countries who want to share our experience. Bulgaria will be very active participant  in the Water Convention’s  working groups with suggestions for reaching good ecological status of water bodies and better transboundary water management and cooperation.
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