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Opening by Ms. Hannele Pokka, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of the Environment of Finland, the Chairperson of the segment
· Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, it gives me great pleasure to chair this high-level segment on transboundary water cooperation in Central Asia and the role of the Convention.  
· As you know, my country is the birthplace of the Convention. Therefore, I feel also a personal engagement in facilitating a dialogue on the subject. It is a priority not only for those coming from Central Asia, but for the entire region. 

· The need to strengthen institutional mechanisms for transboundary water cooperation is among the challenges countries of Central Asia are facing. This includes the need to empower institutions with adequate mandates to implement Integrated Water Resource Management. It is important to promote basin-wide cooperation, and to overcome poor representation of all key sectors in transboundary water cooperation - sectors, such as environment, water, health, agriculture and energy. It is equally important to enforce decisions and strengthen coordination also at the national level. These problems are not relevant only in Central Asia. They are also relevant in one way or another for countries in other parts of the UNECE region. 
· From the experience of my country, I know how long it may take to establish well-functioning transboundary water cooperation. However, there is no other solution for transboundary water management, but cooperation with neighbours. By cooperating, we can continue enjoying long-term benefits from our shared water resources. 
· We all know that water cooperation in Central Asia has recently garnered  increasing attention in the international arena. This interest has been accompanied by the development of several new initiatives and many fora are addressing this subject (e.g. EU Central Asia Strategy, Berlin Water Unites Process, and Wider Europe Initiative of Finland ).
· The Wider Europe Initiative is a new opening in Finland's Development Policy. It aims at diversified regional cooperation emphasizing stability, security and overall well-being. One of the flagship projects being planned is the Strategic Cooperation Programme for Finland's Water Sector Support to the EECCA countries. Along with the needs of the partner countries the strategy is based on Finland's Development Policy Programme, the UNECE legal instruments on water and the EU Water Initiative. The main support themes are water and health, transboundary waters, dam safety, monitoring, reporting and assessment, as well as climate change. 
· Despite the existence of various initiatives on water in Central Asia, I consider this meeting unique. It is the first time that the Convention offers a platform to countries from Central Asia, Parties to the Convention from the whole UNECE region and stakeholders to share their experiences in transboundary water cooperation.

· Today’s discussion will focus on the needs of Central Asian countries with regard to transboundary water cooperation and sustainable management of water resources in the sub-region. We will also discuss the role that the permanent cooperation under the Convention can play in meeting those needs.  
· Throughout its history the Convention has proved to be an effective tool used to address emerging and problematic issues. I personally believe that it does have well-tested recipes to offer to Central Asian countries. I also wish to emphasise the value of the Protocol on Water and Health under this Convention. The Guide to implementing the Convention, (which was adopted by the Parties on Tuesday), will furthermore assist the application of the Convention’s provisions. I would like to recommend that all UNECE countries take full advantage of it.
· Thus, we will work today to pursue the following:
· Discuss major principles and provisions of the Convention, its value for both upstream and downstream countries, and its role in preventing conflicts and disputes.
· Strengthen the dialogue between Parties to the Convention - not only those coming from Central Asia - and non-Parties, and illustrate the experience gained under the Convention.

· Underline the role of partnership in the implementation of the Convention. Acknowledge the possibility of some new partnerships and projects emerging for improved transboundary water cooperation in Central Asia without forgetting coordination with already existing structures and projects.

· The segment will be divided in two sessions. The first session will focus on institutional arrangements for transboundary water cooperation. The second will focus on emerging issues in Central Asia: links between water management and environmental aspects, and climate change.

· I open this meeting and let real people tell real stories.  I hope that this will bring clarity about benefits that countries may gain from a predictable and transparent framework of transboundary cooperation offered by the Convention!
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