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1) Representing a country sharing waters with 7 neighbours in the middle of the Danube river basin I wish to share with you in nutshell our experience and some of the lessons learnt in transboundary water management. Being n upstream and also downstream country we have been engaged in transboundary cooperation for a long time dated beck to the end of the 1st Workd War.
2) The first I wish to underline is the crucial importance of a firm legal basis and related well functioning institutions. It applies from national to international river basin levels including bilateral as well as sub-basin activities. We are aware that transboundary waters can successfully be managed only if proper conditions at all these levels are in place an operate in a harmonised way, like in case of Hungary.
3) How it looks like in Hungary now, what is the hierarchy of the legal basis of transboundary water management? 
Bilateral transboundary water agreements and commissions exist with all of our neighbours which have undergone certain evolution. These agreements at the beginning were territorially oriented on the transboundary water sections only focusing mainly on water quantity related issues and their scopes widened later step by step towards the river basin approach through their upgrading in line with the relevant international law developments. Such developments are the UNE ECE Water Convention a framework type of instrument the provisions of which are basis for several river basin conventions like in our case the Danube river protection convention and presently the EU WFD. Besides these main frameworks we have also initiated the Tisza river cooperation (one of the main tributaries of the Danube shared by 5 countries) which is justified with the specificity of that region (water quantity problems, draughts, mining…). 

((Besides those mentioned Hungary has also ratifies the UN Watercourses convention to make her sets of such kind of instruments complete.))
According to EU WFD we have the obligation to elaborate river basin management plans till the end of 2009 (national plans, plan for the Danube River basin and with a slight delay plan for the Tisza basin).

4) How such cooperation can work? What are crucial?

= Mutual trust (it takes time and requires patient to build it between the governmental players as well as between the regional organs on the two sides of the shared borders - both are equally important.) 
= Regular meetings, expert level and higher level consultations make possible to learn each other’s problems and better understand. It can prevent conflicts and facilitates problem solving.
= operation of joint and harmonised monitoring, warning system, joint planning, prevention and response activities, assistance in extraordinary situations  all these are essential element of a well functioning transboundary cooperation
5) Transboundary cooperation is essential and beneficial not only for downstream countries: Just one example: Hungary providing support to her upstream partner Ukraine to  strengthen the flood defence system, and upgrade water quality monitoring),
6) How the system works in case of conflicts? Allow me the refer to 2 examples: 1) Foaming of

the Raba river (shared by Austria and Hungary): due to the operation of 3 leather factories.  As a result of intensive negotiations of the plenipotentiaries of the bilateral transboundary water commission Austria has introduced stricter emission standards and the companies started to improve the technology including waste water treatment. The problems seem to be solved soon if the mutually agreed action plan will be implemented.
2) Accidental oil pollution arrived from Romania on one of the transboundary rivers the Szamos/Somes. Regional authorities of the 2 countries cooperated in the elimination of the problem and at the end even the polluting materials have been taken back by the country of origin.  
7)
Conflict resolution is always problematic therefore it is better to avid the conflict itself.  For this reason emphases should be put on joint or harmonised activities like joint river basin planning, food risk management , even contingency planning with our neighbours and also at larger, shared basins scale.
8) This short time hasn’t allowed to give a more complex presentation about the system and related activities. I wish to conclude by expressing my appreciation for this initiative that high level representatives of the Central Asian countries gathered here in Geneva with the intention to further strengthen their cooperation on transboundary watersheds. I wish successes in developing the best suitable instruments and frameworks for it. Our experience shows that in this work you can rely on the UN ECE Water Convention their Protocols and products (e.g. guidelines) and I also express our readiness to share our experience with those interested in.
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