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Dear Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to participate in the V-th Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes, and to this end I would like to welcome the organizers of this high-level event, the secretariat of the Convention and all the participants of this event.

Transboundary cooperation in the framework of the Helsinki Water Convention imposes on ratified neighboring countries to take certain coordinated actions in the field of transboundary rivers water management. The requirements and obligations that emanate from the provisions of this Convention aimed at establishing and improving cooperation on the basis of equality and reciprocity, through the conclusion of bilateral agreements and establishing common policies for the prevention, limitation and reduction of transboundary impact. Beginning in 1994, since the Republic of Moldova ratified the convention, co-management waters of the rivers Prut and Dniester is based on bilateral agreements concluded with Romania and Ukraine. During the cooperation within the framework of these treaties and so far our relations with our neighbors built on goodwill and mutual understanding, even though we have large reserves in the development of the further action to improve the ecological status of transboundary rivers, the Prut, the Danube and Dniester. Since the moment, when these agreements were signed, passed 15 years, and for such period of time in the world good water management practices in a transboundary context appeared, by creating a river commissions, there are effective results on the implementation of the Water Framework Directive of the European Union in the part of the basin principle management of rivers.
At the same time I would like to note that Moldova and our neighbors, with whom agreements were signed, participate in number of other multilateral agreements on the environment, concluded under the auspices of the UNECE that enable our countries to strengthen the synergies in the approaches to the joint meeting of requirements of the provisions of these international instruments in reducing the impact on the ecological regime of transboundary rivers. Based on the foregoing, for us and our neighboring countries it was necessary to realize the cooperation potential in the management of transboundary rivers. Right for the use of this reserve, we have decided with Ukraine to increase the legal framework of cooperation on water management of the river basin Dniester. To do this, in 2005 under the guidance and support of the UNECE and the OSCE the project "Transboundary Cooperation and Sustainable Management of the Dniester River" was launched.
The project has been started for the purpose of development of transboundary cooperation, for the purpose of concrete definition of obligations of the parties in comparison with the Agreement of 1994 in which these obligations and responsibilities were narrow on format, and institutional mechanism of cooperation included annual and extraordinary meetings of representatives, and the range of issues in the competence of representatives, their rights and responsibilities were not concrete and didn't correspond to the criteria and the standards applicable to the water management, which are accepted in modern international practice.
At that stage both in Moldova, and in Ukraine priorities of ecological policy which have been directed on harmonisation of national legislations to European coincided. These aspects have enabled the development of the project in a transboundary context, and, in particular, to focus on improving the legal framework for the two-party cooperation. However, there was the lack of basin approach, taking into account interests of all stakeholders and public involvement. As a result of the projects "Dnestr-1" and "Dniester-2", we have: 
- The Diagnostic analysis of condition of the waters of Dniester, recommendations for improvement of ecological status of the Dniester River basin. 
- The Draft of the new agreement on cooperation in the management of the Dniester River waters to meet modern requirements management, including an integrated approach, the "polluter pays" and pollution prevention 
- Projects of Regulations and Position on improvement of existing cooperation with Ukraine,
- Program of Action for the sustainable management of the waters of the Dniester River.

The new agreement, if it is approved by the parties, will serve as a legal field for the creation of effective institutional mechanisms for the development and realization of joint action plans and programs. Simultaneously, this mechanism will take substantial measures to reduce pollution of the river and restore its ecosystem, preserving landscape and biological diversity in the basin. It is based on the recommendations of an advisory body - the River Commission, consisting of all interested bodies and individuals from non-governmental organizations and regional authorities. And in Moldova, and Ukraine, the mentioned document agreement is currently negotiated with all concerned ministries and institutions, but to complete the commenced work and for continuation of implementation of the Program of Action, we need first all political will to finalize the joint efforts at the national and interstate level of this update mechanism - the Agreement on cooperation in the management and protection of water resources of the Dniester.
Simultaneously with the promotion of a New Agreement, we hope to solve very many poorly resolved so far, joint problems in a domain of the improvement of the condition of the river basin, its forestation, soil erosion, industrial pollution control and equitable use of water. This is primarily a matter of river hydrology. Because of the current changes in the hydrologic regime of the river which are connected with the construction of hydrosystem Novodnestrovskaya and its extensions (without observance of the procedures for notification to the building (there is no reaction to our requests for information from the Ukraine so far) today in Moldova it is impossible to develop and ensure proper maintenance of the status of wetlands of international importance and viability of the basin ecosystems. As the result, our ecosystems are not able to provide environmental services to our population. To deny this obvious scientifically proven fact is senseless. 
I am sure that we must and have to find an appropriate understanding with Ukraine to work together for implementation of the reduction of negative impact on river. These measures can have organizational nature, without significant financial costs for optimisation of modes of operation. We have a permanent Conservation Policy Dialogue in a transboundary context between our countries for those purposes. This dialogue takes place within the framework of joint projects, developed in the region: these are the TACIS project "Water Management" and "Cooperation for the Protection of the Black Sea" and the project with the support of Germany "risk management" and series of projects, the UNECE and OSCE Dniester-1, Dniester -2, Dniester-3, and other projects aimed at strengthening cooperation between our countries. Especially I want to mention the role of international organizations such as OSCE and the UNECE and UNEP, which help us. We need their support to resolve the above-mentioned actual environmental problems of our countries and of the region in whole. You should also note the important role of the Convention, through which we receive important guidance and methodical assistance in establishing sustainable transboundary policies in the light of climate change, policies for adaptation to the negative consequences associated with natural disasters. 
We should also mention the role of nongovernmental organisations of Moldova and Ukraine (Eco-Tiras, Ecospectrum, Mama-86 and others) who have invested a lot of effort to strengthen the dialogue on mentioned problems of the river Dniester between Moldova and Ukraine. We should pay attention to their appeals on the need of reformation our approaches to managing the river for its recovery by joint efforts and to take as a rule the primary long-term interests of our people, for whom the river is the common wealth.

We believe that our countries should show the necessary political will to continue the successful collaboration for resolution of problems of the Dniester River, which at the same time would solve many social, economic and environmental problems in the region, both countries are equally disturbing.
Concerning the cooperation on the Prut and the Danube rivers, we expect from our neighbors - Ukraine and Romania consent and actions to conclude a trilateral agreement on the basin of the Prut River with formation of a commission and development of an action plan. This is a requirement of the Water Framework Directive of the EU. We also wish to develop further cooperation with Romania on flood risk management, Kosteshskogo water reservoir management on the basis of the new Agreement signed at the level of our governments. Successful examples of such arrangements in the Danube basin are the agreements on the rivers Sava and Tisza. In the light of climate change, we must no longer sit idly by, but quickly agreed to take adaptive action to improve the quality of water and other natural resources. 

I wish to inform participants that as a result of recent political developments in Moldova Agency for water resources management became part of the Ministry of Environment. I am sure that this will contribute to cleaner water policy in Moldova.

Moldova supports the approval of proposed documents on water and climate, reduction of the negative impacts of natural disasters and water management to the convention, and encourages their adoption and to ensure wide dissemination in the region.

Thank you for your attention.
� Informal translation from Russian
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