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Dear Chair,

Distinguished colleagues,

We are all aware about the challenges posed by climate change as a serious threat to sustainable development, with adverse impacts already visible on the environment, natural resources, food security, human health, economic activity, and physical infrastructure. 

Science tells us that warming of the climate system is irreversible and is mainly caused by human activity. It tells us that unless we act now, impacts will quickly become difficult to handle, with irreversible consequences for Humanity and our environment. It however, also tells us that mitigation of climate change is technically feasible and economically affordable, if we act now. Moreover, early action will reduce the severity and frequency of climate change impacts, avoiding potentially massive costs to our societies. 

In the same time, the benefits of strong, early global action on climate change could considerably increase the costs of inaction, and addressing climate change globally is a pro-growth strategy for the longer term.
Romania, as the first Annex I Party that ratified the Kyoto Protocol is not only politically committed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 8 per cent, but also engaged itself in the last decade in a social, economical and financial reform that resulted in the real reduction of emissions by more than 40 per cent in 2005, compared with 1989. Based on these facts, our main objective is to continue the decoupling of the economic growth with the greenhouse gas emissions increase in the next years, by implementing coherent policies and measures related to energy efficiency, promotion of renewable energy use, decreasing the energy intensity in industry, clean transportation, agriculture and waste management.

The Romanian Government also adopted urgent measures to maintain the quality of life so that the population and the economy of our country do not suffer from these phenomena.

In the last decade Romania has faced a large number of extreme phenomena ranging from extreme floods to prolonged droughts. The amplitude of the effects generated by these events has been amplified by improper social and economic development and by changes of the hydro morphological conditions.

According with the majority of forecasts and prediction Romania is one of the European countries which will face a reduction by 20% of the available water resources. This situation will be very much visible in the southern and eastern part of the country.

On the other hand due to the increase in temperature we will witness an increased in the occurrence of extreme floods particularly flush floods.

In order to adapt to this changes Romania is developing a number of strategies focused to the better management of the water resource, improvement of the river basin conditions, reduction of risks to the extreme phenomena. The measures included in these strategies will include water re-use, reduction of water losses, better technologies, reduction of water pollution, afforestation and wetland restoration  public involvement and awareness .Most of these measures require important financial resources.

In order to implement such a large and diverse measures a public-private partnership will be necessary both from financial and administrative point of view.

Having in mind the regional –basin wide character of the water management an increased cooperation in the international river basins should be promoted. In this respect we consider that the experience gained within the Danube basin could be an example of good practice.

Romania also cooperates with Bulgaria, Serbia, Ukraine, Hungary and Moldova in the framework of the agreements signed for transboundary water management.

We consider very important the involvement of the European Commission both from the regulatory and implementation point of view. In this respect the Flood Directive and Communication on drought and water scarcity are very important tools for actions.

We very much appreciate the activity done under the Water Convention and Water and Health Protocol, particularly regarding the water supply in the extreme conditions.

Romania will continue to actively support the activities developed under the Water Convention and in this respect we will organize a seminar at the end of November regarding climate change and water management and a meeting next year.        
Thank you very much for your attention.
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