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Agenda item 8

CONCEPT NOTE FOR THE
WORKSHOP ON TARGET SETTING AND REPORTING 

UNDER THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH 

to be held on 2-3 December 2008, Palais des Nation, Geneva, Switzerland

This proposal was prepared by the Chairman of the Task Force in consultation 

with the UNECE - WHO/EURO joint secretariat. 

The present document is aimed to facilitate discussion on the planning and organization of the above-mentioned event. 

The Task Force in invited to comment on the proposed organization and themes of the workshop, suggest specific presentations and relevant speakers, and make work-sharing arrangement to timely finalize the workshop programme.

The workshop will be organised under the auspices of the Protocol on Water and Health. 

It will be held on 2-3 December 2008, back-to-back with the second meeting of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting (4 December 2008). It will be open for participation by all UNECE Member States and will bring together water and health managers, NGOs, international organisations and other relevant stakeholders.

Simultaneous English-Russian interpretation will be provided.
Objectives

The workshop aims to share experiences on the setting of targets in the areas of water supply and sanitation, health, environmental and water management, in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. It will also illustrate information needs in the implementation of these targets, to assess and report progress and to design of indicators of progress (article 7). 

The workshop will allow sharing of experience on:

- Specific needs for EU and non-EU Parties and related implications for target setting and reporting;

- Advantages and added values of the Protocol in order to sensitize national governments to put the Protocol on Water and Health on their political agenda.

The workshop will allow discussing and agreeing on:

(a)
Prerequisites to succeed in setting national targets for environment- and health-authorities;

(b)
Common indicators to all Parties for some of the targets described under art. 6 para. 2, letters (a) to (n) of the Protocol;

(c)
Elements of the reporting progress under art.7 of the Protocol, taking into account existing global and regional reporting mechanisms.

The workshop will also give an opportunity to present and discuss the draft Guidelines on the setting of targets, evaluation of progress and reporting, and to enrich them with examples and good practices from throughout the region. 

Participants

Up to 60 participants representing government officials from ministries of environment, health and water in UNECE countries; water supply and wastewater managers; representatives from international organizations, NGOs, members of the Core Group on Indicators and Reporting.

Content and themes of the workshop

The workshop will address the following themes: 

(a) 
The process of target-setting: intersectoral, interministerial cooperation, policy, legislative, institutional and financial frameworks, stakeholder involvement; 

(b) 
Tools for setting targets and target dates: gap-analysis, prioritization, cost-benefit analysis;

(c)
Targets, targets dates and indicators set by Parties and their implications for the proposed common indicators and reporting mechanism;

(d)
Challenges and opportunities for the implementation of the targets;

(e)
Assessment of progress and reporting under the Protocol in accordance with article 7;

(f)
Discussion and revision of the draft Guidelines in light of the workshop’s outcome.

Format

For each of these themes, several Parties / Signatories from different parts of the region will make presentations. Presenters should link their presentations to the relevant sections of the Protocol and of the draft Guidelines. 

Parties and Signatories may send proposals for presentations to the Secretariat until 30 September 2008. Presentations will be followed by an extended interactive discussion. 

Background material

· Draft of the proposed targets and indicators of progress according to article 6, paragraph 2 (a) to (n) of the Protocol on water and health

· Draft of the proposed guidelines on the setting of targets, evaluation of progress and reporting 

· Inputs from Parties and Signatories, to be defined.

· Different existing reporting systems from European Union and other international Organisations

Participants will be welcomed to make available at the workshop any additional relevant material.

Output

· Chairperson’s summary: key messages

· Revised drafts of the guidelines on the setting of targets, evaluation of progress and reporting.
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